
May 14, 2019    KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE 
SIGNALS   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

              Chair: Moll        Invocation: Young      Greeter: Allen     Editor: Briggs 

May 15: Deadline to sign up to volunteer for Mt. Pleasant Kiwanis' Special Olympics 
carnival event (davidzamarron@yahoo.com) (Moll) 

May 18: Midland Blooms flower planting on Eastman Avenue (M Briggs) 

May 19: Camp Fish-Tales 25th Anniversary Celebration, 12-2. Events include an Open 
House, luncheon, tours, and the dedication of a new 24- bed cabin, which the Kiwassee 
Foundation helped to purchase. Call 989-879-5199 or email director@campfishtales.org. 
(Townley) 

May 21: Deadline to turn in all forms and checks for Midland Waves subscriptions and 
sponsorships (Hoerneman) 

May 27: Memorial Day Parade (Briggs), flag planting (Young) 

May 30: Kiwanis Special Olympics carnival event, 6:30pm setup, 7:30 to 9pm 
event CMU football stadium, Mt. Pleasant (Moll) 

June 18: Eagle Village bus trip (Burmester) 

June 25: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, Shelter D, 5:30pm-8pm 
(Winegardner/Keller) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at 
Harrison (Sullivan/M Briggs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Midland Blooms is this Saturday! Most of you know the drill: arrive at 
the northeast corner of Eastman and Sugnet around 8 am-ish; easy parking is across the 
street in the Latter Day Saints lot--cross Eastman carefully! Wear planting garb, 
including gloves, hat, and sunscreen. BYO digging tools if desired. See Martha for a 
breakfast coupon.  The Memorial Day Parade is Monday, May 27. Kiwanis Family 
members will gather at 9:30-9:45 on St. Nicholas Street. Ray Senesac will once again 
drive his slick convertible and invites veterans to join him in relative comfort. See him if 
you want a ride. Also, see Ray if you'd like to be one of five volunteers carrying flags 
in the parade; halters provided for your comfort! 

Al Forster: Eight dues deadbeats remain--get those checks in to Al ASAP! Pay up or 
you'll be carrying a flag in the Memorial Day Parade! 



Duane Townley: Bud Waling, former Kiwassee member and champion Travel and 
Adventure salesman, passed away yesterday at his home in Leelanau County. He was 
104: Kiwanis International and Bud were both born in 1915. Duane and Terri were with 
Bud yesterday about two hours before he died. Services will be held at Leland United 
Methodist at a later date. May Bud Waling rest in peace. Donations in his name may be 
made to the Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation. 

Jim Young: Flag installation is two weeks away! We are at $11,000, inching slowly 
toward our $16,000 goal. Sponsorships are down this year, as are residential 
subscriptions. We need to pick up the slack! In other flag business, volunteers are needed 
this afternoon to prepare Main Street for flag installation. Meet at the Midland County 
Courthouse entrance at 5:00 pm. Sales of residential flags to existing and new customers 
are open until May 21; turn in all slips, forms, and checks at that time. Visit 
kiwasseekiwanis.org for both sponsorship and residential flag forms.  

Betsy Sullivan: Please sign up to volunteer at the Kiwassee Golf Outing on July 22. 
Shifts are available.Young Children Priority One will meet after today's meeting. 

Dee Howe: Who missed the meeting two weeks ago? If you did, you missed a chance to 
sign up to install flags, so see Dee immediately if not sooner to commit!! And for those of 
you who were at the meeting two weeks ago, yes, she's still begging. 

Tom Finnegan: Seniors Services is desperate for volunteer drivers. Give it a try! Call 
989-633-3790 or visit https://www.seniorservicesmidland.org/volunteer/transportation-
drivers/. 

R. Moll: Welcome to Helen Szabo, who has submitted her application for membership as 
a corporate member! Kiwassee Board meets Thursday, May 16, at noon at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.  

PROGRAM: Senior Youth--Trish Steele, Manager of the Midland County Fair 

Senior Youth committee member Mary Lou Myers introduced Trish, who is a Midland 
County native and a third-generation farmer born and raised in Larkin Township. One of 
the slides in Trish's PowerPoint showed a group of 4-H youth, circa 1940, with her dad 
sitting near the front; he raised a prize steer that year. Trish and her husband Rodney 
operate Boulder Clay Farm, selling lamb and goat meat, honey, syrup, chicken and duck 
eggs at the Midland Farmers Market. She shared information about Midland County 
Fair's youth programs.  

The Fair's mission is educate the community in the science of agriculture, horticulture, 
household arts and family living. Programs place special emphasis on youth via 
competitions and exhibits during the annual county fair and in year-round programs. 
Incorporated in 1939, the Midland County Fair is recognized through the region. It is a 
501C3 for agricultural education and privately owned and operated by the Midland 
County Agricultural and Horticultural Society. Buildings include the Gerstacker Fair 



Center, livestock barns, merchant buildings, and the restored Leipart School. Midland 
County owns the property.  

In the last fifteen years, the Fair has provided over $600K in premiums and facilitated 
more than $7mm in youth livestock auctions. Over 10,000 exhibits are submitted for 
judging each year; areas of interest include large and small animals, produce, taxidermy, 
woodworking, sewing, needlecrafts, canning, and baking. All entrants receive ribbons, 
premiums, and helpful feedback from the judges. Additional youth opportunities beyond 
the Fair include showmanship clinics, animal husbandry clinics, FFA activities, and 
MSUcamps and workshops. 

The Fair improves the quality of life for Midland County residents by promoting tourism 
and educating the public on the importance of agriculture to Michigan's economy. The 
Fair's facilities' economic impact on the area is not limited to a single week in August, but 
can be felt throughout the year: camping from April-November; horse shows; winter 
storage for boats, campers, and trailers; equestrian competitions (area middle and high 
schools have teams), corporate events, weddings and showers, kennel club shows, 
motorcycle rallies, the Antique Festival, and more. The Midland and Dow High proms 
were held in the Gerstacker Fair Center for several years.  

Trish explained that she is about to embark on a capital fundraising campaign to build the Midland Fair 
Equestrian Center, which will serve riding enthusiasts throughout the entire state. Raising the funds, along 
with updating aging landscaping, are top priorities at this time. 

Reminders: The Kiwassee Board of Directors meets at noon, Thursday, May 16, at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. Midland Blooms is at 8:15 am, corner of 
Eastman/Sugnet. See Martha about the Memorial Day Parade. Jim Young invites stealthy 
folks to install flag tubes on Main Street today at 5 pm (after hours). Wear black and meet 
at the Courthouse.   

Next Week: Greeter-Susan Love             Invocation-Duane Townley       Program: YCP1 

	


