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April 20: Spring Adopt-a-Highway on M-20. Meet at 9 am at the Law Enforcement Center, 2727 
Rodd (behind Kroger) (Briggs) 

April 25: 31st Annual Kiwassee International Goodwill Banquet, Pt. Huron, 5pm reception, 6pm 
dinner (Moll) 

April 30: Annual Kiwassee Pig Auction-bring your stuff! (Moll) 

May 1:  Deadline for Midland Waves subscription sales to returning customers.  Starting date for 
sales to new customers (Senesac) 

May 1: PAO Celebrity Art Gala Fundraiser: suite level lobby of Dow Diamond, 5pm start (Allen) 

May 7: Kiwassee Kiwanis Election of 2019-20 Officers 

May 5-8: "Mega Blitz” to open new Detroit area Kiwanis Clubs.  MI Division volunteers can help. 
(Rayce) 

May 18: Midland Blooms flower planting on Eastman Avenue (M Briggs) 

May 21:  All forms and checks for Midland Waves subscriptions and sponsorships due 
(Hoerneman) 

June 11: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, more details soon (Keller) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake, Harrison 
(Sullivan/Briggs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kathy Allen: PAO fundraiser, Wednesday, 5/1, Dow Diamond Suite Level, bistro buffet 5pm, 
silent auction 5-8pm, Loons 6:05pm, tickets available from Kathy, $65 each--only 20 left! Watch 
Kiwassee duel with Noon Rotary in an art competition! 

Roger Briggs: The Spring Adopt-A-Highway event is this Saturday, April 27. Meet at 9 am at the 
Midland Law Enforcement Center (behind Kroger). After viewing the safety video, we'll proceed 
to the Merchandise Outlet parking lot on M-20 and cover our stretch from Currie Parkway to 
Sandow Road. Dow High Key Clubbers will join us. Dress for the weather, and bring gloves! 

Mike Cronenberger: Mike recently met with Brad Tammen, Great Lakes Loons general manager 
and president; and Dave Ramaker, president of the Midland Baseball Foundation. Note to Kim 
Clark: as you plan the schedule for next year's meetings, know that both Brad and Dave are 
eager to provide a program for one of our meetings! 

Bruce Rayce: Senior Youth will meet after today's regular meeting. 



Jim Young: Flags will meet after today's regular meeting. 

Roger Moll: Roger shared a letter from Graham Chick of the New Zealand-South Pacific District 
of Kiwanis International. Graham thanked the club for our letter of support in the aftermath of the 
recent shooting at two mosques. Contact Bruce for information about volunteering at the "Mega 
Blitz" May 5-8 to open new Kiwanis clubs in the Detroit area.  The Kiwassee Board of Directors 
will meet at noon Thursday, April 19, at Memorial Presbyterian Church. Remember: check in and 
note your guests! 

Member News: Max Bottomley is in hospice, Duane Brooks is in assisted living, and John Mier is 
in memory care; all three at Independence Village. Stu Bender will undergo cataract surgery. 
Cards circulated for signatures. 

Guests: speaker Dennis Caney and Lori Christiansen (potential member), hosted by Crystal 
Cook. 

PROGRAM: Dennis Caney, Midland County Search and Rescue 

Community Service co-chair Diane Stevens introduced Dennis, who serves on the Board of 
Directors of MCSAR. He's a long-time resident of Midland, with many interests that include ham 
radios and Boy Scouts. He has been involved with MCSAR in a variety of capacities over the 
years. Forty certified volunteers respond to local missing-person alerts, which Dennis explained 
could occur as often as 4 times in two weeks. Ham radios are invaluable to such searches, and 
Dennis currently monitors from the MCSAR office the communication between searchers. They 
always move in pairs--ALWAYS.  

Data is critical to searchers' efforts. MCSAR relies on Lost Person Behavior (by Robert J. 
Koester, available on Amazon) to develop a profile specific to a missing person. For example, 
research shows that Alzheimer's patients travel in a straight line, information that, added to how 
long the person has been gone, can help searchers pinpoint where to look. Other details such as 
age, gender, and identifying details can be input into a database that will provide overall 
patterns that searchers can consider as well. Use of the database raises the chances of a person 
being found from 5% to 50%.  

We should call 911 as SOON as we know someone is gone; the Sheriff's office will respond 
within 10 minutes and notify the MCSAR immediately. Dennis also explained how to make a 
useful item for a search dog: thoroughly rinse a clean shirt to remove any residual scent, line dry 
it outside, use gloves to put the shirt on, and wear it for 24 hours. Use gloves to remove it and 
double bag it, using ziploc bags. Write your name and date on it and place it in the freezer. If it's 
needed, a dog handler will remove it from the freezer and allow the dog to sniff it. It's essential to 
follow these instructions for the shirt to be useful.  
 
Dennis made a plea for volunteers: retirees are especially needed to handle office tasks so the 
trained searchers can be out in the field. Tasks include MCSAR website updating and data entry, 
along with checking in volunteers in the field. MCSAR is a 501C3 and depends on donations and 
grants for funding. Members' questions addressed other search methods like helicopters, 
National Guard and Coast Guard, electronic surveillance, and dogs--which he noted are trained 
one particular purposes such as cadaver, drugs, missing person, etc. Dennis also shared details 
about unusual searches.  
 
Contact Dennis for more information: midlandsar.org or 989-600-6124 or vcaney@yahoo.com. 

	


