
July 16, 2019           KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS           www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

    Chair:  Moll              Greeter: Phillips                   Invocation:  Skochdopole                   Editor: M. 
Briggs 

July 22: 14th Annual Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Scramble, Snowsnake at Harrison 
(Sullivan/M Briggs) 

July 25: Kiwassee Board of Directors meeting (CANCELLED) 

July 27-28: Eagle Village Painting (Townley) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show (Allen/M. Briggs/Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Mike Cronenberger: Sign up to place a Midland Waves sign and four flags at the Circle Wine 
Wednesdays this summer. The event takes place at a blocked-off section of Ashman Circle; food trucks and 
live entertainment add to the festive atmosphere. p.s. Mike placed and marked sleeves for the four flags, 
which speeds up installation and removal. See Mike for more details. 

Brian Goodwill: Please sign up to give the Invocation at a meeting. Also, the July 30 program will feature 
Gina Prevenzano from the Midland Community Orchestra, who will talk about all things musical, including 
plans for new youth activities. 

Jim Heffel: Apparently, last week's dues announcement was a bit, well, blunt: here's a gentler reminder: "If 
you're worried about paying your dues, I can help." 

Bruce Rayce: Senior Youth will gather after today's regular meeting to discuss one item. Consider 
attending this year's Michigan District of Kiwanis Convention in Ann Arbor, August 22-25, 2019. Visit the 
District website (mikiwanis.org), scroll down to click on "Michigan Builder," and scroll down to page 6 for 
an event schedule and a link to register. You can represent our club as a voting delegate! 

Duane Townley: Despite inclement weather that cut the first work session short at Eagle Village a few 
weeks ago, the crew did a great job! Sign up to return July 25 &/or July 26 (Thursday and Friday) so the 
deck and siding repairs can be finished. 

Betsy Sullivan: The Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Golf Scramble is just a short week away! Betsy will 
accept golfer registrations until the end of this week. We're excited about the tent at the half-way house 
(aka, the Turn), where golfers can grab a cookie, buy some 50/50 tickets, sample yummy candies from St. 
Laurent's, learn about Midland Waves, and pick up information about Kiwanis and Kiwassee via magazine 
and pamphlet.  Volunteers should have received a reminder about the day via email or text; see Chuck 
Gartner to check what you committed to do. Morning shift reports at 7:15; afternoon shift workers report at 
Please be sure we have your cell phone number so we can contact you on the course the day of the event.  

CarolAnne Guillemette: THE JULY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING HAS BEEN 
CANCELLED.   

PROGRAM: Terry Handley, For a Brighter Tomorrow (Senior Youth) 

Senior Youth committee member introduced Terry, no stranger to Kiwassee, as he has made several 
presentations to the club. He serves as Director of this agency that supports people who are recovering from 
addiction, especially heroin. FABT was founded by Lori Wood, whose daughter died from a heroin 



overdose. Terry and his wife also lost their son to a heroin overdose, and he has devoted himself to this 
cause.   

Once a person has completed a jail sentence or Drug Court, they are referred to For a Brighter Tomorrow, 
which provides 90-days of support to help them as they continue to work toward recovery. Services include 
transportation, meal tickets, clothing vouchers, and personal and household items--whatever they need to 
keep on track. Terry explained that it's important to help without enabling; hence, the three-month safety 
net, after which the person is on their own. In the past 4 years, FABT has helped 400 recovering addicts. 
Terry said that if a person is sober for five years, they are not likely to relapse.  

Education is key to reducing heroin- and opiate-related deaths. The first step is to admit that Midland and 
Midland County have a heroin problem: don't hide it. Parents must learn the signs of a drug problem and 
address them proactively. Terry frequently visits middle and high schools to talk to students, encouraging 
them to focus on positives and smart choices. For a Brighter Tomorrow also partners with the Legacy 
Center and a Midland County coalition group to educate parents and youth. 

In addition. FABT has held three summits with EMTs, police, doctors, and Sam Price of 1016, whose new 
building on the Circle will increase housing for recovering addicts. Partnerships are essential to reaching as 
many Midland/Midland County youth as possible. Training in Narcan, a drug used to reverse an overdose, 
is an important piece of the education Terry stresses. Families Against Narcotics (FAN), the local police 
program Hope Not Handcuffs, and the Michigan Angel Program are all initiatives that provide support to 
an addict who wants to get clean. For A Brighter Tomorrow also works with physicians and dentists, 
providing flyers and posters to educate them about over-prescribing opiates for pain.  

Next year at Bullock Creek High School, Terry and a school counselor will lead a monthly forum designed 
to give students a safe place to talk about the issues they're facing. The counselor can contact other 
professionals to provide additional assistance to any student who seeks it. Terry hopes to expand this 
program into other area high schools.  

Terry answered several members' questions. His passion for this cause has helped him find purpose in the 
loss of his son. 

For more information, contact Terry at 989-339-9035 (For a Brighter Tomorrow's website is not currently 
available).  

  

	


