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March 5: Community Service meeting after general meeting 

March 15: Bruce Rayce honored at "Yes! We Can" Series at Creative 360, 11:30am-1:00pm 
(Rumba) 

April 10-13: Michigan State Robotics Championship, SVSU, volunteers needed, 
www.firstinspires.org (Guillemette) 

May 18: Midland Blooms flower planting on Eastman Avenue (Community Service) 

July 22:  14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake, Harrison 
(Sullivan/Briggs) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Penny Ecarius: The Jeans-to-Totes project is a go.  At each meeting, there will be a laundry 
basket underneath the nametag table for your old worn out jeans.  Tote bags will be made for 
children and their families to tote books back and forth from the Library and to encourage 
literacy.   

Diane Stevens: Community Service meeting next week, March 5, after the general meeting. 

Roger Moll:  CarolAnne will preside over the meeting next week while Roger is warming up in 
sunny California.  She has, unfortunately, joined the ranks of Kiwanians who slipped on the icy 
surfaces in this endless Michigan winter.  Welcome to our guests:  Fred Honerkamp brought Al 
Davis, retired submarine commander.  Crystalee Cook was hostess for Katie Abbotte, Katie 
Dorion (both Chemical Bank employees) and Jim Gall (Right at Home).  Greeters signup sheet 
will be circulated today.  Consider signing up to welcome members and guests to our meetings at 
the check-in table. All you need to do is smile and make all welcome. At the Board of Directors 
meeting last week, $1,000, from 4 project committees, was approved for The Rock.  An update 
was given on the creation of the Kiwassee website.  If anyone has questions or problems signing 
in to Portal Buzz to see both the member-only side and the under-construction website pages, 
please contact Diane Stevens.  A Nominating Committee has been created, consisting of Penny 
Ecarius, Alex Rapanos, Ray Senesac, and Ron Keller.  They will be working to create our 
2019-2020 candidates list. 

 



KATHY BROWN, YOUTH SERVICES DIRECTOR, GRACE A. DOW LIBRARY 

Penny introduced Kathy Brown of Grace A Dow Youth Services.  Penny and Kathy had 
discussed a collaborative project between the library and Young Children.  The Jean-to-Totes 
project was the result.  It can be a long-term project that benefits children, our primary focus.  A 
national library program, 1000 Books Before Kindergarten, encourages parents and caregivers to 
share books with children in the years before starting school.  The Jeans-to-Totes will be an 
incentive for parents and caregivers and their children to participate in the Youth Services 
program. 

Kathy shared the story of the Youth Services renovations after the flood of June 2017 resulted in 
2"-3" of water in the downstairs department.  The goal of the construction was to provide 
opportunities for children, their families, and teens to gather, connect, and explore the library 
resources available.  Even areas not previously open to the public were re-evaluated as usable 
space.  A former staff area became a technology and craft space.  It has been used frequently due 
to the recent school closings.  The young readers section has lower shelves to allow more light to 
enter the room from nearby windows. The play area was enlarged.  The teen room was given 
more seating in booth format, as the librarians noticed the teens gravitated to the booth areas 
upstairs during construction downstairs.  It took almost a year to complete the renovations. In the 
8 months since Youth Services has been reopened, there have been 196 programs for the birth to 
5th grade ages, with 8,000 attendees, and 23 programs available for the middle and high school 
students, with 556 attendees.  Librarians were concerned that the year of construction would 
break the habit of coming to the library among the children and youth patrons, but the numbers 
of attendees and high circulation numbers show there is no reason for concern.   

Each month, there are many opportunities for library patrons of all ages.  In March, the theme 
for Youth Services will be dogs.  Dog toy crafts, K-9 units, Humane Society, dog trainers, 
movies about dogs, and, of course, books about dogs will all be available.  In April, there will be 
an art exhibit of 4th and 5th graders' drawings of the City of Midland as they see it, sponsored by 
the Beautification Advisory Committee of Midland. Cram night for exams is a popular event for 
teens. The entire library is reserved just for them, with pizza provided.   For older library patrons, 
there are computer classes, knitting circles, Books & Bites reading club, informational lectures, 
and trivia nights. 

Technology has created new opportunities for reading, and the library has 3 ways to check out a 
book digitally:  RB, digital audiobooks, OverDrive, e-books and audiobooks, Libby, another 
OverDrive app, and Hoopla, which has e-books, audiobooks, music, TV shows, and movies.  For 
more information, check at the Reference Desk of the Grace A Dow Library or go to 
https://cityofmidlandmi.gov/library.  

NEXT WEEK: FUNDRAISING, FLAG PROJECT KICKOFF, Greeter: Mike McNulty, 
Invocation: ?? 

	


