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CALENDAR 

March 5: The ROCK fundraiser (Rayce) 

 March 8: Kiwanis night at Red Wings game (Guillemette) 

March 10: Foundation Board Meeting 11:00 (Rayce) 

March 14: Michigan Kiwanis Divisional, The Draft, Swartz Creek, 11 am-2 pm (Rapanos) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dee Howe:  Asking for members to sign up to plant flags for  2020 Midland Waves program which starts 
Memorial Day. 

CarolAnn Guillemette:  Asking members to sign up for Know Your Kiwanian presentations.  Also 
seeking sign ups to attend Dow High Key Club meetings. 

Bruce Rayce: Bruce has one space at his table for The ROCK's spring fundraiser, Thursday, March 5, at 
6:00 p.m. See him if you'd like to attend. 

Alex Rapanos: March 14 is the Spring Divisional meeting at The Draft in Swartz Creek from 11:00 am to 
2:00 pm. Cost is $25; see Alex (NOT CarolAnne) 

GUESTS:  Carolanne introduced Neenah Hogle, owner of Fearless-Networking.  Susan Love introduced 
Helen Roth from West Midland Family Center.  Remember to check in at the computer in the Narthex!! 

KNOW YOUR KIWANIAN  Dick Jellum  

Dick grew up on a farm in Minnesota,  typical childhood.  He liked sports, but was not particularly blessed 
with athletic ability.  Fortunately, he inadvertently discovered theater in high school.  He worked to earn 
money for college, particularly at a Birds Eye plant, which involved long hours and good pay.  He went to 
Minnesota State University and got a degree in theater.  

He worked at Meadowbrook Theater in Rochester, MI, and then in Chicago as a stage manager.  Most of 
the cast were movie stars from the 50's and 60's.  In 1978 he moved to the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst.  In 1981 he moved to Midland to join the Midland Center of the Arts where he spent the next 35 
years.  He held 5 or 6 different positions there, retiring as a vice president. 

He has two children, a daughter, 35, who resides in Los Angeles, and a 35-year-old son who is a “stay at 
home" dad.  Dick joined Kiwassee in 1997, and was president for the 2007-08 year. 

PROGRAM: John Keefer, chief deputy clerk, Midland County. 

John started the program by challenging each of us to, in essence, ask ourselves whether we think the 
voting process is "hack proof"  That is, can anyone hack into our voting machines with a view to affecting 
the results.  He also, by the way, challenges anyone to try.  No one has.  He then presented an outstanding 
program which said, "no, they cannot". He worked for seven years for a company called Election Source, 



which supplied machines to 29 Michigan Counties, before Ann Manary discovered him, and convinced him 
to move to Midland. 

The primary reason Michigan's election process is so secure is we are one of eight states that are "home 
ruled".  That is, each of our 3200 some townships, villages, cities has its own, independent system.  There 
is no interconnection, no internet, no electronic transfer of data that someone can hack in to.  And they all 
use exactly the same technology, the same protocols. 

The programming is done by an outside firm and the product is delivered to the local user on flash 
drives.  John must speak directly with the programmer to get the password so he can implement it; there is 
not electronic communication.  Also, the machines are used ONLY for voting; they have absolutely no 
other function so there can't be cross contamination. 

All government units run a testing process in public for accuracy testing.  These are open to the public, and 
anyone can attend.  Seals are placed on all the doors of the voting machines prior to use.  There is a token 
and a code which is not given out until election day.  The machine spits out the voting results which are 
then checked by the canvassers, who have representatives from both political parties.  Results are passed up 
to be totaled and summarized.  All counties track the tallied results carefully.  All ballots are retained for 22 
months before being destroyed. 

Absentee ballots are counted the day of the election.  One can ask for the ballot back and change his vote 
up until 4:00 pm the day before the election.  John closes by saying his only interest is that the elections are 
fair, and accurate.  Clearly, he accomplishes that. 

	


