
September 3, 2019                         KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE 
SIGNALS                   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

                      Chair:  Moll           Greeter: Brown              Invocation: Goodwill              Editor: M. 
Briggs 

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 14: Camp Kiwanis 100th Anniversary Celebration (visit Facebook:Kiwanis Club of Saginaw, 
and click on "Events")                                              Leukemia and Lymphoma Society "Light the Night 
Walk," Midland Farmers Market, 6 pm (Guillemette) 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 6: Midland County CROP Hunger Walk, registration 1:30, walk 2:00, Midland Center for the Arts 
(M. Briggs-$$, Gartner-vols) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dick Jellum: Community Service committee will meet after today's regular meeting. 

Jim Young: Thanks to the members who installed flags yesterday! Almost everyone has participated in 
this project at some time since its first season in 2014.  

CarolAnne Guillemette: The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society will hold its annual "Light the Night 
Walk" at 6:00 p.m. September 14 at the Farmer's Market. This organization supports research into a cure 
for blood-related cancers. You can place a donation in the envelope circulating and fill out a raffle ticket to 
win one of many desirable items! Also, CarolAnne is walking-consider joining her. 

Martha Briggs: Nancy Higgins is in the hospital this week for heart-related issues, and Warren Frank 
injured several ribs in a fall at home over the weekend; please sign the cards circulating for them. Bill 
Spaulding's wife Lois will be back home this week after breaking an arm and leg in a fall at home. Sponsor 
sheets and donation envelopes for the October 6 CROP Walk will circulate for the next few weeks; see 
Martha if you're interested in raising funds and/or walking in the event. 

ROGER MOLL: Remember the Kiwanis magazine distribution project-see Chuck Gartner for labels to go 
over your address label. A foursome will represent Kiwassee at the September 12 Thomas Township 
Kiwanis For Kids golf outing at Apple Mountain. People join Kiwanis because someone asks them to do 
so. 

PRESENTATIONS: Primrose Retirement Community Executive Director Crystalee Cook brought 
resident Hal Purves and staff member Pam O'Neil to today's meeting to present no fewer than SEVEN bags 
of school supplies purchased, sorted, and organized by Primrose residents. Crystalee explained that they 
wanted to help Pre-K and elementary students start off the school year on a strong note, and said they hope 
to make this project an annual event. Captain Brian Goodwill accepted the elementary bags for the 
Salvation Army's collection of school supplies, and Longview Early Childhood Center Director Kim Clark 
for the location's collection of Pre-K supplies. Thanks, Primrose! 



Kiwassee Foundation Board President Roger Briggs presented Captain Brian Goodwill with a $2000 check 
for the purchase of board games for the SHARE summer program's sites throughout Midland County. Brian 
explained that the SHARE counselors and staff discovered many of the children in the program had few or 
no skills in playing together, resorting to "murder ball" on too many occasions. Classic board games like 
Jenga, Life, Monopoly, Sorry, and others have helped the kids learn the importance of following 
instructions, being patient, taking turns, keeping score, developing strategies--essential life skills all. 

PROGRAM: Alex Rapanos, International and Michigan District Annual Conventions 

2019-20 Lieutenant Governor Alex represented our club at this year's conventions and provided a summary 
of the main events at each one. 

The International Convention was June 27-30 in Orlando this year and included delegates from both 
Kiwanis and Circle K clubs around the world. After a dazzling opening session that featured a marching 
band, international flag bearers, and "snow," keynote speaker Jim Collins delivered a message that focused 
on how organizations can "go from good to great." Because he tailors his presentations to each audience, he 
encouraged Kiwanis to "preserve the core" of serving children while we stimulate and scaffold our progress 
to our goals, pointing out that while values persist, practices can change. Jim was so impressed with what 
he learned about Kiwanis that he cut his considerable speaking fee in half! 

Other speakers included Alex Sheen, whose "because I said I would" organization encourages us all to act 
on our convictions: "You can pretend to care, but you can't pretend to show up." Dillon Kalkhurst 
addressed generational issues, a topic relevant to many Kiwanis clubs. Explaining that clubs will draw 
more new and younger members by "leading with service," he suggested incorporating hands-on service 
activities into their meetings. Tammy Chang, MD, whose work focuses on adolescent health, talked about 
Key Club's impact on her.  
 
Alex also attended two lieutenant governor training sessions, along with two workshops on age diversity 
awareness. In legislative matters, the addition of a nondiscrimination clause was the only one of five 
proposed amendments that passed, along with a Safe Kids resolution. He also shared positive statistics 
about the reduction of both Iodine Deficiency Disorder and Maternal Natal Tetanus statistics, two health 
issues Kiwanis International has partnered for several years with UNICEF to address.  

The Michigan District Convention was August 23-25 in Ann Arbor. Speakers included UM pediatric 
associate professor Christopher J. Dickinson, who expressed Mott Children's Hospital's gratitude for the 
Michigan District of Kiwanis Foundation's support; former race-car driver Howdy Holmes, who is now 
CEO of his family's Chelsea Milling Company, best known for Jiffy Mix; and author John U. Bacon, 
whose successful books include The Great Halifax Explosion, a book Mike Cronenberger heartily 
recommends. 

Service Leadership Program governors from Aktion Club, Key Club, and Circle K also spoke at the 
convention. Incoming Governor Sarah Kew will focus on member retention, to address an 
alarming statistic: the average length of new memberships is a measly 3.5 years! Convention activities 
included a thorough tour of the Big House--UM's football stadium for anyone living under a rock for the 
past fifty years or so. Sites included the locker room, press box, and football field. Alex had a blast!  

REMINDERS/COMPLIMENTS: Community Service meets after today's meeting. Al Burmester brought 
$5 to the meeting in celebration of his return to meetings, as well as his pride in our club for our long-time 
commitment to Eagle Village. Over the years, we've faithfully painted the exteriors of residents' houses, 
office buildings, and visitor cabins, and this year we also painted 2 interior rooms, AND built and painted 
two decks!  



NEXT WEEK: Odd-numbered committee reports: Audit, Club News & Publicity, Membership, Human 
and Spiritual Values, Junior Youth. Greeter: Carol Rumba. Invocation: Roger Briggs. The Kiwanis Board 
of Directors will meet at noon, Thursday, September 19, Memorial Presbyterian Church.  

"It matters not how educated, talented, rich or cool we are. Ultimately the way we treat people proclaims 
who and what we 
are."                                                                                                                                              retired 
educator and author Willy Nywening       

	


