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November 7: Northern Michigan Alliance for Children fund raiser (Sullivan) 

December 10: Central Park Elementary School Holiday Party (Townley) 

December 11: Aktion Club Holiday Party (Allen, Briggs, Rapanos) 

December 17: Kiwassee Christmas Party (Guillemette), Eagle Village Christmas Party (Townley) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Your CROP donation checks will clear once Martha turns in all of her CROP monies. 

Bruce Rayce: Jessica Peterson and Phil Sarnacke will attend tomorrow's Dow High Key Club meeting. 
Millard Kent will attend next week. 

Gordon Rogers: Delivery of candy and nuts to the Salvation Army building is Saturday, November 2. Be 
one of eight volunteers to unload and shelve the containers. Also, sign up to mind the Nut House; a 
clipboard is circulating. Shifts are available. 

Duane Townley: It's that time of year -- the Central Park Elementary School holiday party for first graders 
is Tuesday, December 10! Gift assignments and instructions are being distributed; see Duane if you need 
yours. Bring your wrapped/bagged gift to one of the November meetings. The plan for the day is to eat here 
at Trinity before heading over to the Central Auditorium for the festivities. Thanks to Nancy Higgins, who 
will take over for Diane Stevens as Duane's trusty helper! In other news, the Eagle Village Christmas Party 
is Wednesday, December 18, and Duane has room for six Kiwanians to attend. The van will leave around 4 
to arrive in time for a chapel service, meal, and judging of dorm decorations. See Duane if you'd like to go. 

Roger Briggs: Roger will collect your check for $45 (or more, if you're inspired to do so), made out to the 
Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation. Your contribution is tax-deductible. The option to use a credit card via 
Square is being explored; details to follow. 

GUESTS: Junior Achievement's Mike Rush joined us today to enjoy the food and camaraderie AND to 
receive a check from the Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation. 

MEMBER NEWS:  After spending several days in the hospital for surgery on a bowel obstruction, Dave 
Winegartner went home only to return to the hospital with pancreatitis. Consider visiting him in the 
hospital this week; once he's back home, contact his wife Joan (989-631-4394) to arrange a 
visit.  Remember to sign in on the computer so your attendance counts. 

MEMBER CONNECTION CORRECTION: Penny Ecarius asked the editor to publish this correction to 
her remarks last week: "Those entertainers (Chesaning Showboat entertainers Steve Allen, Jayne Meadows 
and George Gobel) were at parties at my house.  They didn’t STAY at my house.  They actually stayed in 
Flint.  They did take plates of food with them when they headed to their hotel.  They couldn’t believe that 
we went out to the backyard and got fresh vegetables from the garden to refill the veggie platter when it 
needed to be refilled.  They really liked being in Chesaning.  Especially Jayne.  She even got recipes from 
the women who brought food to share to the party." 



BIG CHECK PRESENTATION: Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation president Roger Briggs presented a check 
for $1100 to Mike Rush, president of Junior Achievement of North Central Michigan. Mike explained that 
the funds will be used for program development as the organization expands into Bay City.  

PROGRAM: Chippewa Nature Center update 

President CarolAnne introduced Dennis Pilaske, CNC Executive Director, who reminded us that CNC is in 
its fifty-third year of accomplishing its mission to "connect people to nature through educational, 
recreational, and cultural experiences." Its most popular program is Nature Day Camp, which served over 
1000 children and youth ages 3-16 last summer, including eighteen students who attended on scholarships. 
More and more students depend on scholarships to attend, and Dennis thanked Kiwassee for our support of 
that program.  

A generous donation of land by the Arbury family added 200+ acres to the west of the current CNC's 1200 
acres. Nature sightings in 2019 have included a newt, more eagles AND an eagle's nest on the property, 
along with bobcats, red-headed woodpecker, land turtle, black bear, and over 100 great egrets. CNC tracks 
both common and unusual animals to pay attention to both rising and falling numbers.  

Dennis mentioned several upcoming meetings and events: 

Nature at Night October 25 & 26 from 6-9:30 pm is a family friendly (NOT SCARY) chance to discover 
unique things that happen at night.   Coffee and Conversation meets from 9-10 am two Wednesdays most 
months. November 13 will focus on bird feeding in the winter months, and December 11 will focus on 
artifact discoveries that reveal CNC's 
history.                                                                                            CNC's Nature Art Show and Sale is 
Saturday, December 7; from 8 am to 5 pm. Maple Syrup Day is Saturday, March 21 from 10-4. Consider 
volunteering to tap and/or boil syrup! 

In response to questions, Dennis described demand for Nature Day Camp as "incredible," with 2019's on-
line registration for one of 1100 spots 80% full within in the first 4 hours. In addition to the onsite Nature 
Pre-School for 3-and 4-year olds, local pre-school students visit CNC during the year and pre-school 
teachers can attend the Nature Pre-School Institute in June. Overnight experiences begin at Homestead 
Farms and gradually become longer, farther away, and more adventuresome, culminating in several-day 
camping and hiking trips at Pictured Rocks and Porcupine Mountains. 

CNC collaborates with just about everybody! CNC instructors use Bullock Creek elementary schools' 
own habitats in monthly visits to K-5 classes, and students in grades 3-5 enjoy "Creek Week" at the Nature 
Center each year. Instructors provide agricultural education to K-7 Coleman classes each week. Planning 
for curriculum and on-site programs in Bay City Schools and Central Park Elementary is in progress.  And 
CNC conducts birding walks, classes, and festivals at the Canopy Walk. WOW! 

For more information, visit CNC's website: www.chippewanaturecenter.org.  

REMINDERS:  October 29: Odd-numbered committee goals for 2019-2010. Even-numbered committees 
will report at the November 5 meeting. Next week's Greeter: Jim Young.  Invocation: 
open. COMMITTEES: Projects that can be completed during our weekly meetings will begin in the new 
year--plan yours! 

	


