
 March 5, 2019     KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS    www.kiwassee.org 

Chair: Guillemette   Invocation: Skochdopole   Greeter:  McNulty   Editor: Stevens 

March 15: Bruce Rayce honored at "Yes We Can!" series at Creative 360, 11:30am-1:00pm, luncheon (Rumba) 

April 10-13:  Michigan State Robotics Championship, SVSU, volunteers needed, www.firstinspires.org (Guillemette) 

May 1:  Deadline for Midland Waves subscription sales to returning customers.  Starting date for sales to new customers 
(Senesac) 

May 18: Midland Blooms flower plantng on Eastman Avenue (Community Services) 

May 21:  All forms and checks for Midland Waves subscriptions and sponsorships due (Hoerneman) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake, Harrison (Sullivan/Briggs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mike Cronenberger: Mike, Nina, and Stu Bender had dinner with Max Bottomley recently.  Sadly, Max probably will not be 
able to come back to a Kiwanis meeting.  Mike circulated a card for signatures and will deliver it to Max. 

Brian Goodwill: Sign up to give the Invocation at the start of meetings.  Soon you can check your date on your Kiwassee 
member site in the "Meetings & Events" section.  Click on the specific meeting date and check for assignments.  Brian, as he 
promised, brought prizes for the winning team of the Valentine's Day quiz.   

Bruce Rayce: Phil Sarnacke is going to attend the Key Club meeting at Dow High tomorrow.  One more person is welcome to 
attend.  Sign up to attend future meetings and support the kids and all they do.  It's a quick meeting! 

Carol Rumba:  The "Yes We Can!" series runs from January through May at Creative 360.  Tuesday Tributes from 2-3:30pm, 
Evening Gatherings from 7-8:30pm, and Friday Luncheon Soirees all honor the creativity and contributions of our Midland senior 
citizens.  Our own Bruce Rayce is the guest of honor at a luncheon on Friday, March 15.  RSVP by March 11! 

Diane Stevens: Community Service meeting after general meeting today.  Did everyone receive Smoke Signals via the 
PortalBuzz email? 

CarolAnne Guillemette: It was Stu Bender's birthday yesterday!  Happy Birthday, Stu!!! Fred Honerkamp brought Al Davis 
as a guest again. Al has submitted a membership application!  Excellent news!  Kaitlyn Drive is Crystalee Cook's guest. Bob 
Marsh, who works at Open Door, is Mike Cronenberger's guest. Nate Coady and Larry McCoy are back!!  Rules 
reminder:  please be sure to check in on the laptop in the lobby when you arrive.  The headcount is important! 

FUNDRAISERS - WRAPUP: CANDY & NUTS & KICKOFF: MIDLAND WAVES 

WRAPUP:  Dick Jellum, Candy & Nut fundraiser leader, thanked his team for their work during the 2018 sales, and gave special 
thanks to Brian Goodwill and the Salvation Army for providing the room for storage of the products.  Twenty-four Kiwanians 
donated their time to act as shopkeepers.  Our profit total was down this year at $6,780.  Dick suggested the new product sampler, 
which did well, took sales away from the higher priced party tray sales.  Jim Rajewski was once again our top seller, and Nancy 
Higgins was named our Rookie of the Year.  Sales for 2019 will begin in early November. 

KICKOFF: Ray Senesac presented an overview of Midland Waves, also known as the Flag Project. This is an important 
fundraiser and aims to connect Kiwassee and our good works for children with the flag displays. Jim Young proposed the Flag 
Project fundraising idea after visiting the Traverse City Kiwanis Club.  The first year of our "flag planting" on the 5 National 



Holidays was 2013, when 300 flags were purchased and profits of $1,300 were donated to the Kiwanis International Eliminate 
Project, a joint effort with UNICEF to fight maternal and neonatal tetanus worldwide.  For the next 2 years, profits increased and 
Kiwassee was able to provide a total of $10,100 to Kiwanis International for Eliminate.   

Beginning in 2016, 100 more flags were purchased, and profits stayed with Kiwassee to benefit our project funds, and, ultimately, 
the children we help.  There are now 2 ways to support our fundraiser: individual subscriptions and sponsorships. Individual 
subscriptions were sold through 2016.  The previous years of "flag planting" showed that to place, then remove, the flags in 
individual locations (in residents' front yards) required more volunteer hours and hands than were available.  Sponsorship sales to 
businesses and individuals, with mass flag displays in prominent locations around Midland, became a better method of 
operation.  However, there must be more support from businesses to grow the program.  Better sales approach and sales materials 
were created in 2018 with guidance from Bolger & Battle. 

The 2019 program begins with subscription sales, $40/flag, to existing customers. Those sales end May 1.  After May 1, sales will 
be opened to new subscription customers.  A cap of 200 is placed on the number of subscribers to keep the placement duties 
manageable.  Sponsorships, whether by businesses or individuals, are offered in 5 levels, from Bronze ($100) to Diamond 
($2,500).  Different sponsorship amounts receive different recognitions.     

Club members will soon receive a list of last year's subscription customers, order forms with last year's information, and a blank 
order form with Kiwasse contact information for new customers.  Dave Winegardner will provide the forms for 
subscriptions.  Mike Cronenberger will provide sponsorship information and forms. Cal Hoerneman will collect completed forms, 
with the check attached, for every customer.  Key words from Ray:  "Stress supporting the flag, our country, and Kiwassee 
Kiwanis projects.  We can not do all of our good projects without community support." Volunteers will have assigned routes, 
place flags at sunrise, and remove them before sunset.  Dee Howe is the volunteer coordinator.   

The 2019 goals for this major fundraiser are $7,000 profit for subscriptions and $10,000 profit for sponsorships.  Everyone can 
help in some way, whether volunteering to place or remove flags, selling subscriptions or sponsorships, or becoming a sponsor or 
subscriber themselves.   

Mike Cronenberger will do a sales promotion minute (or two) each week to keep us thinking about Midland Waves.  This week's 
tips:  Think about who you could approach for a sponsorship.  Do you feel more comfortable selling with a partner?  Remember 
to make a connection with the customer and stress Kiwassee's projects. Send a personal note as a reminder to renew a 
sponsorship. 

	


