
Through June, 2020, Kiwassee will meet weekly on line via Zoom. Thanks to Kim Clark and CarolAnne 
Guillemette for engineering this weekly virtual gathering. Visit https://zoom.us/j/2273484208 to learn more. 
Contact Kim (kclark@mcesa.k12.mi.us) or CarolAnne (cguillemette@wildfirecu.com) if you have questions. 

April 28, 2020   KIWASSEE KIWANIS  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org 

President:   C. Guillemette  Greeter/Invocation: J. Morgan      Editor: M. Briggs                      
attendance at today's Zoom meeting: 38 

Note: CarolAnne displayed an American flag for attendees to see, so we all recited the pledge! 

CALENDAR 

May 5: Zoom Kiwanis meeting, 12-1 pm (K. Clark, C. Guillemette) Program: Wendy Brach, life-coach 

May 5: United Way Give Local campaign (https://www.givelocalmidland.org)  

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: (CarolAnne) 

Interclub update: CarolAnne and Bruce are working with the Saginaw West Club to put together a virtual interclub. 

The Kiwanis District of Michigan is seeking cash/check donations for PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) for 
Michigan health care workers. Contact Bruce Rayce (bmrayce@aol.com) for details.      

Kiwanis International has cancelled the 2020 Convention that was to take place in Indianapolis June 17-20. The 
only time in its 100+ year history that the International Convention has been cancelled was during WWII, when the 
1943-45 conventions did not take place. Ten-thousand Kiwanians attend the first convention after the war was over, 
in 1946. The Kiwanis International Board of Directors will meet virtually. Also, the Michigan District of 
Kiwanis convention is scheduled for August. 

P.S. Fred Honerkamp: EMS worker Scott Schafer has recovered from COVID19; now his wife has it. While this is 
great news for Scott, it also highlights the continued sacrifices First Responders make.  

PROGRAM: Holly Miller, Executive Director of United Way of Midland County-"Week 7 of the Response: Where 
We Are Today" 

Holly opened her presentation by praising Midland: "We have an amazing community," with people pulling together 
in a variety of ways. 

She focused on the many examples of effective collaboration between United Way and several local business 
leaders through the Covid19 Coalition. In addition to continuing monthly allocations to its partner agencies, UW has 
extended financial support for three months to support overhead and agency sustainability. The information that 
follows includes details from Holly's answers to members' questions. 

United Way's short-term response to COVID19 has included developing a volunteer module and safety practices 
protocol; establishing with the Midland Area Community Foundation a single fund for COVID-19 relief to non-
profits and meeting daily to evaluate mini-grant applications; forming ReliefMidland as an extension to 211* 
(https://www.211nemichigan.org/covid-19-resources.html), which provides links to resources that provide help with 
basic needs related to COVID-19; working with ESA to fund child care for essential workers; and supporting the 
Midland County Emergency Food Pantry and Salvation Army to provide food resources. *211 is the general number 
to call for assistance and information to meet essential needs. 



In addition to funding mini-grants in the short term, UW has loosened allocations and provided volunteers to local 
non-profits. They are also supporting some non-profits that are not UW partners* if, like the BRIDGE, they serve 
ALICE families. (note: United Way provides direct funding twenty-six agencies for fifty programs; there are almost 
1000 non-profits in Midland County. 

Long-term efforts will focus on what Holly called "a tsunami of basic needs." The ALICE population has doubled in 
the last two months and will continue to grow (*ALICE is the acronym for Asset Limited Income Constrained 
Employed, the population that earns too much to qualify for public assistance but struggles on their own to make 
ends meet). Government assistance programs will end in August or September, as will the current freeze on 
foreclosures, evictions, and utilities cutoffs. ALICE families will eventually have to pay those accumulated fees, and 
United Way will work to help them stay in their own home, pay utilities, and buy food. 

Another long-term goal is to help UW partner agencies strengthen their sustainability. Holly said these non-profits 
are resilient have been nimble and creative with financial resources during this challenging time.  

Holly appreciates the positive response to COVID19 throughout Midland, and she mentioned specifically the 
thousands of cloth masks that volunteers all over Midland have made. In fact, you can pick up one any time at the 
United Way office on Jerome St (across from the First United Methodist Church). Adult and child sizes are 
available, and they're just outside the door. She also mentioned 211's "Friendly Caller," which matches someone who 
wants a phone call with someone who wants to make one, and "Happy Notes" to front line workers, local seniors, 
volunteers and others. 

The presentation ended with the 30-second PSA (Public Service Announcement) that was made by 211 workers and 
has been picked up by local, statewide, and national television networks. Visit United Way of Midland County's 
Facebook page and scroll down to "Keeping Your Family Afloat." Send her an email with any questions you may 
have: holly@unitedwaymidland.org.  

MY QUARANTINE EXPERIENCE: Rudy Phillips is a busy guy! He's staying close to home because, well, he IS 
82 and, in addition to living with Type 2 diabetes, the man is on his second pacemaker AND he has THREE 
STENTS--yikes! Nevertheless, Rudy spent time working outside until he ran out of supplies and turned his attention 
to the eternal cleaning of the basement, garage, and office. He and Sue are ordering groceries for pickup and using 
the drive-thru for prescriptions. His social life is currently defined by phone, text, and Zoom, and he's definitely 
looking forward to seeing all of those folks in person. Sadly, one of Sue's cousins who lives in Wisconsin has  
COVI-19 and is under quarantine.. Still, Sue and Rudy grateful for what they have.  

MY QUARANTINE EXPERIENCE: Stu Bender has lived in Independence Village for about a year. Currently, 
staff wearing masks and latex gloves are serving meals to residents in their apartments, but everyone can walk 
around the complex provided they maintain the required 6' social distance. But Stu isn't one bit bored: he took to 
heart Suggestion #7 in Betsy Sullivan's recent presentation: CONNECT WITH OTHERS. He's making his way 
through a list of no fewer than seventy family members and visiting on line with each one, either via email or Zoom. 
He's super busy and highly recommends Betsy's advice as a great antidote to Quarantine Fatigue. His only problem 
is that, like so many of us (but not Roger Briggs anymore). his hair is LONG. (thankfully, Martha Briggs isn't 
available to solve that problem).  

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: remember to email CarolAnne if you wish to greet folks as they sign on and provide 
the invocation, talk about yourself ("Know Your Kiwanian"), and/or or tell us what you're up to these days ("MY 
Quarantine Experience"). Share with CarolAnne ways to resurrect Happy Dollars to our Zoom meetings. And 
remember: CarolAnne has heard that when you're right, no one remembers; when you're wrong, no one forgets. 
Also, Life: it goes on. And finally, while you're enjoying your ham and eggs, keep in mind that they're a day-long 
commitment for the chicken, but a lifetime commitment for the pig.  

Have a good week--stay at home and stay safe! Hope to see even more of you at the Zoom meeting next Tuesday at 
noon. 


