
August 20, 2019                         KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE 
SIGNALS                   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

                      Chair:  Moll           Greeter: B. Sullivan              Invocation: Ecarius              Editor: M. 
Briggs 

August 27: Stand-up meeting of Kiwassee Foundation Board or Directors to vote on a grant request for 
Windover School.  

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Martha Briggs: Bring your checkbooks, cash, and coins from the couch cushions next week--it's 2019 
CROP Hunger Walk time! Also, members interested in discussing the logistics of corporate memberships 
will meet after today's regular meeting. Join us! 

Roger Briggs: The Thomas Township Kiwanis Club's annual golf outing is Thursday, September 12, at 
Apple Mountain. Al Forster, Jim Heffel, and Alex Rapanos stepped up in response to Roger's invitation to 
form a team with him!! 

Rudy Phillips: Photos displayed on the screen show the hard work five volunteers did to mulch 30+ new 
trees at Stratford Park last Saturday. Roger thanked volunteers included Sam Choo, Roger Moll, Bruce 
Rayce, and Duane Townley, and Rudy's son and his girlfriend. 

Roger Moll: Carol Rumba will figure out where to display the Key Leader badge, which recognizes 
Kiwassee's support of this leadership program for high school students. At the Kiwassee Board of 
Directors' meeting last Thursday (8/15), members approved payment for the club's telephone-forwarding 
service; Midland Business Alliance dues; reimbursement to Dee Howe for a flag belt, given in her mother's 
memory (she served in WWII); and our payment to the Midland club for our part of the former Travel and 
Adventure program. Roger Briggs will take over our Highway Cleanup program. And remember: "New 
members join Kiwanis because someone asked them to." 

GUEST: Martha Briggs introduced Colette Morris, a junior at Northwood University majoring in Business 
Management and Data Analysis. She is vice-president of Northwood's Circle K Club and will attend both 
our meetings as well as the night club's when her schedule allows.  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS: Bill Spaulding's wife Lois took a nasty fall, breaking her leg and injuring her 
arm. In addition to helping Lois, Bill's had to take care of himself lately. 

PRESENTATION: Kiwassee Foundation President Roger Briggs presented a check for $5000 to Creative 
360 Executive Director Carol Rumba, who thanked the Foundation and the club for our continued support: 
over the years, we have helped with the purchase of tables and chairs, as well as improvements to the sound 



systems in the classrooms. This generous grant will go toward updated emergency light fixtures throughout 
the building's interiors and at the exits.  

HAPPY DOLLARS MOMENT: Pigmaster Dick Jellum reported that the club has received its first check 
from What Goes Around. Members will remember that this fundraising program invites us to donate 
women's, children's, and youth clothing, along with household items, to the consignment shop. (Note: NO 
men's clothing!) Bob Davidson's donation of women's clothing netted the club $14.60! If you missed 
today's meeting, consult any member in attendance for details about a brief discussion regarding the origin 
of the clothing, which took place after Dick's announcement.  

PROGRAM: Tall in the Saddle, Betsy Evans 

Junior Youth committee member Susan Love presented introduced Betsy, a long-time volunteer with 
this 4-H Proud Equestrian Program (PEP), and presented her with a check from the committee. After 
a thirty-year career as an occupational therapist for the Midland Public Schools, Betsy has been involved 
with Midland County's TIS initiative for many years and currently serves as chair of the program's seven-
member Volunteer Steering Committee. (Note: they're looking for volunteer committee members!) Tina 
Bennett is the current certified program instructor for Midland County 4-H's Tall in the Saddle; she also 
teaches for the Bay and Saginaw County's PEPs.  

Tall in the Saddle was founded in 1976 by parents of special needs students who wanted their children to 
develop a variety of skills through the experience of riding a horse, such as concentration, muscle control, 
posture, strength, self-esteem, and self confidence--not to mention a freedom they could not enjoy in their 
daily lives. The program serves children, youth, and adults ages 8-25 who have one or more of the 
following needs: autism; learning disabilities; and mental, hearing, visual, emotional, physical, or health 
impairments. 

Participants can weigh up to 160 pounds and--if the program's horses can carry the additional weight--up to 
180 pounds. They can ride to age 25 as long as they continue to benefit from the program and their weight 
stays below the top ranges. Every application is screened by a state-licensed occupational or physical 
therapist, a specially trained and certified instructor, and one Steering Committee member.  

Two five-week sessions in April/May and September/October accommodate a total of sixteen riders at a 
local privately owned farm. All horses are recruited from private owners and must pass tests to be sure they 
can tolerate distractions like riders losing their balance or their grip on the reins, and objects or papers 
falling around them while the riders work through a variety of maneuvers. The horses must also be able 
stand quietly "forever" as the riders are being mounted and dismounted. In short, they must be calm, quiet, 
and responsive. 

Each horse is accompanied by a horse leader who reads the horse's behavior throughout the session, and a 
sidewalker who walks or trots alongside the horse to help the rider keep their balance, hold the reins, and 
follow instructions. Each hour-long session includes games, tasks, and pattern work through mazes and 
around cones. Many Kiwassee volunteers have served as sidewalkers!  

The first 2019 fall session begins next Wednesday, and runs each Wednesday through September 25, with 
two one-hour classes each evening (6-7 pm and 7-8 pm). The second fall session begins October 2 and ends 
October 30. To learn more, visit http://tallinthesaddle.info.  

Reminders: Next week's program will be brought to us by Senior Youth. Greeter: Bruce Rayce. 
Invocation: Nancy Higgins.  

August 27: Kiwassee Foundation stand-up meeting after the regular meeting. Topic: vote on a grant request 
from Windover School. 



Upcoming programs: September 3--International and Michigan District Convention reports; September 9--
Odd-numbered committee reports; September 17--even-numbered committee reports.  

Roger's thought for the day: "We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors: we borrow it from our 
children." Native American proverb 

	


