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CALENDAR 

October 3: Highway pickup. Meet at Law Enforcement Complex at 9:00am.  See Larry McCoy. 

October 4: CROP Walk, Midland Center for the Arts, 1:30 Registration, 2:00 Walk. See Heather McLaughlin to help.            

October 7: Aktion Club Talent Show, Trinity Lutheran Church, 6:00 pm. See Martha Briggs.       

October 13: absolutely LAST DAY to turn in Travel and Adventure tickets and money. See Gary Kerestes.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Karen Adams:  Presented a check for $1000 on behalf of YCP1 Committee to Kim Clark, director of Early Childhood 

and Family Services.  Kim noted that the funds will be used toward the cost of backpacks to be given to all children in 

Midland County on the day they register to enter Kindergarten.  The backpacks contain books and materials designed as 

resources for both the child and parent(s) to help provide a successful transition from preschool to Kindergarten.  Over 

800 of these backpacks were given this current school year to incoming Kindergarteners in Midland.  The project is a 

collaborative effort of ESA, Great Start Collaborative, and local MPS Kindergarten teachers to help better prepare 

children entering the school system. 

Brian Goodwill:  Reviewed a handout provided at the tables outlining Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities coordinated 

by the Salvation Army.  Please call 989-496-2787, ext. 210 for more information and to volunteer.  It was noted that 

volunteer Elves don’t have to wear tights!  PLEASE consider volunteering your time to one or more opportunity. 

Cal Hoerneman:  Today is the last meeting date to turn in money & tickets to be donated for Travel & Adventure.  IF 

you can get to Ray Senesac’s home, he will accept donations through NOON this Friday.  $9240 sold so far in season 

tickets, ahead of the last 3 years!  KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!  We are near the fundraiser’s break-even point now. 

Dick Skochdopole:  presented a check for $250 to Kathy Walters, Bullock Creek Media Specialist and Library teacher 

at Pine River Elementary.  Kathy noted that the money will be used to purchase books for 4 & 5
th

 graders to participate 

in this year’s Battle of the Books competition, conducted November through March/April.  4-5 copies of 20 different 

book titles will be purchased, and following the final competition the books will be housed in the school library for use 

by all the school children. 

Skoch also noted that there will be a New Member Orientation immediately following today’s meeting. 

Larry McCoy:  Meet at the Law Enforcement Complex at 9:00 this Saturday.  Need at least one more volunteer. 

Heather McLaughlin: CROP Walk is this Sunday.  Still need volunteers for the water check-points.  PLEASE give 

Heather a call to volunteer, or just show up. Registration on Sunday starts at 1:30. 

Alex Rapanos:  The Diaper Downpour Project is underway to raise funds with a goal of purchasing 99,000 diapers!  The 

Diaper Alliance gave out their 1 millionth diaper last week.  Kiwassee has raised $165 = 825 diapers.  We are competing 

with other organizations to raise funds.   

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Bob Cook attended Kiwassee Kiwanis for the last time today, as he and his wife will move to Lincoln, California, this 

Saturday.  Bob has been a member since December 1976, 39 years!  The club gave Bob a standing ovation for his long-

term service to Kiwassee and wishes him and his wife of 68 years a safe and successful relocation south! 

Tim O’Hare was welcomed to the meeting as a guest of Cal Hoerneman.  Tim recently retired from Dow Chemical. 

Karen Price, sponsored by Duane Brooks, was inducted into Kiwassee by Dave Bender.  Karen is a returning member 

of the club, and was one of the first women inducted in 1987 when she was 25.  She currently is a pastor at the 

Poseyville United Methodist Church part-time.  WELCOME BACK, Karen! 



PROGRAM: President Dave’s Kiwassee Kiwanis Year-End Review 

President Dave noted that accolades would be the call of the day for Club members as it was a great year.  The primary 

goal for the club was “Have Fun, Do Good, and Laugh Much”! Starting with Club LEADERSHIP, Dave reviewed the 
officers and Board of Directors, thanking all for their support during the year, and especially thanking Bill 
Krueger, Larry McCoy, and Roger Briggs, who step down 9/30, for their service on the Board.   All Committee 
Chairs and Co-Chairs were recognized for their leadership, as was the Kiwassee Foundation Board of Directors.  
Next year’s slate of Officers and At-Large directors who begin a 3-year term on Oct 1st were also presented. 

Kiwassee membership over 2014 – 2015 saw a net gain of 8, ending the year at 87 members.  Kiwassee finances 
for the year saw an increase in both the Administrative and Project accounts, enjoying a $3000 and $4000 rise by 
year-end, respectively in each.  Our Project Account Fundraising projects, T&A, Candy & Nut Sales, Golf Outing, 
and Flag Project, raised a net total of $ 32,038.  Club contributions to charitable causes via Committee-supported 
projects,  the ELIMINATE Project, the Kiwanis Michigan and International Foundations, Kiwassee Foundation, and 
Sponsored Youth totaled $ 27,581 this year.  The list of Kiwassee service projects for 2014 – 2015 is long and 
varied and included both sweat equity and monetary gifts. 

The Kiwassee BOD took action in several areas impacting the internal workings of the Club: a new computer was 
purchased for use at meetings; the Club joined the Chamber of Commerce; the meeting check-In and 
Announcement processes were streamlined; a New Meal Plan was approved; a New Caterer was hired after 
Rachel announced her impending retirement at year-end; a new sign announcing Kiwassee Meetings is being 
posted at the parking lot entrance. 

President Dave proposed only one CLUB goal for 2014-2015 at the beginning of his term:  Achieve Michigan District 
Distinguished Club Status (only 2 of Michigan’s 166 clubs achieved this status last year).  As we finalized activities in a 

number of categories which earned points, Kiwassee Kiwanis earned a total of 59 points, with Distinguished Status 

requiring 55.  President Dave congratulated the members for an outstanding year of quality activities that earned the club 

this Distinguished Status.  The award will be awarded at the Spring Conference. 

 

The final section of President Dave’s presentation was spent recognizing Club members for their special work for the 

club, some regarding project work, some regarding Club internal operations.  Of special note:  Distinguished Kiwanian 
for 2014 – 2015 was awarded to Mike Cronenberger.  The Board of Directors authorized two Zeller Fellowship 

Awards for 2015, the final year for this award, given to one or more individuals who have provided support of the Club, 

over and above the call of duty, for an extended period of time. A Zeller Award was presented to Jim Rajewski and to 
Ray Senesac. 

The Club Members gave President Dave Winegardner a standing ovation for his hard work in leading Kiwassee 
through another successful year, while we had fun, did much, and laughed a lot.  THANKS, DAVE!! 

 

NEXT WEEK:  Program:  Presented by John Congleton Invocation: Al Forster 


