
May 21, 2019    KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

              Chair: Moll      Invocation: Townley      Greeter: Love     Editor: Stevens 

May 21: Deadline to turn in flag sponsorship forms and money (Winegardner/Young) 

May 27: Memorial Day Parade (Briggs), flag planting (Young) 

May 30: Kiwanis Special Olympics carnival event, 6:30pm setup, 7:30 to 9pm event, CMU football 
stadium, Mt. Pleasant (Moll) 

June 5: Membership Induction (Bender/Moll) 

June 18: Eagle Village bus trip (Burmester) 

June 25: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, Shelter D, 5:30pm-8pm (Winegardner/Keller) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs Minute by Roger Moll:  The Memorial Day Parade is Monday, May 27. Kiwanis Family 
members will gather at 9:30-9:45a.m. at St. Nicholas Street and Larkin. Wear appropriate Kiwassee 
garb.  Parade goes down Main St. to Rodd to King's Daughters' and is done by 11:30a.m.  Ray Senesac will 
once again drive his slick convertible and invites veterans to join him in relative comfort. See him if you 
want a ride. Also, see Ray if you'd like to be one of five volunteers carrying flags in the parade; carriers 
provided for your comfort! 

Al Forster: FIVE FIVE FIVE dues deadbeats remain--get those checks in to Al ASAP!  

Chuck Gartner: Sign up to volunteer for a job at the July 22 Golf Scramble.  Many time slots are available 
to accommodate your schedule, it is not hard work, it's a beautiful venue, and you are helping a fundraiser 
for the children's benefit, and Chuck did it last year and had fun so this year you can too! 

Rudy Phillips: After a consultation with Stephanie Richardson, Midland City Horticulturist, Rudy shared 
two Stratford Park project opportunities.  First, small tree trunks need some form of protection from over-
zealous mowing by summer temp workers.  Second, the attractive stones provided and installed by 
Kiwassee in a past project have all been stolen.  A new, and less attractive to thieves, edging needs to be 
installed.  Sign up if you are interested in helping on a date yet to be determined. 

Bruce Rayce: 1)Senior Youth meeting today at 1pm.  2)Special Olympics in Mt. Pleasant on May 30, with 
a Mt. Pleasant Kiwanis carnival at 6:30pm for participants.  Bruce and Roger M. will volunteer.  If 
interested in helping, contact Bruce.  3)Recently there was a Mega Blitz in Detroit in which 7 new Kiwanis 
Clubs were opened in 3 days! 

Ray Senesac: Five volunteers are needed to carry flags (in new flag carriers donated by Dee Howe in 
memory of her mother and her service as a WAC, THANK YOU, Dee) in the Memorial Day parade on 
5/27.  Meet at corner of St. Nicholas and Larkin between 9:30am and 9:45am.  Parade finishes at King's 
Daughters' by 11:30am.  Also, after flag planting on Monday, breakfast will be at Big Boy. 



Diane Stevens: 1)Thank you to all the readers who participated in our preschool classroom reading 
project:  Jim Heffel, Gordon Rogers, Penny Ecarius, Peg Stokes, Bill Krueger, Dick Skochdople, Carol 
Sarnacke, Duane Townley, Mike Cronenberger.  2)A record 16 volunteers helped plant marigolds for 
Midland Blooms last Saturday! We finished quickly and even had time to help the group in the next 
section.  A delicious breakfast for the workers was served at Primrose on the front portico.   

Duane Townley: In addition to painting at Eagle Village on 6/18, there will be a deck repair project.  Sign 
up if you'd like to go.  Remember....ice cream! 

Dave Winegardner: Flag installation is Monday, 5/27. Routes are being finalized. If you sell a subscription 
now, the seller, i.e. YOU, will be the planter. We are at $14,500, inching slowly toward our $16,000 goal.  

Roger Moll: Welcome to our guests:  Emily Shafer and Sharon Mortenson, Midland Area Community 
Foundation (MACF), Kristy Godley, NU Circle K, and Sandra Bellinger from Primrose as a guest of 
Crystalee.  At the most recent Board meeting, resignations of Norm Hozak and Dale Ducommon were 
accepted with regret, and Helen Szabo of Ieuter Insurance was approved for membership. Project fund 
requests approved were $534 for raingear for Headstart preschoolers, $500 for security cameras at NMFC, 
$200 for Memorial Presbyterian food pantry, $150 for CROP Walk support. It's Dave Bender's birthday, 
Happy Birthday, Dave!!  The Signature Project, our support of Longview Elementary Childhood Center, 
submitted to International earlier this year, was one of the 10 national finalists in the competition, but not 
the ultimate winner.  We did receive a certificate of recognition for the fact that OUR PROJECT was the #1 
project in Michigan Division.   

PROGRAM: Young Children - MACF "Ready for School" Preschool Scholarship  

Sharon Mortenson, President and CEO of MACF, and Emily Schafer, Development Officer, attended our 
meeting to present the program.  MACF was founded in 1973 to "improve the quality of life in Midland" as 
per the 2018 Annual Report.  Grants are provided in support of many area organizations and projects, such 
as Bullock Creek High School, Midland Parks and Rec, STEP Up Coach, public art installations, Mid-
Michigan Health Foundation, and college scholarships. 

The focus of the presentation today is the new "Ready for School" preschool scholarship program. 
Surprisingly, in Midland County, almost half of all incoming kindergarteners have no preschool 
experience.  The preschool years are extremely important for the child's emotional, social, and physical 
development.  Unfortunately, a family's economic instability can seriously limit the child's opportunity to 
develop those necessary skills in a preschool setting. 

Midland County's Great Start Collaborative will oversee the MACF "Ready for School" program, and 
available funds from MACF will be distributed through the same organization.  The goal is to provide at 
least one year of preschool (of 3 star quality in the ranking system) for a child.  Eight local preschools are 
currently able to provide the appropriate level of quality.     

A donation of a minimum of $10,000 allows establishment of a named scholarship fund.  Donations of any 
amount will also be accepted.  The average cost for a year of quality ranked preschool is $2,250.   

For more information on Midland Area Community Foundation and their new preschool scholarship 
program, go to www.midlandfoundation.org. 

  

Next Week: Greeter-Kim Clark            Invocation-Nancy Higgins                Program: Human and Spiritual 
Values 


