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Note One: last week's newsletter included an incorrect email address for Courtney Schuman, Northwood 
University's Catering Manager, whose Hospitality program students provided the Valentine Party and 
this week's delicious meals. For information about food for your family event, graduation party, or 
private dinner, contact Courtney Schauman, Northwood Catering, schaumanc@northwood.edu. or 989-
307-4621. 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday, February 25: Legacy Center for Community Success Roaring 20's Feast (Sullivan) 

Friday-Sunday, February 28-March 1: Michigan District of Key Club Service Leadership Conference 
(Baker) 

March 5: The ROCK fundraiser (Rayce) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Please sign up to write a short piece on a topic related to Kiwassee for the Midland Daily 
News' "Community Connections" feature.  

Al Forster: PAY YOUR DUES! And when you do, send them to Jim Heffel, as Al will be out of town for 
the next several weeks. 

Dick Jellum: Community Service will meet after next week's meeting; committee members, watch for an 
email. 

Bruce Rayce: Bruce has filled his table for The ROCK's spring fundraiser, Thursday, March 5, at 6:00 
p.m. See him if you'd like to attend, and he may be able to arrange for you to sit at another table. 

Duane Townley: Kiwassee Foundation officers will meet after today's regular meeting. 

Betsy Sullivan: The 2020 Mardi Gras Feast by the Legacy Center for Community Success is Tuesday, 
February 25, from 5:30 - 8 :00 pm at the Great Hall at Valley Plaza. Flyers with specifics are on the tables 
today, and you can visit the Legacy Center's Facebook page for details: type "The Legacy Center for 
Community Success" into the Search field and click on "Learn More." Let's support this fundraiser as we 
have consistently supported for years the The Legacy Center's good work.  

CarolAnne: The Midland Area Community Foundation needs volunteers to read and score, using a rubric, 
scholarship essays. If you go to the Foundation office on the Circle on March 4 at 4 o'clock, you'll get 
dinner for your effort. If you wish to do the reading at home, you may do so, although you'll be responsible 
for your own meal. Contact Emily Schafer (eschafer@midlandfoundation.org) to volunteer. 

GUESTS: Laura Lee (CarolAnne Guillemette) and Jim Pollack (Nancy Stark) joined us today. AND 
welcome back, PAT KOHLER! It was great to see our caterer back in the Gathering Room today; she 
thanked members for all of the support they provided to her as she recovered from her car accident. 



Remember to check in at the computer in the Narthex!! Also, CarolAnne messed up a birthday today (it's 
not the first time she's made this gaffe but, as she noted, "accuracy is not my strong suit." Nevertheless, 
members celebrated Dave Winegardner's return to meetings with a robust rendition of "Happy Birthday." 
And let's all remember that, while the birthday notices may not always be correct, they're always delivered 
with the best of intentions. :-D 

KNOW YOUR KIWANIAN:  Mike McNulty 

Mike called his 25-year first marriage a "great learning experience" and said his second is going strong at 
30 years and counting. His extended family includes 7 children, 16 grands, and 4 great grands. After his 
father died when Mike was 5, his mother returned to teaching. She was his kindergarten teacher and 
expected him to set a good example, which he said he did "sometimes." He told us lightning rods on barn 
roofs don't always prevent injury, a fact he learned when he was struck by lightning at the age of nine, 
although he didn't elaborate on the effects of this accident (I think he left us to decide what they might have 
been).  

As a teenager, Mike won a contest by recruiting the most customers to buy magazines; the prize was a trip 
to Chicago, where his group visited the major museums and attended Don McNeill's Breakfast Club. Don 
asked Mike and the other contest winners to fold newspapers and chuck them at guest Vic Damone. Back at 
Shepherd High, his fellow students watched that episode on a TV in their classroom! He continued his 
education at UM, where he earned Bachelor and Master's degrees in Industrial Engineering and played in 
the UM marching band. A note-worthy event was President John F. Kennedy's campaign stop at UM, 
where he announced that, if he were elected President, he would establish the Peace Corps as an alternative 
to serving in the Military. 

Mike began his professional career at Wyandotte Chemical, where he worked as a railroad operator during 
a strike, using a "flying switch" to bring together an engine and a car in an unusual way (ask him about 
it).  His 34-year career at Dow Chemical had him working in a variety of areas in the Michigan Division 
and eventually transferring to Corporate, a move he was told "raised the IQ of both areas" (think about 
that). In his retirement, he enjoys travel (41 tours to date), playing the trumpet in local bands, working 
jigsaw puzzles, serving on the Board of Cleveland Manor Apartments, delivering Meals on Wheels, and 
belonging to Kiwassee Kiwanis.  

Mike peppered his presentation with sardonic observations about his experiences, revealing a delightfully 
wry sense of humor, and he closed by saying, "If my presentation didn't meet or exceed your expectations, 
please lower your standards."  

PROGRAM: Human and Spiritual Values -- The Reece Endeavor of Midland 

HSV committee member Nancy Stark introduced Michael Sawicki, Pastor at Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church. He and his wife Patty have two daughters: Hannah, majoring in Kinesiology at Lake Superior State 
University; and Faith Anne, a junior at Midland High School. He owns his own Cessna and keeps it at 
Barstow Airport, he is an expert gardener, and is, according to Nancy, "on occasion, a long-winded 
speaker." ;-D 

Michael currently serves as president of the Reece Endeavor's Board of Directors, and he began his 
presentation by asking members to think about their concept of "home," explaining that the Reece 
Community Endeavor provides homes for individuals with special needs. The non-profit organization was 
formed by the same group of parents of children with special needs that established what has come to be 
known as The ARC of Midland. Both groups strive to provide individuals with special needs support to live 
independent lives and to be active members of the Midland community. 

To that end, the Reece Endeavor purchased its first residence in 1975: a group home at the corner of 
Carpenter and Eastman that is still in use today. The organization now owns 38 homes, is building a 39th, 



and has plans to build a 40th. Residents rent the property, often bringing in a roommate to help with 
expenses, and some residents have live-in staff. Reece focuses on a potential home's stability (barrier free, 
safe, energy efficient); affordability (rent at or below market value); and location (within walking distance 
to shopping, groceries, entertainment). The home must help the individual develop confidence and enjoy an 
increased quality of life. 

Michael's own experiences inform his commitment to The Reece Endeavor and all it can do for individuals 
with special needs: his younger daughter, Faith Anne, has spina bifida, and he spoke of his hope that she 
will have opportunities to live independently as an adult. He also shared details about some of the renters 
that live in Reece homes, and suggested several ways we can support The Reece Endeavor ourselves: 
donate items to the tenant pantry, shop at amazon smile, earn rewards for Reece via Kroger Community 
Rewards, attend the Reece Endeavor Garden Walk, and make a tax-deductible donation. Visit 
reeceendeavor.org for more information and stories of Reece renters, or call 989-835-9700. 

REMINDERS: Next week's program: Young Children Priority One         Greeter: Kathy 
Allen         Invocation: Fred Honerkamp 

	


