
November 12, 2019   

KIWASSEE KIWANIS SMOKE SIGNALS 
www.kiwasseekiwanis.org.                                                                 

Chair:  Guillemette          Greeter: Klashak           Invocation: Ecarius             Editor: M Briggs 

November 21:    Kiwanis Board of Directors Meeting 

November 23:    Holiday Santa Parade, Midland High School, 9:30 am (M. Briggs/Frank) 

December 3:      7:30 am - The Arc Breakfast Fundraiser, The H Hotel (M. Briggs) 

                          11:30 am - Sponsor Recognition Luncheon (Senesac) 

December 10:    Central Park Elementary School Holiday Party (Townley) 

December 11:    Aktion Club Holiday Party (Allen, Briggs, Rapanos) 

December 17:    Kiwassee Christmas Party (Guillemette), Eagle Village Christmas Party (Townley) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Please indicate your committee assignment(s) on the roster circulating. Dow Key Club 
president Olivia Kaminski and treasurer Naisha Hasan promoted Key Club's Battle of the Bands, Friday 
December 6, at 7 pm in the DHS Cafeteria. Tickets are $5 for students and $7 for adults, and proceeds will 
support Somos Luz, an organization that helps Guatemalan children at risk of living in poverty. 

Roger Briggs: Roger is currently collecting checks to the Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation in the amount of 
$45 (or more, if you wish). 

Penny Ecarius: Get ready for an onslaught of blue jeans at next week's meeting, and be prepared to take 
some home to launder and store until January. They'll be transformed into book bags for the Midland 
County Literacy Program 1000 Books by Kindergarden.  

Al Forster: Pay your dues. 

Brian Goodwill: Sign-up sheets for Bell Ringing and Invocations are circulating. Consider signing up to 
ring Saturday at the Mall.  

Cal Hoerneman: Zonta Club's annual Homewalk is December 7 & 8 from 1-5 pm. Proceeds support 
scholarships and grants for women. The walk features five area homes and a rest stop at Primrose 
Retirement Community, with tours on the half hour. Tickets are $20-see Cal. 

Dick Jellum: Kiwassee members have checked out $3000 worth of nuts and candy! Dick encourages those 
who haven't made it to the Nut House yet to "seek out your nuts and your candy."  

Rudy Phillips: Just 12 of the 54 gifts needed for the Central Park Elementary Christmas Party have come in 
to date: get shopping! 



Bruce Rayce: If you haven't already done so, please sign the card for our caterer Pat Kohler, who is 
recovering from a serious car accident. Consider making a donation to her as well. CarolAnne said there's 
no update on Pat's health at this time. 

Gordon Rogers: Sign up to mind the Nut House; a clipboard is circulating. Shifts are open for late 
November and all of December. 

Phil Sarnacke: FYI- you can only buy your $7 ticket for the DHS Key Club's Battle of the Bands Dec. 6 at 
7:30 pm at the cafeteria door! 

President CarolAnne: Welcome back, Roger Moll, from your restorative travels! JA's Mike Rush sent a 
thank you note for the Foundation grant JA received. Thanks to Al Klashak for greeting and Penny Ecarius 
for invoking. Remember to check in at the computer! 

MEMBER NEWS: Mary Lou Myers is recovering from a nasty flu that resulted in a visit to the ER and a 
hospital admission. Dave Winegardner is on the mend, feeling a little better as he anticipates gall bladder 
surgery in December. Remember to check in on the computer for an accurate meal count! 

MEMBER CONNECTION: Betsy Sullivan challenged members to figure out which of three statements 
about her was actually a lie: that she was a nanny for Alex Karras's children, that she ran a half-marathon, 
and that she's been parasailing. Read to the end of her bio to find out the lie! 

Betsy was born in Buffalo, New York, lived in Rocky River, Ohio then lived in Michigan growing up, and 
earned her Bachelor's at Eastern Michigan. She has two Masters degrees and an Educational Specialist 
degree. Retiring after a career in elementary teaching and counseling, Betsy worked briefly in private 
counseling before joining Safe and Sound as a board member and, ultimately, as a victim advocate. She 
currently serves on the board of the Northern Michigan Alliance for Children and works for NEMSCA 
Head Start as a Mental Health Consultant.  She is also a specialist, consultant, and trainer in Trauma/Toxic 
Abuse and presents trainings throughout the Mid-Michigan area. 

Betsy met her charming husband Rusty in Midland and they've been married for 24 years. They have two 
sons, six grandchildren: five boys who live in St. Clair with one of the sons, and a granddaughter who live 
around the corner from them with the other son snd his wife. Oh, and by the way, Betsy has never run a 
half-marathon--she DID nanny for Alex Karras, and she HAS parasailed!  

PROGRAM: Mike Sobelewski, Dow College Opportunities Program Director, West Midland Family 
Center 

Senior Youth committee chair Phil Sarnacke introduced Mike, whose work with youth as a tutor/mentor at 
Eagle Village and the Chippewa Reservation in Mount Pleasant prepared him for his role as director of the 
DowCOP, which provides mentoring and experiences to high school students whose parents did not attend 
college. 

Mike's COP Assistant Mentor is Kelsey Miller, who has major cred with the students: she's a graduate of 
the COP and currently a student at Delta, where many DowCOP graduates attend. Currently, about 20-24 
students participate in the program. 

Mike keeps in close touch with the high schools regarding students' attendance and grades, helps the juniors 
navigate the nuts-and-bolts of college applications and financial aid, works with them as they consider 
post-high options, and follows graduates through their post-secondary education. The statistics are 
impressive: 100% of the students enrolled in the College Opportunity Program graduate from high school 
and 83 percent of those students graduate from a college or university.  



Mike focused his presentation on the program's summer trips. Freshmen and sophomores take a week-long 
service learning trip. This year's was in Flint, where they worked with a local mission to clean up and make 
safer a neighborhood, got to know the residents, and attended a block party. They plan to return at the 
holidays to help with the Toys for Tots program. Juniors take a college exploration trip, visiting UM 
Flint; Wayne State; Eastern Michigan; and Hiram College in Ohio, a private college that collaborates with 
the COP. They also visited the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland and participated in an Escape 
Room problem-solving experience. Seniors design their own trip, working together to make every decision: 
location, accommodations, food, activities, budget and fund-raising events, and more. Last summer's trip 
was to Myrtle Beach, and two seniors who turned 18 on the same day planned that particular day's 
activities! The entire group of seniors makes a formal presentation to the Dow COP Board of Directors. 

The Dow COP Program provides students with the scaffolding they need to make important decisions that 
will affect their future. For more information, visit http://www.wmfc.org/programs/dow_cop.html or 
contact Mike at sobolewskim@wmfc.org. 

	


