
July 9, 2019           KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS           www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

    Chair:  Moll              Greeter: Spaulding                    Invocation:  Heffel                  Editor: M. Briggs 

July 11: Primrose Retirement Community Grand Opening: Ribbon Cutting 2:30, Open House 3:30-5:30. 
5600 Waldo Avenue 989-575-3255 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

July 25: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting (CANCELLED) 

July 27-28: Eagle Village Painting (Townley) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show (Allen/M. Briggs/Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Mike Cronenberger: Sign up to place a Midland Waves sign and four flags at the Circle Wine 
Wednesdays this summer. The event takes place at a blocked-off section of Ashman Circle; food trucks and 
live entertainment add to the festive atmosphere. p.s. Mike placed and marked sleeves for the flags, which 
makes installation and removal an easy peasy task! See Mike for more details. 

Jim Heffel: Pay your dues. 

Rudy Phillips: Junior Youth will meet today after the regular meeting. 

Betsy Sullivan: The Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Golf Scramble is just two weeks away! Sign up to 
volunteer on July 22 for either an early morning or late morning/early afternoon shift, and watch for an 
email reminder from Chuck Gartner. Please be sure we have your cell phone number so we can contact you 
on the course the day of the event. There's still room for golfers, so encourage friends and family to put 
together a foursome--the deadline for registration is MONDAY JULY 15. 

Roger Moll: Channeling flag scheduler Dee Howe, Roger thanked everyone who put up and took down 
flags on July 4. Many helped! He also reminded members that "new members join because they're asked to 
join." President-elect CarolAnne Guillemette will run next week's regular meeting. In other important 
news, THE JULY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING HAS BEEN CANCELLED.   

GUEST: Roger greeted Jim Young's son Bob who, in addition to attending today's meeting, helped Jim 
install flags on the 4th! 

Special Presentation: Roger presented four blue jean book bags to Penny Ecarius, who reported that a 4-H 
group is making twenty bags and planning a display of the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten initiative at the 
County Fair. Patrons of the Midland Senior Center will be able to donate jeans there. Penny explained that 
we are partnering with the ESA and Kim Clark on the 1000 Books initiative. 

PROGRAM: Esther Williams, Midland Recyclers (Community Service) 

Community Service chair Dick Jellum introduced Esther, who has been the Executive Director of Midland 
Recyclers since 1991, the year this 501C3 built a permanent location on Ashman Street in front of the City 
Landfill. Midland Recyclers began as a group of enthusiastic volunteers in 1985 and has expanded 
tremendously in those 35 years.  



Contrary to popular belief, Midland Recyclers has NO connection to any area curbside recycling 
businesses. In fact, MR accepts many items curbside recycling does not, including plastic bags, shredded 
paper, books, vinyl siding, colored glass, and ink jet cartridges. Esther reminded members that "humans are 
sorting these items," and asked us to wash what we recycle. 

China's ban on imported recycling has given recycling businesses like Midland Recyclers an opportunity to 
develop better solutions for what Esther described as a "growing throwaway culture." MR accepts just 
about anything, with the exception of tube TVs, refrigerators, freezers, CFL bulbs, and fluorescent bulbs. 
Cardboard and boxboard are sold to Graphic Packaging for fabrication into cardboard products, and paper 
is sold to Nu-Wool for insulation. Many items go to sorting facilities. 

In addition, MR provides recycling services to 100 local businesses, helping them lower their dumpster fees 
as they achieve sustainability and hit their Zero Waste goals. Businesses can advertise on the side of the 
recycling truck that picks up items every day throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region.  

Midland Recyclers recently expanded the Midland Upcyclers Shoppe, which invites gardeners, crafters, 
teachers, on-line sellers, collectors, and people moving to purchase reusable items. The Shoppe is one of 
several sources of income for MR; others include contracts with the City of Midland and Midland County, 
business recycling, grants, and four annual fundraising events.  

MR relies heavily on volunteers and Esther encouraged us to consider helping out in one or more of the 
following capacities: daily operations (greeting customers, sorting recyclables, baling materials, cleaning, 
organizing; community events (education, crafts/activities, recyclable collection); board membership; 
and fundraising (selling tickets, serving food and beverages, assisting with games and crafts, helping with 
set-up/tear down) 

For more information, visit www.midlandrecyclers.org.  

NEXT WEEK: Program: Senior Youth    Greeter: Rudy Phillips   Invocation: Dick Skochdopole 

	


