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August 16: 4th Annual "Stuff the Bus" at Garber Chevrolet Midland, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm (Clark) 

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Roger Briggs: The Thomas Township Kiwanis Club's annual golf outing is Thursday, September 12, at 
Apple Mountain. See Roger if you'd like to play in the scramble; he'll even put a set of men's or ladies' 
clubs together for you if you don't have one! 

Chuck Gartner: Please sign up to volunteer at the CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday afternoon, October 6, 
which will start and finish at the Midland Center for the Arts. Kiwassee has co-sponsored this important 
event for several years: as part of Church World Service, CROP Hunger Walks raise funds to address 
hunger, water, infrastructure, and disaster needs around the world. In other news, pick up a sheet of 
Kiwanis stickers to place over the address label on your Kiwanis magazine so you can leave it in the 
waiting room of a business, organization, or health professional's office. Ask first, of course!  

Jim Morgan: Remember to shop at the Kiwassee on-line store--we get a kickback! 

Rudy Phillips: Junior Youth meets after today's regular meeting. We'll be meeting at Stratford Park this 
Saturday, August 17, at 9:00 am, to spread mulch around new trees. Bring gloves and any tools you might 
need for the task. 

Bruce Rayce: Echoing Roger Briggs's announcement, Bruce encouraged members to support the Thomas 
Township Kiwanis Club by playing in their September 12 outing. We owe them: they sent no fewer than 
THREE teams to our recent outing! 

Roger Moll: The Board of Directors will hold its regular monthly meeting this Thursday, August 15, at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church at noon. Get agenda items to Roger by Wednesday. Thomas Township 
Kiwanis Golf Outing reminder #3, SIGN UP TO PLAY IN IT! And remember that Kiwassee is always 
looking for new members: "People come to Kiwanis because someone asked them to." 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS: Mike McNulty saw Bob Wise at a Loons game last week. Bob fractured his 
pelvis last October and, while he didn't need surgery, healing has been slow and he's currently in a 
wheelchair. He hopes to return to club meetings soon.  

GUESTS: Stu Bender's daughter Holly was his guest today, and managed to lower the average in the group 
by several years! 



PROGRAM: Family and Children's Services, Betty O'Neill, Director of Fund Development  

Club President Roger Moll introduced Betty, who explained that Family and Children's Services has been 
helping area individuals and families since 1925. 

FCS provides affordable help for people struggling with divorce, family issues, school issues, stress, grief, 
and other life challenges. No one is refused service, and fees are income-based. A new program, Crisis 
Services, provides a same-day session at no charge. FCS also partners with other area agencies that address 
mental health challenges.  

There is a shortage of counselors and mental health professionals to help the 25% of Michigan residents 
that will struggle with a mental health issue. One-third of Family and Children's Services clients are 
children. More than half are income-challenged, with 20% making less than $20,000 a year.  

Betty detailed some of the services and programs they address in her presentation: 

Pregnancy/Post-Pregnancy Services is staffed by therapists specifically trained to treat Post-Partum 
Depression. This temporary and treatable condition affects one-seventh of women and 60% of teen 
mothers. Addiction and Recovery Services include substance abuse assessment, driver's license evaluation, 
and outpatient treatment to address substance abuse issues, including opiate addiction. FCS partners with 
Midland County Senior Services to provide counseling at the Senior Center to address challenges facing an 
aging population, including depression and the stress of caregiving.  

Youth Services offers free and confidential counseling for youth aged 12 and up, serving 150 students 
through 800 appointments during the last school year. Students can refer themselves or ask a school 
counselor to refer them for crisis intervention. Family and Children's Services provides a safe environment 
for LGBTQ+ youth, 50% of whom report feeling unsafe in their school and/or community. This population 
has seen an increase in substance abuse, anxiety, self-harm, and suicide. In addition to Camp Iknowme, a 
summer camp experience that Kiwassee has supported, Compass Teens meets twice a month (second and 
fourth Tuesdays) from 4-5:30 at the FCE office. A similar group, Compass Adults, also meets twice 
monthly from 6:00-7:30.  

Family and Children's Services is a private non-profit 501C3 organization and affiliated with Midland 
County United Way, which provides the majority of its $1 million annual budget. Other funding sources 
include donations and fundraisers like last week's Fashion for Families, an Evening of Style, which 
included our own CarolAnne Guillemette modeling two beautiful outfits! 

To learn more, visit www.https://www.fcs-midland.org/. 

Reminders: Board of Directors meeting Thursday, August 15, noon, Memorial Presbyterian Church; 
Midland County ESA "Stuff the Bus" event, Friday, August 16, Garber Chevrolet; Stratford Woods 
mulching project Saturday, August 17, 9:00 am; Thomas Township Kiwanis golf outing, Thursday, 
September 12, Apple Mountain, 9:00 am. 

Roger's thought for the day: "Too often we enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort 
of thought." John F. Kennedy 

	


