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After one month of cancelled in-person Kiwassee Kiwanis Club meetings, Kiwassee on ZOOM came into 
view on 20+ members' screens. Thanks to Kim Clark and Carolanne Guillemette for engineering this 
weekly on-lne gathering! After a few amusing glitches, everyone settled in and all agreed that this is an 
effective way to keep connected with our fellow Kiwanians. Join usThp next week! 
Visit https://zoom.us/j/2273484208 to learn more. 

President: C. Guillemette   Greeter: N. Stark        Invocation: N. Stark             Editor: M. Briggs 

CALENDAR: April 14: ZOOM Kiwanis meeting, 12-1 pm (K. Clark, C. Guillemette) 

MEMBER NEWS: CarolAnne reported that Celia Myers came home the day her rehab facility closed. 
Laverne said she is receiving great care from staff at Gary Vogel's Bayside Home Care. CarolAnne has also 
been in touch with Pat Kohler, who is looking forward to catering our meals when our meetings resume. 
She asked CarolAnne to be sure members know how grateful she is for our support and good will. After a 
four-year search, Ray and Barbara Senesac have purchased a house in West Lafayette SIGHT UNSEEN, 
and may have moved by the time the club meets in person again! Fred Honerkamp shared that he has been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer and will undergo robotic surgery in June. Though late to yesterday's ZOOM 
session, he was in his usual good spirits--smart alecky. :-)  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Kim (kclark@mcesa.k12.mi.us)     CarolAnne(cguillemette@wildfirecu.com)  

Kim Clark:  Join your fellow Kiwanians for a virtual club meeting! Same day and time as our regular 
meetings (Tuesday, 12-1 pm), just not the same place, for obvious reasons. Kim has sent an email with 
information on how to participate via either your computer or your cell phone. Contact Kim or 
CarolAnne with questions; they'll be glad to do a mock sign-in with you so you're all set for next Tuesday!  

CarolAnne Guillemette: A few of the standing features of our in-person meetings have been tweaked for 
the ZOOM meetings: 

1. One person will greet members AND give the invocation. Today Nancy Stark welcomed each person as 
they popped up on the screen and gave a moving invocation to open our virtual meeting. CarolAnne will be 
in touch with the people who signed up for those two roles.  

2. ZOOM meetings will feature two regular segments: the wildly popular "Know Your Kiwanian" and a 
new feature, "My Quarantine Experience." Both are five-minutes--for KYK, include details about yourself 
folks might not already know, and explain why you're a Kiwanian. For MQE, tell us how you're spending 
your time during the stay-home-stay-safe protocol we are all enduring--share your coping ideas for the rest 
of us to try! Contact CarolAnne to claim a spot-one KYK and two MQEs per meeting. 

3. Program presentations will be ten-minutes long and focus on topics relevant to our current COVID-19 
challenges.  

In other news... 

Both the Midland Waves flag program and the Kiwassee for Kids Charity Golf Outing have been cancelled 
for this year and fundraising has ended. The flag committee is discussing the placement of flags in selected 
public locations on some or all of the five holidays (Memorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, 
Veterans Day).  



The cancellation of these two fundraisers means that monies in the Project Fund will be considerably 
reduced. Committee chairs will be in touch with their committee members to discuss funding priorities as 
the year progresses. Also, committees need to be thinking about potential funding needs related to the 
pandemic: for example, the school districts will provide meals to all students through what would have 
been the end of the school year -- what are plans for supporting families in this way during the summer? 
What other activities and initiatives might need our support? Important questions. 

Kiwassee is an official "promoter" of a 30-day t-shirt campaign to raise money that will go directly to 
Midland small businesses. Josiah Blackmore, owner of the local t-shirt company Red Threads, created the 
campaign "with small businesses in mind as a way to promote something on their social media pages to 
make money and cover some expenses during a time when they otherwise could not make any money 
because they've been ordered to close, or simply cannot remain open, and don't have an internet web store." 
Each shirt costs $20, $13 of which will go directly to a local business the customer selects at checkout. 
Visit shop.redthreads.com and buy a shirt-or ten! #IAMMIDLAND. Kiwassee will be among the many 
promoters featured on the t-shirt.  

Kiwanis International has notified local clubs that their 2020-21 officer elections must be held by May 15. 
Nominating Committee chair Penny Ecarious has everything in order to meet this deadline.  

MY QUARANTINE EXPERIENCE: Three members shared details about the past few weeks of their 
lives: 

CarolAnne Guillemette: Ordinarily, CarolAnne's work calendar is crammed with meetings and 
community events. but since she and just about everyone else in the area is at home and not going 
anywhere, her calendar is EMPTY. She's convinced that she isn't flattening THE curve as much as she's 
fattening HER curves, and she looks forward to non-essential stores reopening so she can shop for some 
new clothes. She's taking an on-line class to become a Certified Financial Counselor and, when she 
mentioned difficulties with signing up for curbside grocery pickup, she received advice the Editor wants to 
share with everyone: Meijer requires you to first find a Shipt person to shop and then be sure you're 
available when they shop; also, they never has TP (Al Forster). Kroger is easy to work with AND has TP 
(Al Davis). 

Roger Moll: Roger's retired, so not going to work isn't the same for him as it is for working folks. He IS 
missing breakfast with his friends and has noticed that he no longer finishes his coffee before noon. He's 
grateful the weather has been good, allowing for walking, planning the garden, planting vegetables in the 
front yard, reading...Roger's also enjoying the Christ Church Kiwanis Club's newsletter--lots of humor. He 
and Anne are keeping in touch via Face Time with their eight grandchildren. 

Crystalee Cook: Primrose Retirement Community is adjusting services for its residents who are 
now confined to their rooms or apartments. Leaving to exercise or walk is permitted on a schedule and with 
reminders to practice social distancing, which Crystalee said is difficult for those who are missing seeing 
their friends for activities and meals. Visitors are limited at this time, and lockdown occurs earlier than 
usual, as staff who come and go are likely to be the ones to give residents the virus. Anyone entering the 
building is screened, and all staff and residents are temperature-checked twice a day. Despite these 
restrictions, Primrose staff are making sure residents have some fun: this week is Spirit Week, with staff 
wearing school/university clothing; staff dressed up in costumes and raced outside residents' windows; and 
Happy Hour on Wheels travels up and down the halls twice weekly to provide refreshing drinks to 
residents! Sounds pretty good! 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: ZOOM attendees sang "Happy Birthday" to Susan Love, and CarolAnne 
reminded everyone to continue their stay-at-home routine, even though it's hard: her sister, who is an RN, 
assured her that doing will be especially important in the next few weeks. Email Kim or Carolanne if you 
wish talk about yourself ("Know Your Kiwanian") and/or tell us what you're up to these days ("MY 



Quarantine Experience." As for next week, Brian Goodwill and Betsy Sullivan will duke it out to greet and 
give the invocation, and the speaker is a surprise! 

Finally, CarolAnne encouraged all members to give ZOOM a try--visit https://zoom.us/j/2273484208 for 
details. Don't fret if you're a newcomer to ZOOM: just remember that "amateurs built the ark, but 
professionals built the Titanic!"   

  

  

  

  

	


