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Chair:  Moll           Greeter: Guillemette              Invocation: Kent              Editor: M. Briggs 

August 8: Family and Children's Services Fashion Show, 6:00 - 8:00 pm, Northwood University 
(Guillemette) https://www.fcs-midland.org 

August 13: Golf Committee meeting, 11:00 am (Sullivan) 

August 16: 4th Annual "Stuff the Bus" at Garber Chevrolet Midland, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm (Clark) 

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Martha Briggs: Thanks to the close readers who pointed no fewer than THREE errors in the July 30 issue 
of Smoke Signals! Golf Outing committee members who solicited sponsorships, please indicate your 
sponsor thank-you note preferences on the clipboard circulating. Kiwassee members, please look over the 
photos of golfers & share with those you recognize any pics that feature them!  

Mike Cronenberger: The flags on the Circle on Wine Wednesdays look great! Ray Senesac will set them 
up this Wednesday (8/7) and Tom Finnegan will set them up next Wednesday (8/14). A volunteer is needed 
for August 28; see Mike if you'd like to help. 

Penny Ecarius: The folks at the Sanford Senior Center have embraced the jean book bag project, even 
publishing an article and photo in a recent issue of the area's Senior Services newsletter! In other business, 
Penny's neighbor left dozens of books behind when he moved, and she's making them available to 
members. If you liked reading one you took, consider expressing your gratitude for the experience by 
feeding the pig! 

Rudy Phillips (given last week and repeated here with an essential correction in the following 
sentence): We now have an agreement with the City of Midland to mulch around 30-40 new trees 
at Stratford Woods to protect them from damage the mowers cause when the blades get too close to 
the tree trunks. The work will take place Saturday, August 17, starting at 9:00 am, likely finishing at 
noon. Check your email for updates.  

Chuck Gartner: This month's Kiwanis magazine included a suggestion for promoting Kiwanis: a reader 
from Arkansas wrote that, after she's finished reading an issue, she covers the address label with a sticker 
that includes information about Kiwanis and encourages readers to find out more. She then donates these 
issues to medical/dental offices and local businesses that provide magazines in their waiting rooms. Chuck 
will work with Carol Rumba on this project, which may fall under the aegis of a standing committee. 

Jim Heffel: He's here with the green bag and eager to stuff it with dues checks! 



Kim Clark: Midland County's Early Childhood, GRSP, and Head Start programs will host the 4th annual 
"Stuff the Bus" (with non-perishable food items and pre-school supplies). The event will take place August 
16, from 10 am - 2 pm at Garber Chevrolet, Eastman and Saginaw Roads.     

CarolAnne Guillemette: Plan to attend Family & Children's Services's annual fundraiser, a Fashion Show 
at Northwood University, this Thursday, August 8, from 6-8. Watch models from babies to "very mature" 
adults, including our own CarolAnne, show off stylish outfits available at local stores! Hearty hors 
d'oeuvres and a silent auction are included in the $20 ticket price. Visit the Family and Children's Services 
website for details and tickets (https://www.fcs-midland.org) 

Betsy Sullivan (in absentia): The Golf Outing committee will meet at 11:00 am next week (Tuesday 8/13). 

Roger Moll: The Board of Directors will meet briefly after today's regular meeting and next Thursday, 
August 15, at Memorial Presbyterian Church at noon, for its monthly meeting.  

GUESTS: Jim Pollock joined us for lunch again today as Nancy Stark's guest. 

FORMER MEMBER: Stu Bender visited with John Mier last week and encouraged members to stop in to 
see John in the Memory Care Unit at Independence Village. 

PROGRAM: Julie Wiseman, Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force (Community Service) 

Community Service chair Dick Jellum introduced Julie, who serves Eagle Ridge Church of God as an 
associate pastor. She is a member of the Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, a group of 
volunteers dedicated to preventing sex and labor trafficking in Midland County, pursuing prosecution of 
perpetrators, supporting victims, and educating the community about this grave threat. 

Human trafficking falls into two categories: sexual, which is defined as a commercial sex act induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person performing the act is under age 18; and labor, which is 
defined as the use of force, fraud, or coercion to recruit, harbor, transport, obtain, or employ a person for 
labor or services in domestic, farm, or factory work. Julie explained that victims often have had painful 
experiences and respond to the promise of a better life, only to find themselves in an even worse situation 
than the one they left. 

Over 21 million people worldwide are victims of trafficking, but not all circumstances are considered 
trafficking. Julie asked members whether specific vignettes would be considered trafficking: some would, 
some wouldn't. In general, trafficking involves an underage victim, another person who arranges 
encounters, forced isolation from family and friends, and/or physical bondage. In the United States, most 
trafficking incidents occur on the two coasts, but an international border, multiple waterways, and venues 
like the Detroit Auto Show make Michigan a desirable location for trafficking activity as well. 

Training for service workers like power company employees and appliance service persons, who often 
work in homes, helps them learn how to spot troublesome signs such as doors locked from the outside or 
several people in a home with one person acting as a spokesperson. To begin the healing process, victims 
need assistance in several areas such as housing, health care, food and income assistance, employment, and 
legal aid.  

Education is essential: Understand the indicators of trafficking, which include false promises, fear of 
physical retaliation, and lack of control over personal documents. Monitor teens' use of social media such 
as dating sites. Know your child's friends. Make sure your child or grandchild knows they can come to you 
if someone is hurting or harassing them. Mentor youth and serve as a positive role model. Contact the 
authorities: call 911 for the city police/county sheriff and 1-888-373-7888 for the Human Trafficking Hot 
Line, and text HELP or INFO to BeFree (233-733).  



Learn more at https://mhttf.org/, the website for the Michigan Human Trafficking Task Force.  

 

	


