
Through June, 2020, Kiwassee will meet weekly on line via Zoom. Thanks to Kim Clark and CarolAnne Guillemette 
for engineering this weekly virtual gathering. Visit https://zoom.us/j/2273484208 to learn more. Contact Kim 
(kclark@mcesa.k12.mi.us) or CarolAnne (cguillemette@wildfirecu.com) if you have questions. 
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note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq- vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ- 2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

May 21: Kiwassee Board of Directors Zoom meeting, 12:00-1:00.  

May 26: Kiwassee Zoom meeting, 12:00-1:00. Program: Next week: Midland City Manager Brad Kaye (Human and 
Spiritual Values) 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Kim Clark) 

--Kiwanis District of Michigan Division 10 Raffle Ticket Sales are happening now! See Alex for tickets. Funds will 
be split between the Division and the Michigan District of Kiwanis Foundation. 

--PLEASE sign up to be the Greeter/Invocator for a Kiwassee Zoom meeting! See the link above. VolunTEER 
before Kim or CarolAnne volunTELLs you to do it! 

--The Kiwassee Kiwanis Board of Directors Zoom meeting is this Thursday, May 22. Watch for Kim’s email 
invitation. 

--Thanks to club members who have made donations to the club, given that two of our fundraisers, Midland WAVES 
and the Golf Outing, have been cancelled due to COVID19. Send your donations to LaVerne Myers (316 Mayfield, 
Midland 48640) and write "COVID19 donation" in the memo.  

--Committee Chairs: please notify Kim Clark by the end of August of your plans to either continue or not continue in 
this leadership position. 

CLUB ELECTIONS: Kim read the slate of officers for next year, a motion was made and seconded to accept the 
entire slate, and next year’s officers will be: President: Kim Clark; President-elect: Crystalee Cook; Vice-President: 
Kathy Allen; Past President: CarolAnne Guillemette; Secretary: Karen Adams; Membership Secretary: Al Forster; 
Treasurer: Jim Morgan; Assistant Treasurer: Mary Lou Myers. Next, Kim read the slate of nominees for a 3-year term 
as a director on the Kiwassee Kiwanis Board of Directors. A motion was made and seconded to accept Nate Coady, 
Dave Winegardner, and Dave Bender  as 2022-23 Directors. The motion passed. They will join Phil Sarnacke, Dee 
Howe, and Jim Heffel, whose terms will end in 2021; and Nancy Stark, Beth Laming, and Rudy Phillips, whose terms 
will end in 2022.  

MANY THANKS TO OUR NEWLY-ELECTED OFFICERS AND BOARD DIRECTORS FOR STEPPING UP 
TO THESE LEADERSHIP POSITIONS! 

COMMITTEE UPDATES: We're 8 months into the 2019-20 fiscal year, and its time to found out what our 
committees have been up to so far! 

Junior Youth-Rudy Phillips: The committee joined the four other funding committees to sponsor a table at the ARC 
breakfast in November @ $100 each and a table at the Children’s Grief Center’s virtual luncheon in April @ $125 
each. In December, they sponsored Central Park Elementary’s Christmas party with $112 for doughnuts and donated 
$500 to the Midland Emergency Food Pantry as a belated gift to Thanksgiving Baskets. In January, they provided a 



program presented by Laurie Brown of the Community Outreach Resource Extension (CORE), which serves families 
in Lee Township, the West Midland Family Center, and Floyd Elementary School. A grant request to the Kiwassee 
Foundation to support the Midland Area CROP in its effort to expand into Midland County was declined because the 
funds would be for operating expenses. They have scheduled Andrea Secrease to speak at the July 7 meeting. Andrea is 
the interim director of the Greater North Midland Family Center. Committee members in addition to Rudy: Dick 
Skochdopole (co-chair), Joe Downey, Mike Feider, Millard Kent, Jack Lehman, Susan Love, Walt Rupprecht, Duane 
Townley, and Jim Young. 

Community Service-Dick Jellum: In October, the committee donated $200 to Cleveland Manor’s Christmas Party 
and $350 to the Midland Area Community Foundation’s Christmas parties at area Senior Centers. The committee also 
joined the four other funding committees to sponsor a table at the ARC breakfast in November @ $100 each and a table 
at the Children’s Grief Center’s virtual luncheon in April @ $125 each. In December, they reimbursed Martha Briggs 
$365 for Christmas gifts she purchased for a local family as part of Salvation Army’s Adopt-a-Family program. The 
committee invited Craig McDonald of the Alden B. Dow Home & Studio to speak at a November meeting. Committee 
members in addition to Dick: Martha Briggs, Sam Choo, Al Davis, Millard Kent, Al Klashak, Roger Moll, Rudy 
Phillips, Alex Rapanos, and Jim Young. 

