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HEADS UP: With a couple of detailed announcements and no fewer than 4 presentations (Jacqueline 
Cako, Jim Heffel, Foundation check, AB Dow Home and Studio's Craig McDonald), this issue is 
LONG! Don't hesitate to read it in installments. :-) 

CALENDAR 

Monday, February 3-7: Dow Tennis Classic, evenings (Rayce) 

Tuesday, February 11: Kiwassee Valentine's Day Party (Guillemette) 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 1-6 pm & Thursday, Feb. 13, 9-4 pm: Kiwassee Sewing Party, MSU Extension 
Room (3rd floor) (Ecarius) 

Saturday, February 15: Caro 3-2-1 Kiwanis Club's Roaring 20's fundraiser (Rayce) 

March 5: The ROCK fundraiser (Rayce) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: While Mike McNulty and Martha are no longer collecting most printed materials for 
distribution around town, Martha is still collecting pop tabs for Key Club, travel and hotel toiletries for The 
Open Door, and coupon inserts for Shelterhouse and Coups for Troops. Please recycle responsibly and on 
your own your magazines, catalogues, calendars, and greeting cards. 

Roger Briggs: The ad hoc Meals Committee will meet after today's meeting. 

Penny Ecarius: Now that you've collected, washed, and cut up jeans for the Grace A. Dow Library's 1000 
Books by Kindergarten program, it's time to MAKE them! The library's Youth Services staff wants to 
begin making the bags available in March to see if the program catches on. Come to the Kiwanis Sewing 
Party next Wednesday 2/12 and Thursday 2/13 (see times above) at the MSU Extension Room on the 3rd 
floor of the Midland County Building. Come for a few hours or stay for one or both both sessions. Choose 
from a variety of tasks. Water will be available and you can bring a snack to share if you wish. Email 
Penny (ecarius1@icloud.com) to let her know you'll be there--and bring a friend or family member along! 
Young Children Priority One thanks you in advance for doing your part to improve these kiddos' prospects 
for success. After all, "When you can read you can succeed!" 

Al Forster: If you've been dragging your heels about paying your quarterly dues, you've received an Email 
of Shame from Al. You know who you are and what you must do. As for the rest of you, breathe a sigh of 
relief that you haven't experienced the Wrath of Al. 

Betsy Sullivan: The Golf Outing committee invites you to contribute to gift baskets/bags/bins for the 
outing's Silent Auction. They will make available soon a list of ideas; in the meantime, they're launching 
the initiative with RESTAURANT GIFT CARDS. The next time you visit a favorite restaurant in the Great 
Lakes Bay Region, simply purchase or ask for gift card worth at least $10, add a sticky note with your 
name on it, and give it to Martha or Betsy. Watch for an email with a list of the restaurants that committee 
members already work with so you can avoid asking them to donate a gift card--we don't want to deluge 
them with multiple requests. Of course, feel free to purchase a gift card/certificate from them and donate it 
yourself! Thanks in advance: your support of the outing has contributed mightily to its continued success--
this year's event will be the FIFTEENTH one, and it will be AWESOME!' 



Bruce Rayce: This is the 32nd year of the Dow Tennis Classic. With players from around the globe, it is 
truly an international event. Bruce brought Jacqueline Cako to tell us about herself before she had to duck 
out for a 3:30 match. 

Jacqueline was raised in Seattle and currently trains in Las Vegas and Arizona. She was 8 when she began 
playing and by the age of 10, she realized that she was in love with the game and wanted to play 
professionally--winning lots of trophies helped! When she was 16, Jacqueline began competing in 
professional tournaments as an amateur. She spent less and less time in a traditional school setting, 
maintaining her studies with a combination of half-days at school, home school, and on-line classes. She 
graduated from Arizona State in three years, majoring in pre-med/biology.   

Jacqueline loves the Dow Tennis Classic because it is so unique. Other tournaments aren't nearly as 
intermingled with the community as Midland is, with its huge number of local volunteers, large crowds of 
spectators, and an unusually exceptional outreach effort that has players going into the schools to spend 
time with students of all ages. She also explained how the housing of players keeps her coming back: she 
has stayed with the same family since she started playing in the tournament several years ago. They've 
become friends, even visiting her at college.  

As a professional athlete, Jacqueline has sponsors that provide equipment and clothing, while she does 
exhibitions and clinics to support herself. Visit www.cakotennis.com and follow her on Instagram and 
Twitter: @cakotennis. What an incredible young woman! 

President CarolAnne: Today's the last day to sign up for next week's Valentine's Day party! And 
remember to CHECK-IN!! 

GUESTS: CarolAnne introduced Betty O'Neill of Family and Children's Services and Craig McDonald of 
the ABDow Home and Studio. 

