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CALENDAR: 

            Dec 3, 12:       Dow Key Club gift wrapping at Barnes and Noble (see 11/25 email from 
Martha Briggs)                          Dec 6,7:          Zonta Home Walk (Cal Hoerneman) 
            Dec 9:             Eastlawn Children’s Christmas Party (Duane Townley, Diane Stevens) 

            Dec 10:                       AKtion Club Holiday Party, MPS Admin Bldg, 5-6:30 (Martha 
Briggs, Matt Hoffman) 

            Dec 9, 10, 11: North Pole Calling (Millard Kent) 
            Dec 16:                       Kiwassee Christmas Party (Dave Winegardner) 

            Dec 17, 18:     Elving at the Salvation Army (Brent @ SA – 496-2787) 
            Dec 20:                       Last Chance at the Nut House! (Al Burmester, Jim Rajewski)  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Millard Kent announced that the Community Service Committee will meet after next week’s 
regular meeting. He also asked for volunteers to make phone calls for Santa on December 9, 10, 
and 11. See Millard to sign up. 

Al Burmester said the Nut House is open today and Saturday, but not Thanksgiving Day! 
Today’s managers are Bill Krueger and Jim Young; Saturday’s are Sam Choo and Dick Jellum. 
Sign up to work next week. 

Jim Rajewski provided a sales update. $15,000 of product has been checked out to date, the 
same as was checked out at this point last year. Several members have checked out a total of 
around $6000. If you’ve been selling candy, keep selling! And if you haven’t sold any yet, get 
started! Jim also asked for volunteer elves to help parents select toys at the Salvation Army on 
December 17 and 18. Contact Brent at the Salvation Army (496-2787 if you’d like to volunteer. 

Cal Hoerneman is selling tickets for the Zonta Home Walk December 6 & 7; cost is $15. Zonta 
members buy lots of candy and nuts from Cal! 

Jim Young announced a meeting of the flag committee after today’s regular meeting; it’s time to 
debrief the 2014 flag season and look ahead to 2015. 

Brian Goodwill, proxy for Duane Townley, reminded members to bring in their gifts for the 
Eastlawn first graders. still looking to fill bell-ringing slots at both the Mall and at Kroger. 
Kiwassee is having another successful ringing season, with $1200 raised so far during our shifts, 
not to mention the money every volunteer shift saves the Army in wages. Also, since we can’t 



actually ring a bell in the Mall, Brian also shared some suggestions to rev up that experience, 
including holding up a “ring, ring, ring” sign! 

Larry McCoy reported that the Kiwanis Family was represented in the Santa Parade on 
Saturday, with 3 Kiwassee, 2 Monday Club, and eleven Key Clubbers from Dow and Midland 
braving the icy weather to march together!                  Martha Briggs reminded members and 
spouses to complete and return to her a completed BRAVO form for the Eastlawn party or any 
other volunteering they may do in the schools. 

Roger Briggs announced that today is the last day to turn in checks for the Michigan District of 
Kiwanis Foundation.      Matt Hoffman invited members to attend the AKtion Club Holiday 
Party on December 10. Cost is $5 and a non-perishable food item for the Salvation Army. Sign up 
and pay now or later! 

Dave Winegardner asked members to sign up for the Kiwassee Christmas Party on December 
16. He also shared items from last week’s Board of Directors meeting: the Board approved 
~$2500 in service grants, ~$11,000 for the first round of nuts and candy inventory, and ~$2100 to 
the District and International. The following people were designated honorary members: Paul 
Walker, Ginny Morrison, Jeff Richards, Norm Neher, and Jenny Nosakowski. Finally, he will 
share at a future meeting the results from the recent Member Survey. 

Guests: today’s speaker, Greg Dorrien, and Lynn Knapp! 

PROGRAM: Young Children Priority One: Greg Dorrien, Executive Director of the West 
Midland Family Center 

YCP1 Chair Karen Adams introduced Greg, a frequent speaker at our meetings, who shared 
information about the successful pre-school program at WMFC. The North Midland Family 
Center in Greendale Township opened in 1974 and Greg joined the staff in 1987. The West 
Midland Family Center is a 501-C3 non-profit organization. While it is not affiliated with the 
Greater Midland Community Centers, it is supported by the United Way and the Midland 
Foundation. 

WMFC’s primary mission is strengthening family units. To that end, a variety of programs serve 
residents of Greendale Township, which has a higher percentage of “ALICE” families than do the 
other townships in Midland County. “ALICE” is an acronym for Asset Limited Income 
Constrained Employed. While ALICE workers are above the poverty level and thus do not 
qualify for many of the assistance programs available to those living below the poverty line, they 
nevertheless struggle to support their families. Fifty-five per cent of families in Greendale 
Township are ALICE. 

WMFC’s pre-school classes provide a quality pre-school experience to three- and four-year-old 
children in ALICE families who otherwise could not afford to send their children to pre-school. 
The Center has asked the United Way for $20,000 to open a second pre-school class for three-
year-olds in 2015; if those funds are approved, Greg explained that the Center will find the 
additional $12,000 needed to run the class next year and into the future. 

Pre-school is essential to students’ readiness for kindergarten and their continued success in 
school and beyond: it is in pre-school that children learn two factors essential to job success: 
showing up and getting along with others. While nationally, just 48% of poor children are ready 



for kindergarten, 80% of the children in WMFC’s three-year old pre-school are ready for 
kindergarten, a higher percentage than that of children who only attend WMFC’s pre-school as 
four year-olds. 

Children in Greendale Township attend Floyd Elementary School in the Bullock Creek District, 
and the kindergarten and first grade teachers there have reported that students who were in both 
three- and four-year old pre-school classes at WMFC were well-prepared to learn, to get along 
with others, to manage their own behavior, and to be successful in school. 

Greg cited several studies that show the value of early education and, in particular, the positive 
impact of parents’ active involvement. In fact, one study concluded that parent involvement was 
more significant than the quality of the school itself. WMFC provides opportunities for parents to 
be involved in their children’s experiences throughout the Center’s programs, and their 
participation continues when their children are in elementary school; in fact, the parents of all 
nine children who had been in WMFC’s 3- and 4-year old classes attended parent-teacher 
conferences at Floyd this year! Active participation when their children are in pre-school makes 
the prospect of walking into their child’s elementary school for a meeting or activity less daunting 
for many of these parents. 

Member questions yielded additional information: WMFC currently has one 3- and two 4-year 
old classes, with 16 and 18 students respectively. Four school buses, two 15-passenger vans, three 
7-passenger vans, and several cars help the Center address transportation issues for both children 
and parents. In addition, $12,000 is earmarked annually for County Connection tickets. 

Greg’s presentation emphasized the importance of our continued advocacy and support for early 
childhood education. 

	  


