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CALENDAR 

Friday-Sunday, February 28-March 1: Michigan District of Key Club Service Leadership Conference 
(Baker) 

March 5: The ROCK fundraiser (Rayce) 

March 14: Michigan Kiwanis Divisional, The Draft, Swartz Creek, 11 am-2 pm (Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Martha Briggs: Please support the July 25 Golf Outing fundraiser by donating a gift card or two from a 
local restaurant. To avoid bombarding one restaurant with multiple requests from Kiwanians, plan to sign 
up on the list of restaurants outing committee members already approach. Also, sign up to write a short 
piece on a topic related to Kiwassee for the Midland Daily News' "Community Connections" feature--share 
your knowledge of Kiwassee and raise our club's profile in the community! 

Mike Cronenberger: Mike will be doing the March Kiwassee Newsletter and asks that members who will 
presenting a "Know Your Kiwanian" give a written copy your bio details to him so he can report your life 
story with complete accuracy. 

Dick Jellum: Community Service will meet today after the regular meeting. 

Bruce Rayce: Bruce has one space at his table for The ROCK's spring fundraiser, Thursday, March 5, at 
6:00 p.m. See him if you'd like to attend. 

Duane Townley: The Chemical City Band's concert on Sunday, March 1, at 3:00 p.m., will feature Three 
Men and a Tenor. The concert's focus is a tribute to veterans. 

Betsy Sullivan: Young Children Priority One will meet in the Gathering Room next week at 11:00, prior to 
the regular meeting.  

Al Davis: As much as he'd like to have an announcement to share, he doesn't...maybe next week! 

Alex Rapanos: March 14 is the Spring Divisional meeting at The Draft in Swartz Creek from 11:00 am to 
2:00 pm. Cost is $25; see Alex (NOT CarolAnne!) for details. Alex introduced Dave Skolnik from the 
Saginaw Downtown Kiwanis Club, who encourages members to participate in the club's Cash Bash Raffle. 
Tickets are $100 and only 125 will be sold. Grand prize is $5000! See Bruce Rayce for details. 

CarolAnne: There will be a QUICK Board of Directors meeting after the regular meeting. 

GUESTS: Jim Morgan introduced his brother Don, who is visiting from Seattle. Penny Ecarius introduced 
Midland Daily News editor Kate Hessling. Welcome Don and Kate! Remember to check in at the computer 
in the Narthex!!  

KNOW YOUR KIWANIAN: Ron Keller  



Ron became a member of Kiwassee Kiwanis twenty-years ago, and enjoys the distinction of having had 
TWO sponsors: Ray Senesac and Bill Marklewitz. He explained that neither of them wanted to take full 
responsibility for him. (Editor's note: they probably gave up fighting for the honor). Bill, Ray, and Ron 
were hunting buddies, and in 1985 he and Ray were on the Midland Pistol Team together (Ray got a bulls' 
eye!). Thirty-five years later, Ron still shoots with the team every Wednesday evening. 

The son of a Methodist minister, Ron grew up in Ohio, Colorado, Minnesota, and Chicago. He met his wife 
Linda in high school and they have two sons who are three years apart TO THE DAY, the result of what 
Ron calls "Precision Family Planning" (if you missed the meeting, ask someone who was there to explain 
what Ron meant). His older son teaches high school economics and, according to Ron, leads a normal life. 
His younger son, on the other hand, has led anything BUT a normal life: he is a Winston Churchill Scholar 
with a graduate degree from Cambridge, a PhD from MIT in bio-medical engineering, and an MD from 
Stanford with three certifications. Currently, he is on the faculty at Harvard Medical School and 
affiliated with the Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston. He also finally got around to giving Linda 
and Ron their first grandchild (Editor's note: Ron's claim that he’s “old enough to be a great, great 
grandfather, “is a bold exaggeration: he might be old enough to be a great-grandfather). 

Ron earned a BS in Industrial Engineering at Youngstown State and an MBA at CMU. What he calls 
a "charmed life at Dow" began when a fellow student Ron car-pooled to Mt. Pleasant with offered him his 
first job. He says he had the right job, at the right time, with the right people, and he credits him mom's 
daily prayers for the many opportunities he enjoyed through his career with Dow: "How else could 
someone go from entry level engineer to director of global compensation and benefits for a multi-national-
company the size of Dow?" That position took him all over the world; when then-president Paul Oreffice 
set up a Corporate Benefits Board that met quarterly, Ron served as an expert to report on various global 
locations' plans. Ever humble, he insists that his success was in large part a result of exceptional mentoring 
and coaching.  

In retirement, Ron has been able to take Linda along on some major globetrotting. They've been all over the 
world. A charmed life indeed! 

PROGRAM: Young Children Priority One: John Head, Regional Head Start Manager, Northeast 
Michigan Community Service Agency (NEMSCA) 

John is a local boy, having graduated from Dow High School before earning a degree in Special Education 
at Grand Valley State. After teaching for a few years in Colorado, he returned to MI and earned a Master's 
in Early Childhood Development, because he wanted a deeper understanding of how young children learn 
to navigate their way in the world and how teachers can help them do so. John subbed at the  Longview 
ESA and then started the Head Start program at North Midland Family Center before being named Head 
Start Region 2 Manager. In this position, John works with Head Start teachers in Bay City, West Branch, 
Alpena, Oscoda, and others school districts.  (FYI: There are four regions in the state of Michigan, and 
Midland's Head Start programs are in Region 3).  

John focused his remarks on the value of the "OKIE" suits a grant from the Kiwassee Foundation helped 
him purchase. These child-sized rain coats and boots allow preschoolers to spend lots of time exploring 
outdoors without too getting wet and muddy: when closed around the child's wrists and boots, a Velcro 
strap keeps water out. OKIE suits will soon be in NINE Head Start locations in Midland! 

John explained that the challenging behaviors we might observe in pre-school-aged children occur because 
these kiddos lack essential skills in problem-solving, flexibility, and frustration tolerance. Outdoor play 
provides many opportunities for students to develop these skills that set them up for success in life. 
He shared several amusing and touching examples that demonstrated the value of outdoor play for young 
children. His enthusiasm for teaching and his appreciation of his students were clear in his remarks, as was 
his gratitude to Kiwassee for our help in providing the OKIE suits, which make it possible for children to 
discover their world and their place in it.  



He closed his presentation with the observation that "jumping in a mud puddle each day would solve lots of 
problems in the world." 

To contact John for additional information, email him at headj@NEMCSA.org. 

REMINDERS: Next week's program: Midland Waves kickoff      Greeter: Elizabeth 
Laming       Invocation: Gordon Rogers    


