
June 18, 2019           KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS           www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

Chair:  Moll                Invocation:  Ecarius                  Greeter: Young                    Editor: R & M. Briggs 

June 20: Board of Directors meeting, noon, Memorial Presbyterian Church. NOTE: it's UPSTAIRS in 
the small dining room! (Moll) 

June 25: Kiwassee Steak Fry, Emerson Park, Shelter D, 5:30pm-7 pm (Winegardner/Keller) NO NOON 
MEETING (Moll) 

June 27-28: Eagle Village painting (Townley) 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

July 27-28: Eagle Village Painting (Townley) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show (Allen/M. Briggs/Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Mike Cronenberger: The flag at Kiwassee Lake will be refurbished. Parks and Recreation will 
sandblast and repaint the pole, replace the flag, and will raise and lower it daily. 

Duane Townley: The Chemical City Bank performs tomorrow evening at the Central Park Band Shell. The 
Eagle Village deck repair project is next Thursday and Friday (6-27/28) and Duane can use one or two 
additional workers on Friday (6-28). Duane shared a thank you note from Bruce Bottomley on behalf of 
Max's family. 

Kim Clark: Many thanks to Diane Stevens, Bill Krueger, and Dick Skochdopole for reading with 
preschoolers at Longview this year! 

Jim Young: One of the flags at the Circle met an untimely end; cause is undetermined, but it may have 
been run over by a lawn mower. We topped our goal for sponsorships/subscriptions with a total of $16,010 
raised! 

Dick Skochdopole: See Dick if you can help him with flags on July 4. 

PROGRAM: Michigan Baseball Foundation  

President Roger introduced Dave Ramaker, President of the Michigan Baseball Foundation. After a 30-year 
career with Chemical Bank, he has held this position for about a year. The Michigan Baseball Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit public charity whose goal is to promote investment and vibrancy in downtown 
Midland and youth sports activities throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region.   

The MBF generates income from the Loons, from donations, from ESPN 100.9, and from other 
Foundations. Dow Diamond provides some income and some expense.  

Dave explained that, since its inception, the MBF has awarded $1.18 million to 323 organizations in the 14-
county GLBR. Investments include Dow Diamond, the recently opened Downtown Fairfield Inn, Ellsworth 
Place, Pathfinder Commons, First State Bank, and Main Street Plaza. Plans include finalizing the 2016 
streetscape project that connects Downtown Midland with the East End by narrowing the street on the other 



side of the overpass, which will eliminate the parking spots there and extending the Main Street Plaza deck 
out to the Rail Trail.  

Regarding the South Riverfront Restoration project (formerly the 4D property), Dave said the $5-6 million 
effort awaits DEQ approval. It will include a wetlands park with a pedestrian bridge. In addition, the former 
United Way building will become a cinema/art facility featuring three theaters (two for live performances) 
and will be similar to the Lyric Theater in Harbor Springs. 

Dave also provided his perspective on MDOT's "traffic-calming road diet," which he considers an effort to 
both create healthier neighborhoods and enhance the area so people drive TO it rather than THROUGH it. 
As a result, he explained, the Road Diet supports broader efforts to revitalize the community. It's a three-
year project because of the M-20 Bridge construction project. Evaluation of the project will include 
whether or not Buttles can safely accommodate all the necessary traffic as a two-lane road. While accident 
data shows a 50% increase in accidents since the road diet began, many of those accidents were "T-bone" 
collisions caused by drivers traveling on Rodd or Ashman. 

For more information, visit www.michiganbaseballfoundation.org.  

REMINDERS: The Flag committee meets after today's regular meeting. The BOD meets this Thursday at 
noon at Memorial Presbyterian Church IN THE SMALL DINING ROOM. Next week (June 25) is the 
Steak Fry at Emerson Park at 5 pm. NO NOON MEETING NEXT WEEK! If you haven't signed up yet, 
see Roger Moll to do so.  

	


