
 April 2, 2019     KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS    www.kiwassee.org 

Chair: Moll   Invocation: Finnegan   Greeter: Scorsone   Editor: Stevens 

April 4: 4:30pm, groundbreaking for Pat's Habitat house, corner of W. Wackerly and Stark (Cronenberger) 

April 6: Spring Divisional in Owosso, Divisions 10, 16, 17, 18 (Rayce) 

April 9: Golf Outing Committee meeting at 11am, BEFORE general meeting; Junior Youth meeting after 
general meeting 

April 10-13:  Michigan State Robotics Championship, SVSU, volunteers needed, www.firstinspires.org 
(Guillemette) 

April 12-13: Men of Music Spring Concert, 7pm, MCFTA (Rupprecht) 

April 12:  The Rock Lock-In event, do you want to volunteer?  Contact The Rock, 989-835-2542 

April 17: Children's Grief Center fundraising luncheon, 11:30am-1:00pm, Valley Plaza Great Hall 
(Community Service) 

April 25: 31st Annual Kiwassee International Goodwill Banquet, Pt. Huron, 5pm reception, 6pm dinner 
(Moll) 

May 1:  Deadline for Midland Waves subscription sales to returning customers.  Starting date for sales to 
new customers (Senesac) 

May 1: PAO Celebrity Art Gala Fundraiser, Kiwassee Vs. Rotary, Loons Stadium, suite level lobby of 
Dow Diamond, 5pm start (Allen) 

May 7: Kiwassee Kiwanis Election of Officers 

May 5-8: "Mega Blitz"  to open new Detroit area Kiwanis Clubs.  MI Division volunteers can help. 
(Rayce) 

May 18: Midland Blooms flower planting on Eastman Avenue (M Briggs) 

May 21:  All forms and checks for Midland Waves subscriptions and sponsorships due (Hoerneman) 

June 11: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, more details soon (Keller) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake, Harrison 
(Sullivan/Briggs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kathy Allen: PAO fundraiser, Wednesday, 5/1, Dow Diamond Suire Level, bistro buffet 5pm, silent 
auction 5-8pm, Loons 6:05pm, tickets available from Kathy, $65 each.  Watch Kiwassee duel with Noon 
Rotary in an art competition! 

Penny Ecarius: Sanford Senior Center has donated many pairs of jeans for the book tote project!  Keep 
cleaning out your closets! 



 Al Forster: First quarter dues billings have reached your inbox.  Al will be gone 4/6 to 4/23 and Jim 
Heffel will take checks.  If you mail it to Al, he won't get it until after 4/23.   

Brian Goodwill: Sign up for Invocation, please.   

Rudy Phillips: Junior Youth committee meeting next week AFTER general meeting 

Bruce Rayce: Sign up to attend HH Dow Key Club meetings at 3:30 on Wednesdays. 

Diane Stevens: Doug Snoddy provided a family health update: Doug's son-in-law is improving since his 
2/26 kidney transplant.  The heart may recover some functions, and the doctors are monitoring his 
condition.  Cathy and Doug have been back and forth (home to do taxes), but are now in Toronto caring for 
their son-in-law while the wife returns to work. 

Betsy Sullivan: BEFORE general meeting next week, at 11am, Golf Committee meeting  

Roger Moll: May is Membership Month for Kiwanis.  Roger, Alex, Mike Cronenberger, and Bruce Rayce 
will attend Spring Divisional on 4/6 in Owosso.  Turn in your completed Senior Survey to Senior Services 
on N. Saginaw.  Gene Moore is with us today!  Good to see you, Gene! St. Charles Kiwanis Club is having 
a charity poker event.  Contact Bruce for more information.  Don't forget to sign in!!  Don't forget to sign in 
your guest and indicate who or what committee is the host...i.e. who will pay for the lunch.  Quick Board 
meeting after the meeting today. 

HUMAN & SPIRITUAL VALUES: KURT FAUST, STEP UP COACH 

Kurt Faust has been a sports coach, teacher, and school counselor. and, since 2011, devoted to making 
Midland a better community through STEP UP Coach, Inc.  His motivational presentations and programs 
for service clubs, school groups, prisoners, coaches, and others encourages individuals to live with 
integrity, act with compassion, adopt positive values, and develop a work ethic.   

The programs include Midland Fresh, Plusone Mentoring, Addiction Awareness Campaign, Coaches, and 
audience-specific programs developed for youth. 

Midland Fresh is a mobile fresh produce source that is driven to 12 locations (where income levels are 
moderate to low, with residents on fixed incomes) in Midland County every week during the summer 
produce growing season.  It's not only produce that is available, but also recipes, instructions for freezing 
and preserving, and a social component to the process. Everything is free, and shoppers are advised to only 
take what they can use in a week.  Donations are accepted and used to pay for gas.  Kurt and his wife 
created this outreach 3 years ago, and they are the primary drivers for the van. Produce comes from 9 
community gardens, Hidden Harvest, Eastern Michigan Food Bank, and Midland EFPN. Midland Fresh is 
part of the Hunger Connection program. 

Plusone Mentoring meets people where they are, with the idea that an office setting for counseling will 
not work for many clients.  A coffee shop, a walk, a game of pool, those activities provide a bond between 
two people and create a more casual atmosphere.  That atmosphere, unconditional love in spite of setbacks 
in progress, and support while working through problems that arise are done to empower people as they 
define their own path to success.  Kurt's book, Plusone Mentoring, is available on Amazon.com. 

 Addiction Awareness Campaign provides mentoring for folks suffering from addictions.  Kurt is 
working with For A Brighter Tomorrow to provide education and resources, create community awareness 
and acceptance, and, in his words, "add light in the dark places and work in the darkness." This work is not 
focused on the substance (opiod abuse numbers have improved in Midland, but meth and alcohol are too 



high), but on the addiction and resultant problems.  Kurt has authored a booklet, "How to be a Parent While 
Addicted" to help parents cope with their children and parenthood while also battling back from addictions. 

Coaches' goal is to teach coaches how to promote healthy values and competition in their teams, and 
balance toughness and understanding of the players' outside lives.  Kurt also speaks to parents of athletes 
about healthy levels of being a sport parent. 

Youth Empowerment sessions are designed to teach youth compassion for others, be confident leaders, 
and independent thinkers.  Kurt will soon be speaking with a group of middle school boys about 
disrespecting women and girls.  Hallway Heroes places adults in school hallways to provide a calming 
presence and a friendly face as students move between classes.   

Kurt has other projects, all having the goal of being a positive and supportive presence for the attendees of 
the events: Street Ministry, 1 Week, 1 Street, Youth Ministry, Sneakerpalooza, Lunch with the Pastors, Day 
of Prayer, and his authorship of helpful books and pamphlets.   

  

NEXT WEEK:  NOMINATING COMMITTEE/AUDIT COMMITTEE 

INVOCATION, FRED HONERKAMP 

GREETER, KIM CLARK 

	


