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CALENDAR 

 
December 8: Eastlawn Holiday Party; be there at 11:30pm. Volunteer to set up at 10 a.m. See Duane Townley.  
December 9: AKtion Club Holiday Party, 5-6:30, MPS Administration Center. See Martha Briggs.  
December 9: Coleman Senior Center Christmas Party, 12-1:30. Volunteer to set up at 11:30. 415 E. Webster, Coleman. 
December 19: Last day to return unsold nuts & candy.  See Jim Rajewski. 
December 22: Club Christmas luncheon and Nut House closes after today. 
December 29: No meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Martha Briggs: AKtion Club meets tomorrow 5:30-6:30 at the Midland Public Schools Administration Center. Sign up 
to attend the AKtion Club Holiday Party, Wednesday, December 9 from 5:00-6:30 at the MPS Administration Center. 
Mike Briggs: check out the nice article and photo in the Midland Daily News about the Nuts and Candy sales. 
Mike Cronenberger: Set-up for the Eastlawn Holiday Party will begin at 10 am Tuesday, December 8. 
Brian Goodwill:  Continue to sign up to ring Salvation Army bells. To date, Kiwassee has raised $1542.55! 
Larry McCoy: Sign up for a sheet of new and improved business cards.  
Jim Morgan: Remember to do your Christmas shopping via the Kiwassee on-line store! 
Jim Rajewski: This week’s Nut House is fully staffed; sign up to work future dates. To date, $19,000 in product has 
been checked out, $2000 over this date last year. Four people are responsible for $7000 of that amount and thirteen 
members have checked out $400+ in product. To the twenty-eight have not checked out anything: beware the Wrath of 
Rajewski! 
Doug Snoddy: Senior Youth will meet after today’s meeting 
Diane Stevens: Community Service will meet after the December 15 meeting. 
Duane Townley: only three Eastlawn gifts still need to be turned in! See Duane for a Salvation Army child.  
Dave Winegardner: Dave circulated two envelopes for the special initiative Bruce Rayce detailed in a November 6 
email to members last week; check the email for more details. 
Bruce Rayce: a special shout-out to Jim Rajewski for his, um, persuasive skills in, um, encouraging everyone to sell 
nuts and candy, and to Bill Kennett for working the Nut House last week, setting a good example for us all of continued 
hard-working service through the years. Also, sign up for the December 22 Club Christmas Party and consider a 
donation to the Special Project envelopes that are circulating. The ad hoc committee of Roger Moll, Dick Schochdapole, 
and Betsy Sullivan will meet with Bruce after today’s meeting. Finally, we plan to celebrate Dave Winegardner’s 
birthday today with cake, wine and champagne, even though he isn’t here. 
Doug Snoddy: Doug introduced Sunny Kim and Emily Schafer from the Midland County Youth Action Committee 
(MCYAC). Sunny, who has been active in the Dow High Key Club, serves on the Steering Committee of Midland 
County Youth Leadership. This annual two-day event for forty ninth graders from the five Midland County high schools 
provides participants with a variety of activities designed to promote leadership and service. MCYAC is seeking 
Kiwassee funding support for this program. 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
Dave Bender introduced new member Andy Thompson, sponsored by Roger Moll, and welcomed him to membership in 
Kiwassee Kiwanis. 
Bill Spaulding visited Paul Walker, who is in good spirits and being cared for at home. He has ALS and is on a breathing 
tube at this time. 
Don Winger is still in the hospital; send cards to his home address and his brother Doug will see that he receives them. 
Mike Cronenberger reported that Gordon Rogers’ foot is in a cast after surgery last week to repair a torn tendon.  

 
 



 
PROGRAM: Dennis Plaske, Chippewa Nature Center 

 
   Community Service chair Diane Stevens introduced Dennis, who is CNC’s Director of Interpretation, which means he 
is the “voice of the resource” who helps visitors connect to, understand, and appreciate the nature. Next year will mark 
the Center’s 50th anniversary of operation, and Dennis focused his program on the history of its development.  
   Howard Garrett and Gene Kenaga shared a vision of what would become the Chippewa Nature Center. A total of 
twenty parcels of land adding up to 190 acres, which included land donated by the Dow Chemical Company and the 
Fisher family, comprised the original CNC, which opened in 1966. Today, the Center covers 1200 acres and has 15 miles 
of trails just 3.5 miles from downtown Midland.  
   The Center’s first program was Nature Day Camp for 3rd-6th graders; in 1968 the Nature Study Building became the 
first building on site; it stands today. The groundbreaking ceremony for the Visitor Center along the Pine River took 
place in 1973. There is no charge to walk the trails or use the Visitor Center. 
   Today, 900 children experience Nature Day Camp, which runs 1-2 week programs all summer for students preschool 
to age 16. Fifteen thousand students from 34 school districts in the Great Lakes Region participate in various school 
programs, and over two hundred people participate in adult and family programs that include hikes, plant and art sales, 
historical instruction, hands-on experience, and a variety of river programs. The Nature Pre-school began in 2007 and 
this year has enrolled 124 students; everything is nature-based in 7 class sessions that run from September to May. 
   The Center uses a variety of media to communicate the message of connecting to, understanding, and appreciating 
nature, such as signage, the eco-system gallery, a theater for films, naturalists, and the newly constructed barn. In 
addition, the Chippewa Trail provides a non-motorized connection to downtown Midland, and the Universal River 
Access Sites provide kayaks and canoes for river drifting. The Chippewa Nature Center appeals to all age groups. 
   Thanks to the vision of the founders; the generous financial support of local foundations, clubs, and community 
members; and the enthusiastic work of volunteers (794 in 2014, which provided almost 13,000 hours of service!), the 
Chippewa Nature Center is one of the largest private non-profit centers in the United States. 
   Challenges facing the CNC in the next fifty years include a growing disconnect from nature and a reduction of free 
time. To sustain the Center, Dennis wants to advocate for the link between experience in the natural world and human 
health, and increase partnerships between individuals, groups, and the community at large.  
   Members’ questions yielded additional information: the Center’s volunteer needs include booth help at festivals, slide 
collections, and data input; contact Volunteer Coordinator Cathy Devendorf (cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or 
989-631-0830. Center’s approach to predators that include a bobcat, coyotes, eagles, and a black bear is to “let Nature 
take its course.” The wetlands created by the mitigation the Midland Mall required are filled with wildlife and the site of 
many pond studies. 
 
NEXT WEEK: Eastlawn Christmas Party – report to the gym at 11:30, corner Jefferson and Eastlawn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


