
September 10, 2019                         KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE 
SIGNALS                   www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

                              Chair:  Moll           Greeter: Rumba              Invocation: Goodwill            Editor: M. 
Briggs 

September 12: Thomas Twp. Kiwanis Club Golf Outing, 9:00 a.m., Apple Mountain (B. Sullivan) 

September 14: Camp Kiwanis 100th Anniversary Celebration (visit Facebook, Kiwanis Club of Saginaw, 
and click on "Events")          Leukemia and Lymphoma Society "Light the Night Walk," Midland Farmers 
Market, 6 pm (Guillemette)                                                          Midland Food Truck Festival, Midland 
Town Centre 4-8:30. Alex Rapanos's band Coleman Road will perform!! (Rapanos) 

September 26: Midland County Human Trafficking Task Force, Law Enforcement Center, 1:30 pm (Julie 
Wiseman (jaw@erchog.org)  

October 6: Midland County CROP Hunger Walk, registration 1:30, walk 2:00, Midland Center for the Arts 
(M. Briggs-$$, Gartner-vols) 

October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 p.m., Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

November 17: Midland Community Orchestra, 3:00 p.m., Bullock Creek High School Auditorium Concert 
(Goodwill) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Martha Briggs: The CROP Walk sponsor form is circulating; please donate if you haven't had a chance to 
do so. To date, Kiwassee and Midland clubs have donated over $1000! Also, please sign the card for Lois 
Spaulding, Bill's wife, who broke her leg and arm in a fall. 

CarolAnne Guillemette: The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society will hold its annual "Light the Night 
Walk" at 6:00 p.m. September 14 at the Farmer's Market. This organization supports research into a cure 
for blood-related cancers. You can place a donation in the envelope circulating-a $10 donation buys a raffle 
ticket to win one of many desirable items! Also, CarolAnne is walking-consider joining her! 

Roger Briggs: Reminding Al Forster, Jim Heffel, and Alex Rapanos that they'll join Roger at the Thomas 
Township Kiwanis Fore Kids Golf Outing Thursday, September 12, at Apple Mountain. Registration is at 
8:00 am and shotgun start for the scramble is 9:00 am. 

Al Forster: Four dues slackers remain--everyone will be getting the bill for the next quarter's dues in a few 
weeks. See Al.  

Bruce Rayce: Senior Youth meets after today's regular meeting. Sign up to attend a Dow High Key Club 
meeting, Wednesdays, 3:30 in room 221. Up to two members can attend a meeting -- and be on time: the 
meetings take an efficient fifteen minutes! 

Nancy Higgins and Mary Lou Myers: Nancy and Mary Lou belong to the Great Lakes Gardeners Club, 
which is active with many local initiatives, including planning, planting, and maintaining a large garden of 
annual and perennial flowers at Cleveland Manor, a low-income, independent living apartment complex for 
senior and disabled citizens; teaching Garden Therapy classes in the Midland Public Schools; and adopting 
a family through the West Midland Family Center for the holidays, purchasing and delivering gifts for the 
family members. Please support these and other projects by purchasing a Christmas amaryllis. Completed 
order forms and payment ($20 for each plant) are due to Nancy or Mary Lou by October 15. Mary Lou 



thanked the Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation for its support of the purchase of a garden bench for Cleveland 
Manor residents, where they can sit in the shade and admire the fruits of the Great Lakes Gardeners' efforts! 

GUESTS: Roger Stevens is Mike McNulty's guest today, John McMahan is Fred Honerkamp's, and Jessica 
Petersen is Kim Clark's. A foursome will represent Kiwassee at the September 12 Thomas Township 
Kiwanis For Kids golf outing at Apple Mountain. Remember the Kiwanis magazine distribution project-see 
Chuck Gartner for labels to go over your address label. People join Kiwanis because someone asks them to 
do so. 

PRESENTATIONS: President Roger presented Stu Bender with a certificate and a pin from the Kiwanis 
Children's Fund for his consistent and generous support of the KCF. This fun helps children through grants, 
scholarship programs, and Kiwanis youth programs. Donations contribute to the development of resources 
that transform the good will and vision of Kiwanians into programs that service the children of the world. 
Ask Stu to show you the certificate, which Roger read aloud to members and which describes Stu in 
glowing terms. Of course, we Kiwanians already know how exceptional he is; it's great that an influential 
international organization knows that too! 

Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation Board member Jim Young presented a check for $850 to Marcella 
Mosqueda, principal of Windover High School. The money will be used to purchase a used commercial-
grade mixer for the culinary arts program. Thanking the Foundation for this support, Marcella explained 
that the students will use the mixer in both their culinary arts education program and their food service 
program. in which students prepare and provide meals at one of the MPS elementary schools and other 
local groups.  

PROGRAM:  Committee Reports week 1. 

Club News and Publicity (Martha Briggs): Chair: Diane Stevens, Members: Martha Briggs, Mike 
Cronenberger, Joe Downey. Initiatives: weekly Smoke Signals; Santa & Memorial Day Parades; club 
promotion at a Midland Community Orchestra concert; flags at the Circle Wine Garden events and 
Kiwassee Golf Outing; new Kiwassee website; articles in the Midland Daily News; two new parade 
banners. Goals: evaluate Kiwassee Facebook page, submit ACT/Uganda piece in the MDN, and increase 
committee membership & member participation in producing Smoke Signals. Budget: $322/500 spent to 
date. Note: this fairly coherent presentation was followed by a wildly confusing demonstration of the new 
Kiwassee website. Ask anyone but Martha about accessing this valuable resource. :-( 

Membership (CarolAnne Guillemette): Chairs: CarolAnne Guillemette. Members: Roger Moll, Kim 
Clark, Phil Sarnacke. Goals: Grow current Kiwassee membership, enhance integration of new members, 
and strengthen relationships between existing members. Plans: Continue to bring guests and invite them to 
join Kiwassee; explore options for an open house. Work to ensure no one feels left, e.g.,"Kiwassee 
Mentors." Develop strategies to help members get to know each other. Even something as simple as sitting 
at a different table each meeting will generate new conversations and deepen our knowledge of our fellow 
Kiwassee members, and the completion of a service project during a club meeting will bring folks together 
and help us remember our commitment to hands-on service. Plan on future discussions of this topic! 

Human and Spiritual Values: Chair: Brian Goodwill; Members: Sam Choo, Brian Goodwill, Nancy 
Higgins, Fred Honerkamp, Gordon Rogers, Duane Townley. Major Initiative: Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
(58.5 hours/$7850 raised). Speakers: Coast Guard, Kurt Faust-Step Up, Veterans' Community Action 
Teams, Valentine's Day Quiz, Midland Community Orchestra. Sponsored programs: The ROCK, 
ACT/Uganda. Budget: Brian admits it's awkward to SPEND money, and the committee still has funds to 
donate before October 1! 

Junior Youth (Rudy Phillips): Chairs: Rudy Phillips, Dick Skochdopole. Members: Joe Downey, Mike 
Feider, Millard Kent, Susan Love, Eugene Moore, Walter Rupprecht, Gail Sarnowski, Duane Townley, Jim 
Young. Speakers and sponsored programs: Chamber of Commerce kindergarten/Riverside residents 



collaboration, West Midland Family Center and Chippewa Nature Center after-school programs, Boy 
Scouts of America, Tall in the Saddle. Additional Support: The ROCK, Salvation Army. Budget: 66% 
spent (~$4000). A spreadsheet with information about the organizations the committee supports; columns 
include "Organization," "Main Activity," "Year/$$$" (all years and amounts), and the all-important 
"Contact." The document helps with brainstorming sponsorship options. 

Our weekly meetings are a blast, but remember that the lion's share of the good work Kiwassee takes place 
in the committees -- so . . . 

       if you aren't currently serving on a committee and/or anything you heard today interests you, see the 
relevant committee chair! 

Reminders: Next week: remaining committee reports: Club Meetings, Community Service, Fund Raising, 
Senior Youth, Young Children Priority One. Audit TBD. Greeter: Susan Love  Invocation: Jim 
Morgan. The Kiwanis Board of Directors will meet at noon, Thursday, September 19, Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.  

     "You can do something big or you can do something small, because whatever you do, it's better than 
nothing at all." unknown 

	


