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August 8: Family and Children's Services Fashion Show, 6:00 - 8:00 pm, Northwood University 
(Guillemette) https://www.fcs-midland.org 

September 12: Thomas Township Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Martha Briggs: Martha will have the golf outing sponsor list with addresses, thank you notes and 
envelopes, and photos for Golf Outing committee members who wish to thank the sponsors they recruited.  

Penny Ecarius: Penny showed off several pairs of donated jeans and announced that the folks at the 
Sanford Senior Center are collecting and prepping them for eventual stitching and assembly . . . a 
wonderful partnership! 

Brian Goodwill: Please sign up to give the invocation at a meeting. Also, stop by Walmart this Saturday 
between 8:30 am and 6:30 pm to check out the school bus the Salvation Army hopes to fill with school 
supplies. Donate an item or two and/or plunk some cash in the kettle! 

Rudy Phillips: We now have an agreement with the City of Midland to plant a row of trees at Stratford 
Woods. The work will take place Saturday, August 17, starting at 9:00 am, likely finishing at noon. Check 
your email for updates.  

Duane Townley: MANY members stood up to be recognized for having worked at Eagle Village at any 
time in the past several years. In other news, the Chemical City Band Concert is this Wednesday at the 
Central Park Band Shell. The music begins at 7:30. 

CarolAnne Guillemette: Plan to attend Family & Children's Services annual fundraiser, a Fashion Show 
at Northwood University Thursday, August 8, from 6-8. Watch children and adults, including our own 
CarolAnne, model stylish local outfits! Food & Silent Auction included. Visit the Family and Children's 
Services website for details and tickets (https://www.fcs-midland.org) 

GUESTS: Susan Love introduced Mike Sobolewski, Dow College Opportunities Program Director at West 
Midland Family Center. 

PRESENTATION: Senior Youth chair Bruce Rayce presented a check for $550 to WMFC's Mike 
Sobolewski for its College Opportunities Program. Mike explained that selected students begin the college-
prep program as high school freshmen and continue through college. Mentoring and a participation in a 
variety of activities, including a summer trip each year help them learn to manage the transition to college, 
overcome challenges that might interrupt their education, and be productive, socially responsible citizens. 
COP is helping the Midland Area Foundation reach a lofty goal: by 2025, 65% of area students will have 
graduated from a 4-year college or university. 

PROGRAM: Gina Provenzano, Midland Community Orchestra (Human and Spiritual Values) 



HSV Chair Brian Goodwill introduced Gina, who is in her fifth season as conductor of the Midland 
Community Orchestra. Started twenty-nine years ago by former Kiwassee member Bob Ralston and two 
others, the orchestra is an all-volunteer group of musicians from the Great Lakes Bay Area who present 
three concerts and a special chamber ensemble showcase each year. All concerts are free and take place at 
3:00 in the Bullock Creek Auditorium. They last one-and-a-half hours without intermission; a feature Gina 
explained is "audience friendly."  

The MCO's mission is to promote classical music in the community, provide an audience for musicians, 
and keep those musicians playing; currently, the age range of participants is high school through 80's. 
While there are no formal auditions, Gina listens to each potential member before they may participate. 
Each concert has a particular focus: last November's concert, for example, honored our nation's veterans. 
Gina thanked us for the Kiwassee flags along the sidewalk, saying they established the mood of the concert 
as attendees walked past them to enter the building. Kiwassee is just one of many local non-profits featured 
at the concerts: the November 17 event will highlight the Midland County Emergency Food Pantry and the 
D Street Music Foundation, which refurbishes used instruments for students' use. Feel free, but not 
obligated, to donate a non-perishable food item or a used instrument! 

Gina explained that female conductors and composers are not always allowed to conduct or have their work 
performed, and noted that every Midland concert includes music written by a female composer. The 
Midland Community Orchestra performs at venues other than the BCHS Auditorium, including local 
nursing homes and Creative 360, where the Chamber Ensemble Showcase will take place March 13, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m. Also, a Youth Orchestra is in the earliest stages of development. This initiative will bring 
students together once a week for ten weeks to work with the orchestra members, after which they will 
present a concert to the community. Students will continue in the school's music education program while 
they participate in this collaboration with adult musicians. 

We can support the Midland Community Orchestra by promoting their concerts (note the date in the Smoke 
Signals calendar above); attending a concert and, if you enjoyed it, attending another one-this time, with a 
new person or two; and bringing someone who doesn't drive and would otherwise be unable to attend. Also, 
please spread the word that Gina is desperate for a harpist and a percussionist!  

For more information, visit www.midlandcommunityorchestra.com/. 

	