KNOW YOUR KIWANIAN--Jim Heffel: Jim's an authentic local boy, born and raised on a farm in 
Freeland. He walked 3/4 mile (uphill both ways) to get on the school bus, and through 8th grade he 
attended classes in Quonset huts that housed WWII German POWs at the airport. He went to Bay City 
Arthur Hill High School, spending two hours each way on the bus and all day in school, making for a 12-
hour day. 

After attending Delta Community College, during which time he worked as a co-op at Dow Corning, Jim 
earned a BS at Michigan State and returned to Dow Corning to work in a variety of positions over the 
years: Research, Technical Service & Development, Corporate Purchasing, Personnel, Marketing, Product 
Stewardship, and Compliance Officer. Pretty impressive! 

Jim met his wife Nan on a blind date while both were at MSU. One small detail: he was the WRONG Jim. 
That glitch didn't keep them from marrying, and it doesn't seem to have threatened their fifty-year marriage. 
They have three daughters and Jim is proud to have achieved the Trifecta of Parenting: all are educated, all 
are married, and all are gainfully employed. No grands, however. 

Jim's health took a strange turn in September 1998, when he became paralyzed from the waist down. He 
couldn't sit or lay down and, despite multiple tests at UM Hospital, he never received a legitimate 
diagnosis: "Stiff Man's Syndrome" didn't cut it. After six months of agony and anguish, Jim abandoned 
traditional medicine when he met Indira Oskvarek, who introduced him to yoga. This physical and 
contemplative practice turned his life around-within months he was able to walk, sit, and lie down again. 
Twenty years after waking up one morning paralyzed, Jim is now mobile and active, thanks to an admirable 
commitment to daily yoga sessions.  

CarolAnne made time for one question: is he still the "wrong Jim"? The answer: "Occasionally." 



MEMBER NEWS: Al Burmester reported that Dave Winegardner is recovering at home after surgery in 
Ann Arbor. His digestive system is healing, but he's lost a significant amount of weight and is very weak, 
so he's not up to having visitors at this time. Sign the card that's circulating. 

PRESENTATION: Kiwassee Foundation president Roger Briggs and vice-president Duane Townley 
presented a $5000 check to Betty O'Neill, Director of Development for Family and Children's Services. 
The funds will be used to purchase lap top computers. Betty explained that technology is so important to 
FCS's recordkeeping and off-site visits to students, among other important aspects of the services the 
agency provides. She also thanked the Foundation for a grant that helped FCS develop their new website 
last year. 

PROGRAM: Community Service -- Craig McDonald, Alden B. Dow Home and Studio 

Community Service chair Dick Jellum introduced Craig, who has worked with the Alden B Dow family for 
over 35 years, beginning as a teenager when he had an after-school job as an assistant to Mrs. Dow. He is 
currently the Director of the Alden B. Dow Home and Studio and the Alden and Vada Dow Family 
Foundations. He is active in the community, serving on the boards of several organizations. 

The Alden B. Dow Home and Studio is a nationally recognized building that has been meticulously 
maintained in its original state. Craig oversees several programs that involve students from elementary 
school through college and adults of all ages in a variety of learning experiences. His efforts reflect Alden 
and Vada's determination to share their home and studio with others in as many ways possible. 

Craig was instrumental in transitioning the Home and Studio, a National Historic Landmark, into a public 
entity that offers a wide range of educational programming, public tours and research opportunities. A 
partial list includes "The Chemist and the Architect" for 4th graders; the Writer's Studio, an after-school 
program for middle schoolers; and Theory of Knowledge for high school juniors and seniors, who meet 
weekly to augment their study of how and what we learn; tours of the Home and Studio, led by trained 
guides, one of whom is our own Dick Jellum; Architecture Camps for children, youth, and adults; special 
community tours that feature churches, along with Dow public buildings and private homes; and the 
Archives, the voluminous contents of which are accessible to everyone. 

A few years ago, Craig founded Mid-Century Modern Midland, which is dedicated to the preservation and 
promotion of Midland's mid-twentieth century modern architectural heritage. The organization promotes 
both the restoration of existing MCM buildings such as the Frankenmuth Credit Union at Saginaw 
Rd./Rodd St., as well as new MCM construction projects like the Central Park Pavilion. 

To learn more, visit www.abdow.org/ and midcenturymidland.org/. Each website provides a trove of 
additional information. And if you've never visited the Alden B. Dow Home and Studio, or haven't visited 
in a while, make plans to do so soon! 

  

  

  

REMINDERS: Next week's program: Valentine's Day Party              

Greeter: Betsy Sullivan              Invocation: Jim Young 

	


