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Ginny Morrison passed away Monday, December 29. Ginny was a prominent leader in Midland for sixty years. 
Her commitment to improving Midland led to her active involvement in many local organizations and initiatives, 
not the least of which was her long-time membership in Kiwassee Kiwanis. She was our club’s first female 
member, and her dedicated participation strengthened our club in many ways. Funeral services for Ginny are 
Saturday, January 3, at 11 a.m. at the First United Methodist Church. Visitation is Friday, January 2, from 2-4 at 
Wilson-Miller Funeral Home, and Saturday from 10 until the time of services. Kiwassee members will meet at the 
church at 10:30 Saturday to enter the Sanctuary and sit together for the services. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Roger Briggs: Roger and Heather McLaughlin have cards to present to people you give a 2015 flag subscription. On each 
of the five holidays flags are displayed (Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, and –weather permitting-- 
Veteran’s Day), a Kiwassee volunteer will place an American flag in a customer’s/gift recipient’s yard at a location the 
person chooses. The flag remains on display from dawn to dusk, at which time the volunteer returns it to the storage unit 
the club maintains for this purpose. Proceeds from this fund-raiser through 2015 support the EliMiNaTe Project, an 
initiative of Kiwanis International and UNICEF to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus around the world. 
Dave Winegardner: Fifty-three members and thirty-eight guests attended the Christmas Luncheon on December 16, and 
in an impressive show of support for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign, these ninety-one people donated close to 
$4000 to the efforts of this vital local organization. WOW! At its December 18 meeting, the Board of Directors approved 
funding for several grants, accepted Vic Southern’s application for membership (Gary Vogel is her sponsor), and 
discussed a proposal for a family membership. In other club news, the January 20th program will be a review of the 
Annual Audit Report and the Member Survey. …probably not the most, um, exciting meeting to bring a guest! 

PROGRAM: The Open Door Ministries, Renee Pettinger, Executive Director  
 
Community Service chair Millard Kent introduced Renee, who assumed this position in October. A native of Marine City, 
Renee has Bachelor’s degree in Urban Ministries from Moody Bible Institute and a Masters in Non-profit Management 
from Hope International University. Her commitment to crisis ministry was sparked twenty years ago in Grand Rapids, 
when she accompanied a local pastor on his evening rounds through the city, during which he connected with homeless 
people on the streets. She discovered that the life events and experiences that led to their living on the streets were many 
and varied, and at that moment she dedicated herself to helping individuals and families in crisis. 
After showing a brief video featuring many people in a variety of roles related to The Open Door, including employees, 
volunteers, residents, and community leaders, Renee explained that organization’s goal is to provide immediate support 
plus connections to community support that will help individuals prepare to reenter the world.  
Renee said that, while The Open Door provided 9795 nights of shelter for men in 2014, the organization is much more 
than a homeless shelter. The Buttles Street location houses offices, along with space to accommodate up to sixteen men, 
the Soup Kitchen; God’s Closet, where men and women can get clothing and other personal items, especially shirts and 
pants required for work uniforms; and Restoration Ministry, which provides transition support to people recently released 
from prison, jail, and substance abuse programs.. In addition, The House of Mercy accommodates up to twelve women 
and children; a Jail and Prison Ministry coordinates Sunday worship services at the Midland County Jail; the Coffee 
House provides Christian fellowship and entertainment for both residents and community members on Saturday evenings. 
Over the past forty years,  
The Open Door’s Soup Kitchen has enjoyed impressive volunteer support, to the tune of over 350 people each month. 
They prepare and serve an average of 60-80 lunches each day (100-120 with take-out) Monday-Saturday, from 12-2. The 



First United Methodist Church provides the mid-day meal on Sundays with its Friendship Lunch. The Open Door offers a 
“Face of Grace,” to encourage persons to reach their goals. A focus on making connections begins with a Personal 
Success Plan, a one-on-one collaboration that includes setting goals and meeting weekly to monitor progress. Residents 
may stay up to 30 days at The Open Door, up to 4 months at House of Mercy, and six to twelve months in the Restoration 
Ministry program; during that time, they must be actively searching for work or working on a long-term plan for success. 
A firm schedule has residents performing morning and evening chores on site, leaving the facility at 9 a.m. each day, and 
returning by 6 p.m. Other vital connections address various causes of homelessness, for example, 1016 House, 
Community Mental Health, and Midland Area Housing for housing. 
Club members asked about a variety of issues: referrals—people in need call 211 for help with immediate housing, and 
local support agencies provide referrals; transportation--Buttles Street residents get around town on foot or use bicycles 
the site has available for their use, the site has two vans, and other options include Dial-a-Ride and County Connection. In 
answer to “What volunteer help do you need the most?” Renee suggested many sweat-equity projects, including 
maintenance and repair of the buildings, help in the office, and one-on-one connections to help a homeless person build 
self-confidence and become more comfortable with ordinary interaction. 
 
 

Reminders 
 
Next Week:  Program: Junior Youth 


