
June 11, 2019           KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS           www.kiwasseekiwanis.org  

Chair:  Moll                Invocation:  Scorsone                  Greeter: Coady                    Editor: M. Briggs 

June 25: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, Shelter D, 5:30pm-7 pm (Winegardner/Keller) NO NOON 
MEETING! 

June 27-28: Eagle Village painting (Townley) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

July 26-27: Eagle Village Painting 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (be advised: there are many today--some are long, and all are wildly interesting!) 

Martha Briggs: Keep bringing in coupon inserts for Coups for Troops, pop tabs for Michigan children's 
hospitals, Box Tops for Central Park Elementary School, and hotel toiletries The Open Door. Aktion Club 
meets tomorrow at 5:30 at the MPS Administration Building.        All are welcome! Park in the lot behind 
the building and enter the door closer to George Street. 

Penny Ecarius: Today Penny provided a clear and concise explanation of the initiative she hinted at last 
week. She encourages members to donate to What Goes Around Comes Around clothing* and household 
items that, while still in good shape, they no longer use or want. WGACA is a consignment shop located in 
the Gil-Roy's Hardware on the Circle. Once inside the store, members can write "Kiwassee Kiwanis" on the 
clipboard, and the club will receive 40% of our items' sale prices. Those funds will go into the club's 
administrative account, supplementing funds raised via Happy Dollars and the Pig Auction. Anything that 
doesn't sell will go to the West Midland Family Center. It's a win/win/win (members/WMFC/Kiwassee)! 
*NO MEN'S clothing--only children's clothes, shoes, and toys; women's clothes and accessories, and 
miscellaneous household items. A quick stroll around the store will give members a good idea of what 
WGACA accepts. 

Al Forster: Dues are still due from five stragglers. Anyone who wishes to pay his or her dues ahead may 
do so-just see Al. 

Bruce Rayce: "I need someone to take my place as greeter next week!" Jim Young stepped up. 

Duane Townley: Eagle Village painting is Thursday-Friday June 27-28 and July 26-27. See Duane for 
details. 

Betsy Sullivan: The Golf Outing is still collecting this month's Kiwanis magazine for the table at the turn, 
still seeking raffle items and door prizes, still registering golfers for the event, and still soliciting 
sponsorships. (Impressive parallel structure in that sentence--nice job, Betsy!) 

Chuck Gartner: At last night's CROP team meeting, Chuck learned about the extent of our support of the 
CROP Hunger Walk. In addition to the help members provide marking the route, registering walkers, and 
manning checkpoints, Jim Morgan has been taking pictures of the event for several years. In fact, the area 
coordinator stated that no other Kiwanis club in Michigan provides as much support as we do! Next, 
assuring us that he wasn't pitching anything, and insisting members will have fun watching people chase a 
small ball, Chuck promoted volunteering at the July 22 golf outing: an easy 40-minute drive Up North, four 



hour spots to work, snacks, almost unbelievably NICE people...in other words, you HAVE to experience 
this! You are needed--sign up for what promises to be a great day! 

Dee Howe: Flag Day is THIS Friday: the flags must be installed! See Dee to confirm your assignment or to 
sign up to help--it's fun! 

Roger Moll: Sign up to attend the Steak Fry on June 25, and sign up to be a greeter. 

GUESTS: Recent Cornell graduate Benjamin Kent Bryant joined us today as his grandfather Millard's 
guest. He will begin a job at Capital One in August. Jenn Kirts is our program speaker for today. 

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION: Dave Bender was back today to induct another new member sponsored 
by CarolAnne Guillemette! Helen Szabo of Ieuter Insurance Group said she's loved the warm reception 
members have given her in the past several weeks. Helen relocated to Midland from Bay City to attend 
Northwood University, and appreciates that most people in Midland are "citizens, not residents." 

PROGRAM: Jenn Kirts, Director of Programs, Chippewa Nature Center 

Junior Youth committee chair Rudy Phillips introduced Jenn, who began working at CNC as a summer day 
camp counselor. After she completed a Master's degree in Conservation Biology, CNC hired her full-time, 
and over the years she has worked her way up to her current position as Director of Programs. 

While the Chippewa Nature Center focuses it’s programming on children and families, Jenn stressed that 
the CNC is for everyone, from neophytes to experts, birth to the end of life. The Center's mission is to 
connect all people to nature through recreational, educational, and cultural experiences. Once they fall in 
love with nature, Jenn explained, they'll want to protect and preserve it. She detailed several programs for 
children, youth, and families. Nature Preschool meets 2, 3, or 4 days a week and uses developmentally 
appropriate and research-based practices built around play. 

Nature Day Camp was the first program CNC offered 50 years ago; one and two-week sessions offer a 
theme-based curriculum that invites children and youth ages 3-17 to explore and discover nature. Students 
approach their study of nature through reading, writing, counting, measuring, observing--in others, through 
all subject areas. A typical day includes individual and group experiences, structured and unstructured time, 
and age-appropriate tasks and activities. 

School field trips for all grade levels are linked to classroom curricula, and partnerships with area 
schools bring nature to the schools: Bullock Creek Schools has nationally recognized Nature Kindergarten, 
and all students in grades 1-12 spend a week studying on site; CNC staff pay monthly visits to classrooms 
in Coleman Schools and work with each kindergartner in Bay City Schools; and the bio fill at Central Park 
Elementary in Midland will be the focus of supplemental classroom curriculum. Grants fund these school-
based programs. The CNC serves 14,000 students annually. 

Free family programs offer a variety of activities for parents and kids to enjoy nature together, such as story 
hour, exploration days, and special events. All programs have in common a goal to provide each child with 
a positive, experiential, scaffolded, impactful, and memorable learning experience. Staff are highly trained 
and engaged in their work. Teachers can recommend students for need-based partial scholarships. The 
CNC also offers a variety of hiking trails as well as a paved bike trail connecting the Center to the Tridge. 
Family and grandparent memberships invite several generations to enjoy the Center together. 

Rudy closed the program by presenting to Jenn an $800 check from Junior Youth. Thanking us, she said 
the funds will be used for scholarships. Visit https://www.chippewanaturecenter.org for more 
information. Also, check out Wednesday's edition of the Midland Daily News, p. 3A: "Nature Center 
hosts Summer Exploration Days." 



Roger presented Penny Ecarius with several denim book bags sewn by his wife Anne. They are part of the 
1000 Books for Kindergarten Project at the Longview Center, intended to encourage parents to read with 
their children. 

Next Week: Greeter-Penny Ecarius; Invocation Jim Young   Program: Great Lakes Loons Baseball 
Foundation 

Reminders: Flag Committee and Foundation meet after today's meeting. The Kiwassee Board of Directors 
meets Thursday, June 20, this time in the small dining room upstairs in Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
Remember that there will be no noon meeting on June 25, as we'll be gathering at Emerson Park for the 
annual Kiwassee Kiwanis Steak Fry. See Duane Townley regarding Eagle Village painting. Y'all get out 
there and solicit support for the Kiwanis for Kids Golf Outing! Turn in your unused but usable stuff to 
What Goes Around...and be like Mark Twain: never let your formal education get in the way of your 
learning. Have a good week! 
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