
Overview for Installers

Making Solar Simple



What is òsolarize?ó

ÅDeveloped in Portland, Oregon in 2010, ñsolarizationò is a 

grassroots effort to accelerate residential solar deployment 

through:

o Community education

o Customer aggregation

o Lower prices

ÅSolarize campaigns work with contractors selected through a 

competitive bidding process to offer a limited-time, discounted 

offer for solar installations



Previous/ current solarization efforts

Metro/Neighborhood initiative.
Statewide/Several Cities.

ÅSolarize programs can be 

structured at the 

neighborhood, city, or 

metro level, with some 

states offering programs 

covering multiple cities

ÅSolarize Michigan would 

be the first solarization

project in Michigan, 

second in the Midwest



Why Michigan, why Great Lakes Bay, 

why now?

ÅDespite large solar industry,     

Michigan is home to just 0.2% of 

national solar deployment

ÅThe Great Lakes Bay region is the 

home of the Michigan solar industry

ÅStrong, committed local partners

ÅSolid base of previous solar activity

ÅFederal ITC extended in Dec. 2015

ÅGreater certainty makes this ideal 

time for this initiative



Benefits of Solarize campaigns

ÅBenefits to homeowners/ small businesses
ïSave money on on energy costs

ïSatisfaction of generating some of their own energy

ÅBenefits to solar installers
ï/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ άƭŜŀŘέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ

ï9ȄǇŀƴŘǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƭŀǊ 
ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻƴέ

ÅBenefits to the community
ï.ǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ 

solar energy

ïAttract more jobs and investment



Solarize Michigan partners

Project Manager:

Technical Consultant:

Local Partners: 

Funded by: 



Project Timeline

ÅFeb. 18 ςSelection of partner installers

ÅFeb. 29 ςFormal public launch

ÅMarch 1-31 ςCommunity outreach 
ïInformational workshop in each target community

ïWebinars and other information presentation

ÅApril ςBegin enrollment of Solarize customers

ÅMay 1-Oct. 31 ςInstallation time period

ÅNov. 2016 ςProject evaluation and publication 

of results
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The Roadmap to Considering Solar



Solar Electricity
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Key Things to Remember

Å$/watt - all arrays are different in size, so the basic 
unit of measurement is price per watt.

ÅA typical home needs between 5 and 6 kW.

ÅSolar is an investment, like any home 
improvement project.

ïLike other home improvements, financing is available

ÅYou will still get the use the grid, ensuring the 
lights will always come on.



Economics of Solar

ÅOver 8% a year return on your investment

ÅPay back is site specific ςGenerally from 5 to 10 years. 
Solar warranties are for 25 years. So a minimum of 15 
to 20 years of free energy

ÅPay back money comes from what you would have 
paid the Utility anyway

ÅHedge against inflation. Electricity costs continue to 
rise. (Consumers filed last month for an additional 
$344 million increase in rates)
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Solar Installation Types

ÅRoof mount

ïLower cost

ïPanels face the same direction(s) as the roof

ÅGround mount array

ïSlightly higher install cost

ïPanels face true south at optimum angle
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Residential Pitched Roof Mount 4.275 kW
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Residential Raised Rib Metal Roof ς6.84kW
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Cass Tech 20kW


