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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Roger Briggs thanked all who worked on the Golf Outing to make it the huge success that it has 

become!  Over $10,000!  He also wants to meet with the Golf Committee on August 12 @ 

7:00 p.m. at the Midland Mall in the Food Court.  (This project is now our largest money maker 

for the funds that our committees donate back to agencies and non-profits in our community.) 

 

 Larry McCoy has the tickets for the Loons game on August 31.  Tickets are $9.50 and food 

vouchers are $5.00. 

. 

 Larry McCoy and Mike Cronenberger  reported on the ribbon cutting for the Born Learning 

project at Floyd Elementary on Wednesday, July 29, at 12 noon.  About 50 people were at the 

ceremony, including 8 Kiwassee members and 15 students who held the ribbon.  Excellent 

opportunity for letting people know that we are in the community and making a difference! 

 

 Millard Kent reported on the WMFC project as being rescheduled.  He also would like to meet 

with the Community Service committee on August 18. 

 

 Mike Briggs thanked the rotating editors of Smoke Signals.  (Ed. Note:  it’s easy to do – just 

remember to arrive a couple of minutes early if you want a chance to eat your lunch before 

taking notes) 

 

 Fred Honerkamp reminded Board members of the meeting immediately following the regular 

meeting today. 

He also thanked Ron Graunke for his faithfulness in setting up before each meeting.  And, also, 

Roger Briggs for his dedication to both the Flag Project and the Golf Outing. 

Another reminder to all of us was that Garber Chevrolet and Meier Camera Shop have been 

good friends to the golf outing.  Remember to thank them when you are in their places of 

business. 

 

 There were no guests and nothing to report for member news.  Since the member news is 

usually for illness, hooray!  And we can do something about the no guests…ask a friend to 

come with you.  We have fun and do a lot of good in our community and world.   

 

 

 

PROGRAM 

 

Millard Kent introduced Renee Pettinger, Executive Director of the Open Door.  We have assisted the 

Open Door with projects and made donations to them.  It was a treat to hear of all that is done to assist 

in offering hope and grace to the clients who are in need of the services offered at Open Door and 

House of Mercy (the women’s location.) 

 

http://www.kiwassee.org/


Renee gave an overview of what homelessness is from both the local and national standpoints.  In 

Midland homelessness is often hidden – people couch surfing until they wear out their welcomes with 

family and friends.  She discovered what being homeless is while in Chicago, when she shadowed a 

local pastor who was working with the homeless population.  A homeless person can be well educated 

or not, experiencing temporary homelessness or a lifetime of it.  Each person’s story is unique. 

 

Open Door aims to turn the invisible into the visible – to themselves as well as to our local community.  

Often the people who look to Open Door for services are unaware of their own value and strengths.  

They work with staff members who help them set goals to further their job skills and other 

independence and relational strengths.  Open Door works in conjunction with other area non-profits 

and agencies to provide the spectrum of assistance that will benefit their clients. 

 

Since 40% of the budget is voluntary donations from private citizens, a check or cash is always 

appreciated.  Other ways to assist is to donate clothes (women’s clothes and men’s black Docker pants 

are always needed) and food.  The Soup Kitchen is experiencing increased volume this summer.  The 

housing capacity for men is not being exceeded, but women and their children are being housed in 

increasing numbers – which is following a national trend. 

 

With all of the needs of their clients to be met, the three staff members are kept busy meeting with 

clients on a weekly basis to assess progress on goals developed for life plans.  And finally, as you may 

have guessed, many of those served by Open Door have experienced mental health issues.  Whatever 

the needs, Renee and her two other staff members continually work with their clients, sometimes for 

many different lengths of time.  There are rules to be followed, but there is always hope for lives to be 

changed.  If you missed the meeting today, you missed learning more about a very important piece of 

what makes Midland a special community.  But, know that the Open Door is in very good hands and is 

growing better each year. 

 

Talent Show 

It’s getting closer to the Aktion Club annual Talent Show.  We don’t want to spill the beans about the 

big production number this year, but we need you to check your closets at home for some things that 

would be helpful for the Flapper costumes.  If you have any clip-on bow ties, long strings of 

inexpensive beads, or long feathers or artificial flowers to put on headbands, please bring them to our 

Tuesday meetings.  Martha and Penny are in charge of this collection! 

 

Enjoy the summer…it’s slipping away quickly.  And if you are going through some troubled 

times remember:  by the mile, life’s a trial.  And by the yard, life is hard.  But by the inch, life’s a 

cinch!     
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     


