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October 16: Aktion Club Talent Show, 6:00 pm, Gathering Room, Trinity Lutheran Church (Allen/M. 
Briggs/Rapanos) 

October 17: Board of Directors Meeting, Memorial Presbyterian (Clark) 

October 24:  Date Night at West Midland Family Center.  Eight servers needed.  Sign up sheet next week 
(Love)                             

November 17: Northern Michigan Alliance for Children fundraiser November 17(Sullivan) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Al Forster: Third quarter invoices have been sent out and a reminder that payment is due has been sent.  Your check 
will go in the green check bag as soon as you bring it in to Al.  Please make this happen so he doesn't have to keep 
reminding everyone. 

Dick Jellum has candy and nuts for sale left from the Santa School sales event.  Would make a great Halloween 
gift.  

Alex Rapanos:  The Democratic Republic of Congo has become the 27th country to eliminate Neonatal Tetanus 
disease with the help of Kiwanis International, and all of us! 

Diane Stevens: We have nine locations in Midland where our members are reading at least once a month to Head 
Start classes.  It is fun, and rewarding. 

GUESTS 

Former member Aaron Oberlin was in town and joined us. 

MEMBER CONNECTIONS:  

Pamela K Ecarius grew up in Midland, moved to Chesaning after graduating CMU where she taught 4th 
grade.  While living there, Showboat entertainers Steve Allen, Jayne Meadows, George Gobel stayed at her 
house.  She then moved to Marquette, Kingsford and Manistee where she raised kids and taught while also earning 
more speed certifications and a Masters degree. 

She subsequently moved to Gladwin as a school principal while earning a PhD in Education Leadership.  She 
"flipped" a house with a business partner.  From there she retired early to move to Midland to care for her mom and 
stepdad.  She then became a Research Fellow at the Legacy Center. 

She was president of the board of the Literacy Council and facilitated its merger with the Legacy Center.  Retired 
again.  She is very active in First United Methodist Church.  Her oldest daughter now lives with her on Oakridge 
Dr.  Her youngest daughter and family live in Dayton.  They are all working on visiting all fifty states.  Only 30 to 
go! 

 

 



PROGRAM: Devon Peasley, Operations Coordinator, Adoption Option 

Adoption Option is a Michigan non-profit licensed by the state of Michigan as a child placing agency to provide a 
variety of adoptions and other services. It was founded by the president and CEO Mrs. DeLois Leaphart.  Their first 
adoption was completed in 2007, and there have been a total of 300 to date. 

Adoption Option is active to some extent in 36 Michigan counties.  Their area of the most immediate engagement is 
Midland and nine contiguous counties. 

Devon described their philosophy of adoption being the last option in finding a safe, stable home environment for a 
child.  Since about 2012 they have developed and implemented a number of programs for family 
preservation.  There are some dozen or so including Foster Care, Foster Care Home Licensing.  They will probably 
be moving their LEAP program to Eagle Village.  In 2018 their staff of some fifty people dedicated 21,000 hours to 
serve 736 children, and 464 adults. 

He said you can help by participating, donating and educating.  They particularly would like to find mentors to work 
with the children in need.  Talk to the folks at Adoption Option about what opportunities they might have for 
you.  You can also be a sponsor of programs through donations.  Speaking of that, their annual fundraiser "Jazz and 
Jambalaya" will take place at the Great Hall on November 14. 

In response to questions, he said there are several other large organizations in the state doing adoption and foster 
care work but not the family improvement kind of programs, which they offer.  Adoptions through child protections 
services generally involve children six to 13 years of age.  Private adoptions are typically children just a couple of 
years old 

Their current greatest need is additional working capital so they can expand and enhance their activities.  About 90% 
of their $2M budget is provided by the state where certain items are involved in the current negotiations in Lansing. 

NEXT WEEK:  The Chippewa Nature Center will present its winter programs. 

 

	