Phil Sarnacke-Senior Youth: The committee has spent/committed $1625 to date: they joined the four other funding 
committees to sponsor a table at the ARC breakfast in November @ $100 each and a table at the Children’s Grief 
Center’s virtual luncheon in April @ $125 each; and supported Dow High Key Club’s attendance at the annual 
Michigan District Service Leadership Conference in February with a $1000 donation. Pending donations include $600 
for the Salvation Army’s SHARE counselors and $650 for the deck project at Eagle Village, both of which are still in 
the planning stages due to COVID19-related restrictions. In addition, they have purchased tassel charms for the nine 
Key Club graduating seniors, which will cost less than $50 total. Program speakers were Tony Bacigalupo, director of 
Windover’s Culinary Program; Mike Sharrow, superintendent of Midland Public Schools; and Dow High Key Club 
members who attended the District Service Leadership Conference. Committee members in addition to Phil: Rachel 
Baker, Martha Briggs, Roger Briggs, Al Burmester, Mary Lou Myers, Alex Rapanos, Bruce Rayce, Walt Rupprecht, 
and Duane Townley. 

MY QUARENTINE EXPERIENCE-Al Forster: Al prepared an Open Office Presentation (visit 
https://www.openoffice.org/download/ it's free!) to help him explain everything he’s been doing since the stay-home 
restrictions kicked in. Before he went into those details, however, he gave a shout-out to Jim Heffel, who fills in for 
him as Membership Secretary when he and his wife Susan Bradshaw are up at their cottage in the summer months. Al’s 
routine commitments include daily walks with Susan; Kiwassee Zoom meetings; on-line bridge games via Bridge Base 
Online; Sunday afternoon family Zoom gatherings (on Saturdays, Susan and her granddaughter, who lives in St. Louis, 
meet virtually on Saturdays to cook together); and dog-sitting his stepson Bo’s pet. Throughout the days, he is a 
whirlwind of hobbies and activities: tracking Kiwassee membership data and managing his stocks, using programs he 
designed (contact Al for details this program—alforster1@gmail.com); recharging solar batteries; designing and 
making cloth masks; facilitating his online bridge games with a program he designed; and flying his drone both inside 
and outside. His advice for enduring these trying times? stay BUSY, stay IN TOUCH with family and friends 
(observing the recommended 6’ distance, of course), stay SAFE.  

P.S. For those who want to play a variety of games on line with family, friends, and random folks from around the 
world, Chuck Gartner recommends Trickster.com! 

PROGRAMS ON TAP: Next week: Midland City Manager Brad Kaye 

June 2: Kiwassee Foundation; June 9: Eric Curtis Boy Scouts of America; June 16: Terri Trotter, Midland Center for 
the Arts. 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Kim thanked everyone for their steady participation in the weekly Zoom meetings, 
which consistently have 35-40+ folks joining; by contrast, she and CarolAnne attended May 10 Zoom interclub with 
Saginaw Township where she and CarolAnne were two of TEN folks on line! Chuck Gartner thanked the newly elected 
officers and directors for their willingness to step up and lead. Alex Rapanos explained that, while this summer’s 
Kiwanis International Convention is cancelled, the Michigan District is working on a virtual convention, and that this 
year’s leadership training will be virtual as well. Martha Briggs announced that Aktion Club will hold its first Zoom 
meeting next Wednesday, May 27. 

PLEASE volunteer to greet and give the invocation—and remember: you don’t want to force Kim or CarolAnne 
volunTELL you for the task! 

Please keep victims of this week’s flooding in your thoughts; there are many opportunities for service now, and there 
will continue to be needs in the coming months. What a spring we’ve had: first COVID19, and now FLOODS! 



As always, have a good week--stay home, stay safe! For those of you dealing with flood-related issues, know that our 
thoughts are with you: please reach out to your fellow Kiwanians if you need help. See you at the Zoom meeting next 
Tuesday at noon. Take care, everyone. 

	


