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December 10:    Central Park Elementary School Holiday Party  

December 11:    Aktion Club Holiday Party 5:00 to 6:30 pm (M. Briggs) 

December 17:    Kiwassee Christmas Party 11:30 to 1:00 pm 

December 18:    Eagle Village Christmas Party  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Brian Goodwill: Needs bell ringers Saturday at the Midland Mall and at Walmart 

Dick Jellum: The last day to pick up nuts and candy is December 14.  We have only booked $12k of sales 
so far.  The last day to return inventory is December 10.  After that, you own it. 

Gordon Rogers: He needs one person for the nut store next Tuesday at 3:30 shift.  Also the nut store will 
not be open until 3:30 that day due to the Christmas party. 

Jim Morgan: If you are buying presents through Amazon, be sure to log on to that site through 
Kiwanis.org.  If you do, the club gets a small percentage kick back. 

CarolAnne Guillemette: Be sure to get signed up for the Christmas party December 17th. 

Alex Rapanos: this is "giving Tuesday"  A good excuse to contribute to your Kiwassee Foundation. 

Duane Townley: We will have lunch at Trinity Lutheran next week at 11:30 for one hour.  We will then 
move to Central Park Elementary for the party.  Times for the event there are 1:15 until 2:00 and 2:15 until 
3:00.        

Al Forster: please be sure to have any guests you bring to the meetings sign the book at the front desk 
before entering the meeting.  This is the only way we have of charging that activity to the proper 
sponsoring committee or 
individual.                                                                                                                                     

MEMBER CONNECTION: Gary Vogel.  He was born and raised in the Loveland/Ft. Collins area of 
northern Colorado.  As a youth very involved in scouting, Christian youth group YoungLife, sports and of 
course skiing.   

He attended the University of Northern Colorado.  When they dropped his major, worked at ski resorts 
driving Sno-Cats to groom the slopes.  He was subsequently accepted at Irl C. Martin Academy of 
Industrial Science.  Out of 265 applicants, he was 1 of 12 that had his tuition paid, along with being given a 
salary.  During this time he was also auto racing on both oval tracks and roads in different series including 
Nascar. 



At about age 25 he came across an opportunity to manage a marketing company, and shortly after he 
purchased it.  After a few years he also purchased his main competitor.  He also continued to race until a 
pretty horrible wreck ended that activity for a while.  For 12 years the company continued to 
grow.                                                                                                                                 

In 2000 he took up powerboat offshore racing and tunnel boat racing.  He won rookie of the year in 2000, 
and was fortunate to win the National Offshore Championship in 2001.  One of the boat races was the Bay 
City River Roar.  One year when competing at Bay City, he met his wife-to-be when she was a guest 
attending the Driver's Party at the Hooter's Restaurant with some friends.  One thing led to another and she 
got him moved to Michigan. 

While in the process of selling his marketing company, his wife's grandmother needed care.  She fell and 
broke her wrist and collarbone.  Tragically, the second time she fell was down the basement stairs, resulting 
in her death.  Something from that experience spoke to Gary and his wife and they started Bayside Home 
Care, now in its 11th year. 

They have a daughter and grandson.  Shannon is 23 and an ER nurse in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Their 
20-year-old son Drew is studying music therapy at CSU in Ft. Collins, Colorado, where Gary grew 
up.  Crazy how things can sometimes come around full circle. 

AWARDS PRESENTATION:  This is our annual recognition of the firms and individuals who support 
our many activities with contributions of $500 or more, our Gold sponsors.  Ray Senesac described how we 
raise money to support projects and "do good" with our emphasis on "one child" and "one community".  He 
said to the assembled "you are very powerful, you do not realize the impact you have on others"  He gave 
an example of a girl he tutored in math, and believed the effort was unsuccessful, a failure.  Some time 
later, the girl called him to tell him she had learned, had grown, and was now tutoring other children.  In 
another example, a woman at the Santa School recently handed Fred Honerkamp $300 to "do good" for 
children.  It turns out that she was very poor as a child and every Christmas someone left a present on her 
porch.  She never knew who did it! 

Betsy Sullivan presented plaques to the golf tournament sponsors:  Garber Chevrolet, Bayside Home Care, 
Midland Sprinklers and Maintenance, Valley Electrical Contractors, and Midland Brewing.  Bayside also 
supports the flag project. 

Jim Young presented plaques to Midland Waves sponsors: Dr. Mark Cadotte, Tri Star Trust Bank, Dow 
Chemical Employee Credit Union, Eastman Party Store, Midland Towne Center Storage, Xalt Energy. 

PROGRAM:  A creative experience brought to us by Human and Spiritual Values Committee. 

Chair Brian Goodwill brought out boxes of little wooden  dolls; very simple representations having a round 
head and a plain, straight body.  We each got a package of three representing Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Wet 
erase markers in a variety of colors were laid on each table.  We were presented the opportunity to color, or 
finish, them with the markers anyway we saw fit with faces, hair, clothing, whatever.  The Salvation Army 
will include a set in their toyshop distribution of gifts for children this year.   

	


