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June 12-14: playground construction with Midland Kiwanis Club at West Midland Family Center. See Karen Adams. 
June 16:  Steak Picnic at Emerson Park. See Dave Winegardner. 
June 25-26: Painting Project, Eagle Village Motel Units.  See Duane Townley. 
July 25:  Kiwanis Night at the Loons—we host. See Larry McCoy. 
Aug 31:  Kiwanis Night at the Loons—Gladwin hosts. See Larry McCoy. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mike Briggs: don’tcha wanna do the Smoke Signals for a month, or two weeks if you share a month with another 
member? Sign up on the sheet circulating or see Mike for details. It’s FUN! Don’t make him beg! 
Mike Cronenberger: next week’s program is Sam Price from the 1016 Recovery Network 
Jim Young: thanks to the Kiwassee volunteers installed about 240 flags yesterday! Special kudos to Ray Senesac and 
Roger Briggs, who put together the maps and route assignments. Additional flags will be ready soon, so a flag 
subscription at the prorated price of $24 for four holidays. The flag committee will meet after today’s regular meeting. 
Fred Honerkamp: thanks to Martha Briggs and Jim Rajewski who have signed up to contact potential Golf Outing 
sponsors--follow their example! 
Roger Briggs: turn in team registration and sponsorship forms and money to Roger. 
Martha Briggs: AKtion Club meets tomorrow night (Wednesday) at the MPS Administration Center on Carpenter St. 
Kim Clark from the Longview ESA will present project possibilities for the AKtion Club members. Also, check out two 
new bins for items we collect: coupons for Shelterhouse and Coups for Troops, magazines and calendars for Pinecrest 
Farms residents, pop tabs for AKtion Club, Box Tops for Education for Eastlawn Elementary School, and hotel/sample/ 
travel size toiletries for Open Door and Shelterhouse.  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
Representing the Kiwassee Foundation, Mike Cronenberger made two presentations: first, Renee Pettinger, Executive 
Director of Open Door Ministries, accepted a $1090 check for materials used in remodeling project, which Doug Snoddy 
explained involved the transformation of a small living room into a bedroom at the House of Mercy, the shelter for 
women and children. Renee said the project was completed last Friday and a family moved into the room over the 
weekend! Second, Jennifer Maxon, Operational Coordinator at the North Midland Family Center, accepted a $635 check 
for new carpeting and materials to spruce up the Teen Room, which Kiwassee members, Center teens, and Jennifer’s 
family worked together to complete. Jennifer reported that the NMFC teens planted flowers at the Fairground over the 
holiday  weekend. Mike reminded members that the Foundation has $8500 to give away: encourage groups you  know 
that can use funding for capital projects to apply for a grant! 
 

GUESTS 
Dave introduced Leigh Stocker, who made a donation to the Kiwassee Foundation in Bill’s memory; Fred Honerkamp 
introduced Bill Kuehne, who has asked for a new member application; and Craig Lang introduced Kevin Humerickhouse, 
Garber Chevrolet’s new corporate member. 
 
President Dave noted several highlights from the May 21 Board of Directors Meeting:  

1. The Board accepted Arnold Center’s resignation as a corporate member. 
2. To date, our net gain in members is 6! 
3. Rachel plans to retire at the end of 2015; Dave will appoint a Replacing Rachel Committee soon. 
4. The Foundation has received donations in memory of Jack Mills, Bill Stocker and Larry Williams. 
5. Mike Feider is a new member of the Kiwassee Foundation Board of Directors. 
6. A proposal to increase International dues from $42-$52 annually will be voted on at the International Convention 

in June, the first increase since 2003. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Leigh Stocker attended the meeting to give a donation to Mike Cronenberger in Bill’s memory. 



Duane Brooks reported that Bill Kennett’s pneumonia has been resolved and he is now at Brittany Manor, expecting to be 
released later this week to stay with his son as he continues to recover.  
Mike Cronenberger gave a shout-out to Ross Ahlich, who coordinated the Memorial Day Parade! 

 
PROGRAM – Sara Robles, Saginaw Career Complex Regional Center 

 
Senior Youth Committee Chair Doug Snoddy introduced Sarah Robles, who is the Career Coordinator at the Saginaw 
Career Complex Regional Center. This facility sees 550 area juniors and seniors from twenty five high schools, including 
public, private and parochial and home schools. They spend three hours at the Center, either starting their day there and 
finishing at their own school or vice versa. The credits they earn at the Center help count as electives toward graduation 
requirements at their own school; many students also earn college credits and/or certification in a particular trade. Post-
graduation statistics are impressive, from 86-99% for community college, four-year institution, tech programs, or direct 
employment. 
 
The Center provides hands-on, project-based learning in seventeen career and technical areas. English, science, and 
mathematics are integrated into each program, and students can also seek internships and work-based learning experiences 
that give them the opportunity to actually perform a job. Students must be in on track for graduation and hold a minimum 
GPA to qualify for admission; they job-shadow in a possible career area before committing to a specific program, 
although they can switch to a different program in their second year if their interests change. 
 
Over two hundred businesses and professions have partnerships with the Center, providing advice, mentoring, and 
coaching. Advisory committees for each program, made up of representatives from local businesses and professions, 
advise the Center on current trends and needs in their fields. In addition, the Center is affiliated with several career and 
technology student organizations like DECA, Business Professionals of America, First Robotics, and Future Farmers of 
America. These organizations hold conferences and competitions at which students can compete for scholarships. 
 
The Center promotes a “Culture of Professionalism” that helps students prepare for the world of work, including 
expecting good attendance and punctuality and requiring uniforms like a lab coat or chef’s hat. Students receive 
instruction in preparing a cover letter and resume, asking for references, and developing a strong handshake and confident 
interview skills. At an annual Professional Business Day, over 150 volunteers conduct mock interviews and often request 
a business card from a student they tell to “call when you graduate.”  
 
Located in Saginaw next to the VA building, the Center has a campus of three buildings, one each for Skilled Trades, 
Medical Professions, and the other career areas. Federal comes from the Carl Perkins federal program, plus half of the 
state funding for each student. Many of the instructors come from the Center’s local partners. 
 
As student Nadine said in a promotional video Sara showed, the Saginaw Career Complex Regional Center gives students 
“a chance to make a difference” in their lives. 
 

REMINDERS 
 

Next week’s program will feature Sam Price of 1016 House; Membership Committee is the host. 
 
 
 


