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July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

July 27-28: Eagle Village Painting (Townley) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show (Allen/M. Briggs/Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Kathy Allen: Using money from a Kiwassee Foundation grant, Camille Nitschky purchased several copies 
of two booklets that provide useful tips and helpful advice for helping children and teens cope with the loss 
of someone close to them. One booklet is geared to school personnel, the other to parents.  

Roger Briggs: The Kiwassee Foundation will meet after today's general meeting. 

Michael Cronenberger: See Mike if you'd like to in install flags at one or two of the Wednesday Wine at 
the Circle events this summer. 

Dick Jellum: The Community Service committee will meet after today's general meeting.  

Ray Senesac: Flag installers will gather for breakfast at Big Boy after Thursday's morning installations. Be 
there or be SQUARE! 

Duane Townley: Thanks to all who volunteered for the Eagle Village deck repair project for one of the 
workdays last week. Watch for an announcement about the make-up date. The second pair of workdays is 
July 27-28. Contact Duane if you have questions. 

Jim Young: See Jim if you can help him install a heeeeeuge number of flags Thursday. 

Roger Moll: Kiwassee received a certificate from the Michigan District acknowledging our Longview 
Early Childhood project. 

***Many folks had Happy Dollars to share today!*** 

PROGRAM: Jimmy Greene, Greater Michigan Construction Academy (Administration, Senior Youth) 

Kim Clark introduced Jimmy, who is GMCA's CEO. The Academy's apprenticeship program was 
established in 1983 and is accredited by the NCCER (National Center for Construction Education and 
Research). Currently, the Academy serves 500 students from 25 counties in mid-Michigan. by offering 
training in 11 skilled trades, including crane operation, welding, and pipefitting. It is the only construction 
academy in the US with the ".edu." extension on its URL. A collaboration with Habitat for Humanity 
means that Pat's Habitat house was built on the Academy site and moved to its location at the corner of 
Stark and Wackerly Roads!  

GMCA has a 100% placement record for a high-school senior who completes a 2-year apprenticeship. 
Despite a downturn in construction jobs a few years ago, Academy graduates still found employment--just 
not in the immediate area. Today, there are more contract construction workers in skilled trades inside the 
Dow-Midland site than there are Dow Chemical employees. And while advances in technology and 



robotics have certainly had their impact on jobs, they have not replaced the people who must understand, 
program, and understand a task. 

Jimmy believes that one must make a "deposit" before making an "ask," and that GMAC allows students to 
do just that as they pursue a career in the construction field.  

At the end of Jimmy's presentation, Kim Clark presented a check to him on behalf of Senior Youth. 

For more information, visit https://gmca.edu.  

NEXT WEEK: Program: Midland Recyclers (Community Service)  Greeter: Bill 
Spaulding   Invocation: Jim Heffel 

	


