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CALENDAR 

September 7: Flag Planting for Labor Day, See Roger Briggs 
September 9: Tall-in-the-Saddle 545-8:30. see Heather McLaughlin.                       
September 9: AKtion Club, Midland Public Schools Administration Center, 5:30-6:30. see Martha Briggs. 
September 11: Chamber of Commerce breakfast, Valley Plaza, 7:30 am. $7.00 see Jack Higgins.                         
October 4: CROP Walk, Midland Center for the Arts, 2:00. See Heather McLaughlin to help with the event. 
October 7: AKtion Club Talent Show, Trinity Lutheran Church, 6:00 pm. see Martha Briggs. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mike Cronenberger: Kiwassee is now a member of the Midland Chamber of Commerce, which gives us a great 
opportunity to network with other organizations, businesses, and agencies to better serve the community. The 
Chamber meets for breakfast on the first Friday of each month; given the Labor Day weekend, this month’s 
meeting is September 11 at 7:30 at Valley Plaza. The meal is $7; see Jack Higgins to sign up.              
Larry McCoy: last night’s Kiwanis Night at the Loons game saw ten Kiwassee members and 54 members of the 
Gladwin and West Branch clubs in attendance. The Bay Area Kiwanis clubs were recognized with an 
announcement on the center field screen and over the PA system. The Loons beat the White Caps for a change! 
Heather McLaughlin: Sign up to work at the next sessions for Tall in the Saddle:  
Roger Briggs: flag installers are needed for Labor Day 9.7.15, both morning and evening. Please reply to emailed 
notification either yes or no so Roger can plan routes. New members, consider participating in this project! contact 
Roger at rogerallenbriggs@gmail.com for details.                                                                      
Gary Kerestes: Travel and Adventure is off to a great start, with $1780 in sales turned in to date. If you have 
money to turn in today, give it to Gary. Pick up your envelope of ticket materials if you haven’t already done so. 
Diane Stevens: representing Junior Youth, Diane presented two $350 checks. The first went to Susan Love for 
West Midland Family Center’s summer science program; the second went to Lacey Wright for The Rock’s 
summer pool parties.                                  
Martha Briggs & Heather McLaughlin: The Midland Area CROP Hunger Walk is upon us! Martha recognized 
Kiwassee as a Special Friend of CROP and Heather McLaughlin/Coldwell Banker and Gary Vogel/Bayside Home 
Health Care as first-time Friends of CROP. This fund covers the Walk’s administrative costs. Martha also 
distributed pledge envelopes for members to make individual donations. Heather explained that Kiwassee 
members take care of the Walk set-up and staff the walker registration and water stations along the route. She sent 
around a sign-up sheet and encouraged members to participate in this important initiative.                      
Dave Winegardner: the Club’s a new meal plan will kick in October 1. The flexible plan accommodates members 
with particular circumstances like full-time employment, senior status, and dietary restrictions.                 
Mike Cronenberger: representing the Kiwassee Foundation, Mike presented a check for $1500 to Pam Kastl, 
Dow High principal, and Penny Miller-Nelson, MPS coordinator of science. The money will be used to purchase a 
laboratory balance for the science program at Dow High School. The gift is in memory of long-time Kiwassee 
member Jack Mills. Carrie Allen, Jack’s caretaker represented Jack’s son, Dr. Richard Mills, and brought with her 
Jack’s great-granddaughters Haley and Taylor.   

MEMBER NEWS: Don Winger would welcome visitors. Contact in advance for times to visit.  

(continued) 



PROGRAM: Midland County Great Start Collaborative 

Young Children Priority One chair Karen Adams introduced Micki Gibbs, Director of the Midland County 
GreatStart Collaborative. Ms. Gibbs explained that this group consists of business and community leaders, parents, 
public health experts, human services and mental health representatives, K-12 teachers and administrators, faith 
based leaders, philanthropic representatives, and childcare providers. The goals of the Collaborative are to be sure 
that children are born healthy; are healthy, thriving, and developmentally on track from birth to third grade; are 
developmentally ready to succeed in school when they enter school; and are prepared to succeed in fourth grade 
and beyond by reading proficiently by the end of third grade. According to the United Way of Michigan, 33% of 
Midland County households struggle to meet the cost of living for the county. This is the population the Midland 
County Great Start Collaborative serves. Representatives meet each month to discuss ways to avoid duplication of 
and to fill gaps in services offered to these families. Since 2010, more than 400 children have benefited from this 
support. 
                                                                                                               


