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CALENDAR 
Feb 3  Junior Youth Committee meeting after today’s regular meeting 
Feb 9   Children’s Grief Center Cookies and Cocoa Open House, 4-5:30, Messiah Lutheran Church.  
Feb 10  Kiwassee Valentine’s Party 
Feb 17  Pastor Appreciation Luncheon—invite your pastor! 
Feb 24  Midland Public Schools Bond Millage vote, more information available: 
https://www.midlandps.org/SiteAssets/News%20Attachments/School%20Board%20Posters/Midland%202015%20Bond
%20Application%20-%20REVISED%2010-15-14.pdf 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mike Cronenberger: the Children’s Grief Center will host a Cookies and Cocoa Open House at Messiah Lutheran 
Church Monday, February 9, from 4:-5:30. See Mike for tickets. 
Martha Briggs: the Michigan District of Key Club’s Annual Service Leadership Conference (formerly known as the 
District Convention, aka DCON) is March 13-15. Both Dow and Meridian Key Clubs can use a few adult drivers to get 
them to and from the Grand Traverse Resort; see Martha if you can help; you’ll need to complete and return to her a 
Volunteer Driver Authorization form. 
Jim Morgan: it’s February, which means Valentine’s Day . . . remember to do any online shopping for your sweetie via 
the Kiwassee website! 
Dave Winegardner: the Spring Divisional for Divisions 17 & 19 (ours) is Saturday, April 8, at 11:00 am at the Bavarian 
Inn in Frankenmuth. Cost is $25/person; Dave and Gordon Rogers plan to attend. See Dave for details. Also, remember 
that the Valentine’s Day party February 10—see Dave if you haven’t signed up yet. 

GUESTS AND MEMBER NEWS 
Larry Williams is at home and would appreciate cards; a club card circulated at today’s meeting. 
Max Bottomley turns 92 this Thursday; members treated him to a rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday” today! 
Fred Honercamp introduced guests Rusty & Betsy Sullivan, who played with him in last year’s Golf Outing. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dick Jellum introduced Mara Simanskey	  from the Marketing Department at the Midland Center for the Arts, who shared 
information about a musical trip to Prague and Vienna that the Midland Symphony Orchestra is sponsoring. The 8-day 
tour, June 20-27, 2015, will feature sightseeing, guided tours, and performances, with special attention in Prague from 
MSO conductor and Czech native Bohuslav Ratty. Visit www.mcfta.org or contact Mara at 631-5930x1224 or 
Simanskey@mcfta.org for details.  

PROGRAM: Young Children Priority One presents Family and Children’s Services 

YCPI chair Karen Adams introduced Beth Sorenson and Melanie Butterfield from Family and Children’s Services. Before 
turning the program over to Melanie, Beth, who is the agency’s CEO, explained that FCS began operating via King’s 
Daughters in 1925, with a purpose to help individuals address basic needs. At that time, the agency provided food 
assistance, glasses, and medical care.  

Currently, this multi-service agency focuses on mental health issues and provides addiction and recovery programs; a 
variety of youth services; an extensive community outreach; an Employee Assistance Program; outpatient therapy to 
individuals, couples, and families; and a Pregnancy and Post-Pregnancy Program, which Melanie coordinates. The agency 



turns no one away and arranges for referrals to other community resources for any issues it can not address.   

The Pregnancy and Post-Pregnancy Program takes a multi-faceted approach to helping parents-to-be navigate the 
pregnancy, birth, and first year of development of their child. It is free to participants and includes an 8-week Prepared 
Parents class, referrals to other local agencies, and counseling services for up to a year. The goals of the program are to 
reduce the following risks: exposure to alcohol and illegal substances, low birth weight, developmental concerns, and 
chronic abuse.  

Melanie shared statistics that demonstrate the need for a program like this one: according to the Kid’s Count Data 
Book (2012), 
--- nearly one in five (up to 19%) of women suffer from postpartum depression. 
--- in Midland County, 115 children (12/6%) were born to women who received less than adequate prenatal 
care. 
--- in Midland, 54 (6.5%) of all children were born with low birth weight (under five pounds), compared to 
8.4% in Michigan. 
--- Nationally, 8.4% of babies born to teens have low birth weight. 
The majority of participants in the program are young or at-risk parents (“at risk” include people referred to 
FCS by the Department of Human Services because of the abuse and/or neglect of older children, smokers 
and/or substance abusers, and those with few resources and little support). Melanie’s current participants 
include a 16-year old, several in their 20’s, and parents who have had other children removed by DHS.  
Several community partners participate in the Prepared Parents class, including Midland County Early Head Start and 
Early On; Midland County Health Department; and the City Police, who check car seats for safe installation. Grants allow 
FCS to provide a carrier wrap, swaddle cloth, and safety starter kit (plug covers, cabinet locks, pads for sharp corners, 
etc.) to each participant; community resources like Kiwassee help to fund larger baby equipment. The topics covered in 
the class include strategies to calm a fussy infant, swaddling, breast-feeding, and developmental milestones. Young dads 
have a session of their own, facilitated by a male therapist who addresses changes in their relationship with their child’s 
mother, getting involved in the baby’s routines and care, and finding support in the community. And babies are welcome 
at all of the sessions! 

Club members’ questions yielded additional details: 

--- Family and Children’s Services is the white building with the green stripe across from the Midland Center for the Arts. 
A staff of thirty includes management personnel, office workers, out-patient therapists, and university interns.  

--- while both FCC’s Pregnancy and Post-Pregnancy Program and the Pregnancy Resource Center serve expectant women 
and couples, differences between the two agencies include the availability of licensed counseling at FCS and its 
partnership with the Midland Hospital (MidMichiganHealth).  

--- FCS’ Employee Assistance Program is a contract with area employers for free and confidential mental health services 
to employees. 

--- our club can help the Pregnancy and Post-Pregnancy Program by funding participants’ transportation needs with 
Dial-a-Ride coupons and/or gas cards. 

 
Reminders 

 
Next Week: Club Valentine’s Day Party: doors open at 11:30 and luncheon is served at 11:45.  
  Don’t ask Dave about the program—it’s a surprise! 
  Invocation: Millard Kent  


