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July 28: Eagle Village Painting (Townley) 

September 14: Thomas Township Kiwanis Club Golf Outing 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show (Allen/M. Briggs/Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Roger Moll: Roger asked Mike Cronenberger to introduce Mary Dalton, no stranger to long-time members 
who remember her from her years of involvement in Kiwassee, including a stint as club president "back in 
the previous century" (according to Mary). Roger noted that Michelle Waskevich and Desirea Woodward 
of Safe and Sound Child Advocacy Center will be today's presenters. The Kiwassee Board will meet briefly 
after today's regular meeting. The Thomas Township Kiwanis Club sent no fewer than THREE teams to 
yesterday's Kiwassee golf outing--we'd better step up when their outing comes around on Monday, 
September 14! 

Martha Briggs: Dick Jellum brought some delicious samples of St. Laurent's/Kiwassee candy to the 
outing; he sold several items and brought what was left to today's meeting. Martha bought two favorites 
(chocolate covered mints and chocolate cheeries), which she sent around for everyone to enjoy. She 
thought Roger's being out of town this week was a great idea until she realized she'd eat all the candy 
herself, so she passed it around the room for members to enjoy.  

Jim Heffel: Yesterday's golf outing was wonderful! Props to the organizers, especially outing chair Betsy 
Sullivan, who did such a great job because, having paid her dues, she could focus her attention on the 
event. Just sayin'. 

Rudy Phillips: The City of Midland has responded to our request for information about sweat equity work 
at Stratford Woods, which will likely take place in mid-August. Several members expressed interest in this 
project; watch for updates. 

Duane Townley: Sign up to return to Eagle Village this Friday, July 26 to finish the deck and siding 
repairs. See Duane for details 

Betsy Sullivan: Yesterday's Kiwassee Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Classic was fabulously successful! 
Mother Nature came through with a breezy sunny day in the 70's, and 27 teams (108 players!) enjoyed a 
fun scramble that included games and contests. Forty-some volunteers helped the event run smoothly, and 
many more club members provided support in other ways: playing, recruiting a team, donating an item for 
the raffle or door prizes, making a cash donation...next year's outing is Monday, July 27--mark your 
calendar! 

MEMBER DUES: Former member Ben Tierney's grandfather was a Marine in 1945 when the USS 
Indianapolis, the ship he was serving on, was torpedoed and sank. He will be among seven survivors at a 
meting in Indianapolis this weekend. 

PRESENTATION: Senior Youth chair Bruce Rayce presented a check for $650 to Brian Goodwill, to 
support the Salvation Army's SHARE summer program for children and youth. Both Junior Youth and 
Senior Youth support SHARE.  

PROGRAM: Michelle Waskevich and Desirea Woodward, Safe and Sound (Young Children Priority One) 



YCP1 co-chair Karen Adams introduced Safe and Sound Executive Director Michelle and Prevention 
Education Coordinator Diserea. Michelle previously worked with Big Brothers/Big Sisters and has always 
been an advocate for children. Karen explained that their program would highlight Safe and Sound's efforts 
to prevent child abuse and neglect. 

Every six minutes a child is abused in the United States. One in every 4 girls and one in every 6 boys are 
sexually abused by age 18. The majority of victims of sexual abuse are children. Forty-four per cent of all 
rapes with penetration occur to children and youth under age 18.  Ninety-nine % of victims are familiar 
with their abuser. Let those statistics sink in. It shouldn't hurt to be a child. 

Safe and Sound offers several programs that address these chilling statistics and more. Working with 
several local dentists, Adopt a Child's Smile provides preventative or restorative dental care and braces. 
The Second Steps Protective Unit curriculum teaches second- and sixth- graders the "Three R's" of what 
to do when they find themselves in an unsafe situation: recognize (know what's happening is wrong), report 
(tell a caring adult), refuse (say any number of variations of "NO" and find a trusted adult). S&S hopes to 
extend this program to all elementary grades. Trained in installation and proper placement of a child in a 
car seat, Desirea directs Car Seat Safety, which also makes car seats available to families who can't afford 
them. 

The Infant Safe Sleep Initiative stresses the "ABC's" of safe sleep: babies should sleep Alone, on their 
Backs, and in a Crib.  Because Pack and Plays fit these requirements, Safe and Sound makes them available 
to parents. Darkness to Light enables adults to prevent sexual abuse. Barrier to Purple Crying helps 
parents understand that it's normal for babies to cry constantly at stages in their development. Coping 
techniques can prevent a parent or caregiver from resorting to violently shaking the child, which can result 
in serious brain injury or death. Finally, the Intervention Program emphasizes proper questioning 
techniques to gather needed information from children and witnesses about instances of sexual, physical 
abuse, and neglect. 

Safe and Sound is part of a multidisciplinary team that ensures that a child only has to talk ONCE about the 
trauma they have experienced. Otherwise, they may have to repeat their story to their teacher, 
their principal, their mother, the police, a prosecutor, Child Protective Services, and a doctor. S& provides 
a welcoming atmosphere in which a forensic interviewer questions the child while a CPS professional, law 
enforcement officers, and a prosecuting attorney watch from another room. Meanwhile, a care coordinator 
works with the parent to determine which services and resources will be most helpful.  

Michelle stressed the importance of prevention and mentioned the Adverse Child Experiences Score-
ACES-which is a tally of different types of abuse, neglect, and other hallmarks of a rough childhood. 
Childhood trauma can lead to host of significant physical, mental, and emotional issues in adulthood 
including diabetes, stroke, heart disease, PTSD, and eating disorders.  

Since its founding in 2007, Safe and Sound has helped 2007 children. A recent extension of S&S is the 
Northern Michigan Alliance for Children, whose repurposed motor home "Barney" brings these essential 
services to rural areas in northern Michigan and the UP. To keep children from having to travel several 
hours for help, Barney brings the help to them.  

For more information, visit https://www.safeandsoundcac.org. 

	


