
June 4, 2019    KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

              Chair: Moll      Invocation: R. Briggs      Greeter: B. Sullivan    Editor: M. Briggs (aka Mrs. 
Smoke Signals) 

June 18: Eagle Village bus trip (Burmester) 

June 18: Golf Outing meeting (11:00 am) and Flags committee meetings; Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation 
meeting (after the general meeting) 

June 25: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, Shelter D, 5:30pm-7 pm (Winegardner/Keller) NO NOON 
MEETING! 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Penny Ecarius: Penny totally confused her tablemates when she rehearsed her announcement today, so she 
plans to present details about a potential fundraiser at next week's meeting, using a slick Power Point 
presentation she hopes will make her idea crystal clear to everyone.  

Dick Jellum: Community Service committee will meet after today's regular meeting. 

Betsy Sullivan: Golf Scramble committee will meet at 11:00 am, BEFORE next week's regular 
meeting. Young Children Priority One committee will have a brief meeting after today's general meeting. 
Please sign up to volunteer for the July 22 Kiwassee Charity Golf Classic! 

Dave Winegardner: Try not to be startled when the church will test the alarm system around 1:00 today! 

Roger Moll: Thanks to Betsy Sullivan for greeting folks as they arrived today. After you finish this 
month's Kiwanis magazine, please give it to Betsy or Martha so we can make it available at the golf outing. 
Remember that most new members join our club because one of us asked them to! The Steak Picnic is at 
Emerson Park on June 25 at 5:00. There will be no noon meeting that day. 

MEMBER NEWS: Bob Davidson-Larry McCoy is improving at home; doctors have told him he'll have a 
long road to recovery. Penny Ecarius-John Mier recently celebrated his 90th birthday; He is in the Memory 
Care Unit at Independent Village.  

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION: Dave Bender inducted David Brown of Isabella Bank. CarolAnne 
Guillemette sponsored David, who has spent his entire career in banking. He and his wife have three 
children and are active in their church. David is extensively involved with the youth programs there, and 
his heart for youth makes Kiwassee a good fit for him.  

KIWASSEE KIWANIS FOUNDATION UPDATE: Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation Roger Briggs 
provided a bit of history when he mentioned that Dick Skochdopole reminded him that the Kiwassee 
Foundation awarded a grant to FACE (Fighting Alcohol Concerns Through Education), a local group Dick 
and the early Dow High Key Club was a part of for several years. 



There are three Kiwanis Foundations: the Kiwanis International Foundation; the Kiwanis of Michigan 
Foundation, which serves four children's hospitals in Michigan (Mary Free Bed in Grand Rapids, the 
Detroit Children's Hospital, the Northern Michigan Hospital in Petoskey, and Mott Children's Hospital in 
Ann Arbor; and our Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation, which awards grants to local non-profits.  

The Kiwassee Foundation's current assets are around $400,000, of which 5% is available for disbursement 
annually. While the Foundation has usually limited awards to capital expenses, more recently we have 
expanded to include a broader range of expenses, as long as they are not ongoing. We began this year with 
$25,000 and to date have awarded $6400 to Camp Fish Tales for specialized beds for the camp's new cabin 
and $1100 to Junior Achievement for classroom materials. Pending applications include the Salvation 
Army SHARE program and the Bullock Creek BlitzCreek Robotics Team.  

The Foundation also funds memorials: currently, we are working on one for long-time member and club 
secretary Jack Higgins and long-time-member Paul Walker. Roger asked committee chairs to submit an 
application to the Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation for support of appropriate projects. There's a lot of money 
to give away! 

PROGRAM: "E Cigs: a Youth Epidemic" The Legacy Center for Community Success, Barb Swierzbin 
and Michelle Beeck 

Kiwassee President Roger Moll introduced Barb, Coalition Liaison, and Michelle, Community Educator, 
who brought visuals with them to reinforce the serious threat electronic cigarettes (E-Cigs or, in teen lingo, 
"vapes") pose to youth. E-Cigs are the next generation of nicotine products. They are marketed as cool and 
high-tech, and targeted to youth with a variety of flavors and familiar visual images like fidget 
spinners. Barb provided some alarming statistics: in a 2018 survey of Midland County junior and senior 
high students, 12th graders' use had risen 90%; 10th graders' 96%' and 8th graders' 74%.   

Like cigarettes, E-cigs have many harmful ingredients, the most familiar being nicotine. And, like 
cigarettes, E-cigs are expensive, ranging in price from $40-60 and up for a starter pack. Unfortunately, 
youth don't connect the two products, describing cigarettes as "cancer-causing firesticks" and vapes as 
"cool." Unlike cigarettes, E-cigs do not generate smoke: instead, they generate an aerosol that contains tiny 
particles of nicotine (NOT a vapor, as is commonly assumed). An E-cig pod delivers the equivalent of one 
to three packs of cigarettes. Health impacts are similar to those of cigarettes and, while E-cigs do not 
contain cigarettes' harmful tars, the tiny nicotine particles do enter the lungs where they create a condition 
called "popcorn lung," which is as deadly as lung cancer.   

The Legacy Center works closely with middle and high schools in Midland County to address this issue, 
providing education in a variety of formats such as health class presentations, parent town halls, and 
campaigns. Because E-cigs are cleverly disguised as every-day items like thumb drives, highlighters, and 
worry stones, staff "show and tell" sessions help teachers, administrators, and other school personnel 
identify them properly. Midland High School students have developed a PSA campaign, "Get Your Head 
Out of the Clouds." Discipline includes suspension from school and athletic eligibility.  

The FDA has designated E-cigarettes as a "nicotine product," subject to the same prohibitions as tobacco 
products, e.g., banned in public places and not permitted for sale to anyone under age 18. Michigan is one 
of two states that have not adopted legislation that considers E-cigs a tobacco product. Former governor 
While Rick Snyder vetoed two related bills, and Governor Gretchen Whitmer has two on her desk waiting 
for her signature. She supports the "Tobacco Product 21" initiative that would make 21 the minimum age to 
purchase nicotine products, including E-cigarettes.  

Barb and Michelle stayed after the meeting to show E-cig products they'd brought and answer members' 
many questions. For more information, visit drugfreemidland.org and click on "Nicotine Delivery."  



Next Week: Greeter-Nate Coady               Invocation-Kevin Scorsone               Program: Chippewa 
Nature Center (Junior Youth) 

	


