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CALENDAR: 

Apr 29:  YCP1 committee meeting after regular meeting 
Apr 29: Flag assembly at Jim Young’s after the regular meeting 
May 1:  Interclub with Saginaw Thomas Township club at Prayer Breakfast 7:00 am 
May 6:  Club Officer elections 
May 6:  YCP1 committee meeting after regular meeting 
May 13: Pig Auction, noon at Salvation Army with auctioneer Don Winger! 
May 15: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting, Memorial Pres. Church, 12:00 noon 
May 26: Memorial Day – First Flag Planting! 
Jun 3:    Membership Day – Bring a Guest! 
Jun 4:  Kiwanis Day at the Fun Zone project, 12:30-5:30, see Sam Choo 
Jun 12,13: Painting at Eagle Village 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Penny Ecarius announced that there are a number of long-term members who have resigned recently for health reasons. 
She is looking for a volunteer to coordinate acknowledgement of these members’ contributions by sending them an update 
card quarterly. 

Alex Rapanos announced that we will be sending an interclub to the Thomas Township Prayer Breakfast, May 1st. Seven 
Kiwassee members have signed up. Alex also announced that we had an interclub with Bay City last week. Five Kiwassee 
members joined with seven members of the Bay City Club. If anyone knows of a potential Kiwanian in Bay City, put 
them in touch with the Kiwanis Club! 

Mike Briggs announced that Kiwassee had two nice mentions on the editorial page of the Midland Daily News. The 
articles were regarding the Rock Center, and the Quilters 

Martha Briggs thanked everyone who signed up to attend AKtion Club meetings. She also announced that Kiwassee is 
looking for someone to replace Carol Rumba on the CROP committee as the Kiwassee co-chair of the event. Kiwassee, 
along with Church Women United, sponsor the local CROP Hunger Walk.  

Diane Stevens presented a check for $500 (it’s in the mail) to Floyd Elementary School for their attendance incentive 
program. This program has had remarkable results with absentees reduced from 203 to 76 comparing the same week last 
year to this year. There are also 180 students with PERFECT attendance! 

Roger Briggs, Sr. announced the Midland Kiwanis Club is selling roses again. $23/dozen, it is one of the night club’s 
major fundraisers. Flowers can be ordered from any member, or on their club website where you can both order and pay 
for your purchase! Delivery in Midland is included, by any of a number of very pleasant delivery personnel.  



Jim Young with help from Cousin Guido encouraged members to get out and sell flags for the Flag Project. We only 
have three weeks left to sell flags before the first planting Memorial Day! Jim showed off a new “hard surface” mount for 
a flag that will allow us to sell to locations wishing to have a flag, but having no suitable soft surface for installation. Jim 
also announced a new flag assembly project after the regular meeting today. Guido announced that everyone needs to sell 
3 more flags. On a separate note, Guido told me that a certain bald-headed club member MAY be forgiven his disparaging 
comment if he sells six more flags. 

Guests: We had interclubs from the Midland Club (Roger, Cal, Dick, and Carl) and from Alma (Rich, Duane, Dwight, 
and one I missed…). Gary Vogel also had a guest today, Sandy Evans from the new senior center near the soccer 
complex.    

 

Young Children Priority One : Grace A Dow Memorial Library 

Karen Adams introduced Melissa Barnard, Director of the Grace A Dow Memorial Library. Melissa proceeded to give us a excellent 
summary of two major facets of the Library – programs for youth, and the recent major renovation of the Library. 

Youth programs at the Library are dedicated to inspiring lifelong learning by connecting people, kids, and resources in a dynamic 
learning environment. Books are NOT dead! The Library has books, and much more including print and e-books, large print books, 
magazines and newspapers (paper and on-line), audio books, music CDs, videos, and wireless internet throughout the facility. 
Computers and laptops are also available. 

Children’s Programs are designed to promote reading. There is story time for babies, toddlers, and pre-school. The “Move and 
Groove” program has up to 80 toddlers and pre-schoolers dancing and moving around! Teens are involved as “Volunteens” and on the 
eve of exam week the Library has “Cram Night” for students to prep for exams, either alone or in groups. The Library also sponsors a 
very popular “Touch a Truck” day when kids are allowed into the big city vehicles in the Library parking lot.  

The Library’s “Battle of the Books” program just reached its 35th year! Local 4th and 5th graders read 20 books and have competitions 
with other schools regarding the content of the books. In addition, the Library sponsors the Summer Reading Program which keeps 
our kids engaged in the learning process throughout the summer. Research shows that this program keeps kids from “falling back” 
over the summer vacation. 

The Library Renovation was made possible by a grant from the Dow Foundation in 2012 and is fitting tribute to the 75th anniversary 
of the Foundation and Library founder Grace A. Dow. The last major changes in the Library took place in the early 90’s. As a result of 
the recent renovation, a number of significant changes have been made to the library, the most noticeable of which is the use of the 
Alden B. Dow-favored palette of colors: bright oranges, blues, greens and purples are now found throughout the Library. Melissa 
presented some excellent photos of the finished product. Here are a few samples:   

• New lobby without the “cow-herding” gates 

• A new self-checkout desk, in addition to counters where patrons can ask questions and get help checking out their books 

• New study booths and new seating near the fireplace and in the quiet room and mezzanine 

• Youth Services area in the basement with some excellent displays designed to attract attention to the BOOKS, including the 
“plush” stuffed character display 

• New seating areas, puppet theater, and train table also added to Youth area, with an actual model train train that circles 
around an overhead rail. Very popular! 

Melissa invited everyone to the Open House on Sunday, May 18th from 2-5 pm. A ceremony will be held at 3:00 pm thanking the 
Foundation and honoring Grace A Dow.   

 

 


