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CALENDAR 

Monday, February 3-7: Dow Tennis Classic, evenings (Rayce) 

Tuesday, February 11: Kiwassee Valentine's Day Party (Guillemette) 

Saturday, February 15: Caro 3-2-1 Kiwanis Club's Roaring 20's fundraiser (Rayce) 

March 5: The ROCK fundraiser (Rayce) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Following up on Joy Buchanan's presentation of  "Community Connections," a new 
feature in the Midland Daily News, Martha asked members to brainstorm possible topics. Details to follow! 

Roger Briggs: Kiwassee Foundation members, please watch your email for a message from your president. 

Al Forster: a message to the fifteen members who have not settled their second quarter dues: Pay Up. 

Bruce Rayce: The new club Caro Kiwanis Club will host a Roaring 20's Dance fundraiser on February 15. 
Tickets are $25 or 2/$45. The ROCK fundraiser is Thursday, March 5; admission is free and donations are 
appreciated but not required. See Bruce Rayce for details about either/both event. Also, the Dow Tennis 
Classic begins next week and can use volunteers to work at the event in the evenings, checking passes, 
showing folks to their seats, and doing other inside tasks that will keep the event running smoothly. See 
Bruce to sign up.  

Mary Lou Myers: Check out the many Kiwassee news items in recent issues of the Midland Daily News, 
and watch for a piece on our recent meeting service project: cutting up jeans for the 1000 Books by 
Kindergarten initiative. 

Alex Rapanos: Kiwassee is on the list of check-off donations on the 2019 Michigan Voluntary 
Contributions Schedule on your 2019 Michigan tax form. Consider making a donation this way, and tell 
your friends and family about this opportunity to support Kiwassee! 

Mike McNulty: After several years of collecting members' magazines, catalogues, calendars, and greeting 
cards and delivering them to Pinecrest Farms and area senior living complexes, Mike M and Martha Briggs 
are discontinuing this practice (a service Mike said many of you may not even know has been 
happening...). They encourage you to recycle these materials or donate them to library or another 
organization you know will use them. Martha will continue collections of other items that she'll remind you 
about next week! 

President CarolAnne: Sign up to be a greeter, give the invocation, and deliver a Know Your Kiwanian 
talk. Remember to sign up for the Valentine's party on February 11. Please consider serving on an ad hoc 
committee to determine how to manage the catering for our luncheons while Pat Kohler is unavailable; a 
meeting will take place after today's regular meeting. Annabelle's Own had been catering the meals until 
the restaurant closed a few weeks ago; see the article in today's Midland Daily News for details. Remember 



to sign in on the laptop so the club can get an accurate number of meals to be served--especially important 
at this time.  

Members observed a moment of silence to mark yesterday's 75th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp.  

KNOW YOUR KIWANIAN--Susan Love:  The first observation Susan shared with us was that she has 
led an "unremarkable" life, an observation her presentation quickly contradicted. Her great+ grandfather 
worked with Mr. Dow, which makes her a fifth- or sixth-generation native Midlander. She graduated 
from Midland High School and Central Michigan University, marrying her high school sweetheart Dirk 
after earning her degree in social work. They have three sons, two of them twins, that she and others 
thinks ARE remarkable.  

Susan's professional career includes Shelterhouse, the Midland County Emergency Food Pantry, the 
Disability Network (formerly the Center for Independent Living), and for the last twenty years she has 
served as the West Midland Family Center's New Initiatives and Promotions Director. WMFC Executive 
Director Greg Dorrien hired her to write grants--coincidentally, Greg was Dirk's Best Man!  

Susan thought she was finished with her presentation, but a few specific questions yielded additional 
important information: 

-- grandchildren? although one of her sons married a fellow Midlander two years ago, she and Dirk have no 
grandchildren ("I KNOW!") 

-- other family members connected to Kiwanis? yes! Her dad is former Kiwanian Norm Hozak!  

-- travel? "Oh, RIGHT!" She and Dirk were part of the recent Santa Tour to Israel, as was fellow Kiwanian 
and Santa Fred Honerkamp and  his wife Kathy. Susan described the experience as "amazing and life-
altering." Susan, YOU are amazing! 

MEMBER NEWS: Al Burmester reported that Dave Winegardner is still in Ann Arbor, recovering from 
surgery to reconnect his intestines and hoping to be back home next week. 

GUESTS: CarolAnne welcomed The Famous Jim Rajewski, in addition to Amy Flood, Wildfire CU's 
Midland office; and Dolores Porte, Village of Sanford President.  

PROGRAM: Kiwassee Fundraisers 

Candy and Nut Wrap-up: Dick Jellum thanked the major players: Gordon Rogers, Chuck Gartner, Bill 
Krueger, Al Burmester, and Jim Rajewski, along with Salvation Army Captain Brian Goodwill, who hosted 
our products. He also recognized the twenty-four shopkeeper volunteers, eight of whom worked more than 
one shift. 

Sales were down this year by ~$8000 and profits down by ~$2000, a gap Dick attributed to more sales of 
more expensive products. Winners were turtles, 14 oz. cashews, chocolate peanuts, and red chocolate 
cherries. Losers were 32 oz mixed nuts and 32 oz cashews, with significantly lower numbers than the best-
selling items. Rookie product Traverse City Mix did well, and member feedback was positive. 

Total items sold were down by ~140 from last year. Overall sales have dropped by over $800 in the last 
five years, and profits have dropped by about $2500, likely due to fewer members selling items and the loss 
of customers making larger ($500+) purchases.  



Former Kiwanian and Cheerleader Emeritus Jim Rajewski blew all other sellers out of the water with 
almost $4500 in sales. Two-fers Roger and Martha Briggs came in second with ~$2700, and Bruce Rayce 
and Stu Bender sold over $1000 each. Other sales leaders included Dick Jellum, Susan Love, Cal 
Hoerneman, Al Burmester, Ron Keller, LaVerne Myers, Gary Vogel, and Alex Rapanos.  

Golf Outing: Betsy previewed the 2020 Kiwanis for Kids Charity Golf Outing, which will be at Snow 
Snake in Harrison on Monday, July 27, at 9:00 am. The committee has tweaked specifics for an even better 
event this year. Both registration and sponsorship forms are available on the portalbuzz Kiwassee website 
(www.kiwasseekiwanis.org). Check them out and consider playing and/or supporting the event! 
A complete kick-off for the golf outing is May 5. 

Midland Waves: The kick-off for our flag program is March 3.  

REMINDERS: Next week's program: Community Service. Greeter: Crystallee Cook. Invocation: Mary 
Lou Myers 

	


