
August 27, 2019                         KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE 
SIGNALS                   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

                      Chair:  Moll           Greeter: Rayce              Invocation: Higgins              Editor: M. Briggs 

August 27 (today): Kiwassee Board meeting after the regular meeting 

September 3: Labor Day flag installations (Senesac/Howe) 

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 14: Camp Kiwanis 100th Anniversary Celebration (visit Facebook: Kiwanis Club of Saginaw, 
and click on "Events") 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 6: Midland County CROP Hunger Walk, registration 1:30, walk 2:00, Midland Center for the Arts 
(M. Briggs) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Guest: President Roger Moll welcomed Jessica Peterson, Kevin Scorsone's guest and fellow corporate 
member.  

Mike Feider: A mystery bag of cash and change was left behind after last week's meeting. Mike rejected 
Martha Briggs's insistence hat the money was hers, and told the group that whoever could identify the two 
names on the bag could claim it. Read the rest of the story, in Martha's announcement below. For those of 
you who can't wait to learn the outcome, the mystery was solved. 

Ray Senesac: Monday is Labor Day, the second-to-last day we install flags this year. All volunteers, be 
ready to enjoy a few more minutes of sleep, as sunrise will be around 7:00 am. Remember to join the flag 
bunch at Big Boy for breakfast after we finish our work. 

Jim Young: Please meet Jim in front of the Midland County Courthouse on Main Street Thursday around 
1:00 pm to prepare the flag sleeves in the mass display areas. 

Chuck Gartner: Only two slots (for one of the water stations) remain open for CROP volunteers the day 
of the event (Sunday, October 6)...better grab one before it's too late! Also, Chuck has Kiwanis stickers to 
place over the address label on your Kiwanis magazine. If you wish, you can deliver it to one of the waiting 
rooms you frequent. Or you can give it to either Chuck or Martha Briggs for distribution. 

Martha Briggs: Martha solved the money bag mystery when she correctly identified to Mike Feider the 
two names on the bag, and launched into a wildly incoherent explanation that the money was collected at 
several Aktion Club meetings during "Gratitude for Aktion," an adaptation of our club's Happy 
Dollars, when each member places money in a pig and shares something they're grateful for that week. Or 



maybe, she suggested, the money was from redeeming pop cans and bottles. But wait: did she say "POT" 
money?!? If so, members wondered, just what goes ON at those Aktion Club meetings...should we be 
attending them? After a bout of hysterical laughter, Martha switched gears to the October 6 CROP Walk, 
encouraging members to support the event and starting the clipboard to go around the room. 

ROGER MOLL: Remember the Kiwanis magazine distribution project. The Kiwanis Club of Saginaw 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of Camp Kiwanis on Saturday, September 14. To learn more, type 
"Kiwanis Club of Saginaw" into Facebook's search field, click on "Events" in the top right corner and 
"100th Anniversary of Camp Kiwanis." Or call Saginaw Club President Floyd Kloc: 989-792-6095. A 
foursome will represent Kiwassee at the September 12 Thomas Township Kiwanis For Kids golf outing at 
Apple Mountain. People join Kiwanis because someone asks them to do so. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS: Bill Spaulding reported that, after a nasty fall that required surgery, his wife Lois 
is resting at home. 

PROGRAM: Beverlee Wenzel, Executive Director, The ROCK Center for Youth Development 

Senior Youth chair Bruce Rayce introduced Beverlee, a frequent and popular visitor to our meetings. The 
ROCK began as a middle and high school after-school program. Soon the organization began to focus on 
measurable skill-building programs, including Positive Youth Development and Positive Psychology, and 
using the "40 Developmental Assets" framework to assess success (visit the ROCK website at 
https://www.youtherie.com/the-assets). The program has expanded into Bay and Saginaw counties and 
beyond, serving 1500 students in Midland County and 5000 students in the Great Lakes Bay Region during 
the 2018-19 school year. Eventually, The ROCK shifted from purchased curriculum to self-developed 
content. Like the area youth it serves, this proven program is thriving: read on! 

Beverlee talked about "what's happening since the last time" she was here. "Discover YOU" is a year-
long in-class curriculum in every middle school and high school throughout the GLBR. Students in grades 
6-9 receive a total of 18 hours of instruction that focuses on success and thriving. This schedule might seem 
to take a significant bite out of classroom instruction, but because the once-weekly sessions are distributed 
through the students' school day, teachers are supportive: 89% give it a 4 or 5 out of 5, 94% report that they 
have seen improvements in student-to-student interactions, and 100% see the program as a good use of 
classroom time.   

"Creating Me," the middle-school program, concentrates on developing trust, responsibility, problem 
solving, and character strength. "21st-Century Skills" helps high-school students acquire the skills they 
need to thrive in any career desired by employees. The program addresses healthy relationships, 
communication, self-control, critical thinking, and adaptability. Across the board, students' responses to the 
curriculum have been positive. 

Like other non-profit organizations, The ROCK must achieve SUSTAINABILTY. Many create income 
streams via businesses, for example, Shelterhouse's thrift shop. The ROCK has embarked on three 
initiatives to create a sustaining revenue stream:                                  - commercializing their highly 
successful self-developed curriculum, targeting educators and funders                                          -
 developing a post-secondary curriculum that addresses the serious drop-out rate of students in colleges, 
universities, and trade academies    - training educators and licensing student materials to school districts 
around the country 

This year, at-risk students in Midland County will be bussed after school to The ROCK's location at the 
Midland Community Center for the Alternative to School Suspension program, which focuses on self-
management, social awareness, relationship skills, self-awareness, and responsible decision making. In 
addition, staff at Merrill Public Schools and the Saginaw Detention Center will receive training in The 
ROCK's curriculum.  



To learn more about the important work The ROCK is doing for youth, visit https://www.therockc4yd.org/. 

REMINDERS: Flag installation MONDAY, September 2. Kiwassee Foundation and Senior Youth meet 
after today's regular meeting. Community Service meets next week after the regular meeting. 

NEXT WEEK: Michigan District of Kiwanis Convention and Kiwanis International Convention reports 
(Alex Rapanos and Bruce Rayce)                              Greeter: David Brown. 

"Our character isn't defined by the battles we win or lose, but by the battles we dare to fight." author 
Robert Beatty 

Enjoy the holiday weekend! 

 

	


