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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Dick Skochdopole said this Saturday is the Tri-Kids Triathalon at Dow High School.  They are 

looking for people to monitor driveways and intersections along W. Main St.  If you can help, 
show up by 8:00 

• Jim Young thanked all who worked putting up flags on Fourth of July.  He also needs 
volunteers to help grind a taper on the ends of the rebars for easier use.        

• Millard Kent read two “thank yous”.  One from Pinecrest for the KFC picnic and one from 
Midland Open Door for our project work there.  

• Roger Briggs continues organizing the golf outing fundraiser at Apple Mountain starting at 
8:00 on July 22.  The prize committee will meet this Thursday night at Journey’s at 7:00. 

• Larry McCoy said we have sold about half of the seats we hoped for at the Loons game on 
Saturday July 25. It starts at 7:05.  Tickets are $9.50 per person and there will also be a food 
voucher available for $5.00.  Members from the Saginaw and Mt. Pleasant clubs will be joining 
us. 

• Al Forster said bills were sent to members a couple of weeks ago, so please pay them if you 
haven’t already. 

• Mike Cronenberger announced your Foundation has made a grant of $3350 to United Way 
which used the funds to install a Born Learning Trail and Library Book Box at Floyd 
Elementary.  Members from the UW volunteer group will be at the meeting July 28 to accept 
the check.  Then there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony by the Midland Chamber of 
Commerce at Floyd the next day.  We need members to show up wearing Kiwanis shirts and 
caps to “show our colors” for the publicity and to network with the UW volunteers. 

• Dave Winegardner reminds us of the Board Meeting Thursday at Mem Presbyterian 
• Beth Prince said Family & Children’s Services is having its annual style show fund raiser at 

Northwood on August 13 from 6 to 8:00 pm 
. 

 
PROGRAM 
 

Beth Prince of Family & Children’s Services started with an overview of their organization that 
helps address such issues as those related to pregnancy, post pregnancy, addictions, and substance 
abuse prevention for teens, family dysfunction.  She quoted a survey which said 664 youth in this 
community have attempted suicide; 3500 are living in poverty; 34% report using alcohol, and 8% 
were drunk in the last two weeks. The kids report alcohol is very easy to get. 
 
One particular program they run is Camp IKNOWME.  It is a summer day camp for youths age 12 
to 14 who have been recommended to the program by either the juvenile justice system or the 
metal health community.   The campers have a history of truancy, insubordination, mental health 
issues, alcohol and drug use, and grief over the loss of a loved one.  It is a therapeutic opportunity 
for youngsters to experience personal growth and gain new coping skills. 
 
The camp is headquartered in the basement of First United Methodist Church.  It runs from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. five days a week for five weeks.  A typical day consists of morning discussion 



and training subjects in areas which include health, interpersonal relationships, anger management, 
life skills, nutrition, mindfulness, exercise, followed by a self-managed lunch, and then field trips 
in the afternoon to learn “how to be in the community”, and see what’s out there in a stable, normal 
world.  One of these activities has been volunteer work at the Chippewa Nature Center. 
 
Those attending the camp should see benefits in reduced risky behavior, an ability to fill time with 
positive activities, and a greatly improved ability to become a responsible, contributing member of 
society.  Attendance is expected and rigorously supervised because truancy is one of the hallmarks 
of this population.  Weekly progress reports are sent home to be signed off on by the family and/or 
probation officer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                     


