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NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  President:   C. Guillemette 

Greeter: K. Clark            Invocation: D. Rayce           Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at today's 
Zoom meeting: 41 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq- vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ- 
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

June 2: Program: Kiwassee Foundation update. Greetings and Invocation: N. Stark. Happy 
Dollars: everyone in attendance! 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: (CarolAnne) 

Many thanks to Duane Townley, who began today's invocation by playing a hymn on his clarinet, an 
instrument he's been playing since the 4th grade. A nice touch! 

The annual Kiwanis raffle is upon us, and no one has asked Alex Rapanos for tickets! Funds raised support 
both the Michigan District and the Michigan Kiwanis Foundation.  

Please sign up to greet and give the invocation at one of our weekly Zoom meetings!! The link to the 
signup is conspicuously red above. 

Thanks to those members who have signed up/given a "Know Your Kiwanian" and/or "My 
Quarantine/Flood Experience," especially everyone's flexibility regarding when they'll actually give their 
presentation. Contact CarolAnne if you're ready to take your turn! 

PROGRAM: Fred Honerkamp introduced Midland City Manager Brad Kaye, who has worked in several 
capacities for the City of Midland since 2012. Previously, he spent his professional career in urban 
planning in both the private and municipal sector. Brad focused on the recent catastrophic floods, providing 
an overview of what happened, how the City responded, what infrastructure issues we face, and what's 
ahead for the area. He also answered many questions submitted by Kiwanians both before and during the 
meeting.  

What happened? After torrential rainstorms over the weekend threatened two dams along the Tittabawassee 
River, residents along Wixom and Sanford Lakes evacuated late Monday night; most returned to their 
homes on Tuesday. The water levels rose and fell through the day on Tuesday until late afternoon, when an 
emergency alert reported that the Edenville Dam was in danger of imminent failure. Within an hour area 
residents evacuated, the earthen portion of the dam was breached, and 21 trillion gallons of water rushed 
through and down Sanford Lake to the Tittabawassee River in Midland, taking with it everything in its 
path: boats, trailers, lifts, mature trees, sheds, whole homes. Nearby roads on both sides of Sanford 
Lake were closed, Midland residents west of Eastman Road and south of US 10 were ordered to evacuate 
(1/4 of the Midland's population and 1/3 of the city's footprint), and power/Internet went out for homes and 
businesses in the affected areas. 

How did the City respond?: The City focused on structures located in flood plains, including homes and the 
Midland Hospital. The first of the City's pumps to fail was the one that serves the lower areas of Valley 



Drive and hospital vicinity. Five other pumps were shut off preemptively. This was a difficult decision, 
since it meant more water in more homes and businesses, but the time and monies required to restore failed 
pumps would have made life difficult for a much longer period of time.  

To ease the flow of water through the storm sewers, portable pumps were used to pump water from them 
into some area streets. The City's storm sewers were designed for a 10-year flood; this year's event was a 
500-year flood.  

What infrastructure issues did the City face? To date, 35-40 homes have been condemned, and the City is 
working with Red Cross and United Way to find for these residents. Some people who pumped their 
basements (ignoring officials' advice to do so) resulted in foundation failures from the outside pressure of 
the water. The lower level of Riverside Assisted Living on Main Street was flooded, and residents were 
evacuated to Midland High for two nights. They were allowed to return to their apartments to gather 
belongings so they can relocate while the building is restored. 

Other City properties affected by the flood include the basement of the Library. Thanks to the early 
response of the National Guard, the library staff, and many volunteers, damage was reduced but restoration 
of the area that was completely replaced after the 2017 flood three years ago will take time. And of course, 
Currie Golf Course is flooded, although the water continues to recede.  

What's next? The response to COVID19 has already stretched the budget. Insurance will cover some of 
repair and restoration work. The Army CORPS of engineers will assess the damage and develop new 
protocols for the dams. After all of the damage assessments are complete, FEMA officials will weigh in 
regarding a FEMA emergency declaration, which will join city, county, state, and national emergency 
declarations already in place. It will open up funding for the City as well as residents affected by the flood, 
but the requirements to qualify for assistance and funding is not guaranteed. The fact that the FEMA 
Region V Regional Administrator has worked with locals on other projects may help. 

Brad praised area communities, along with restoration companies, local organizations, church and 
neighborhood volunteers, all of who have been tremendously helpful. The outreach has been humbling. He 
also said, while he may be the "face" of the City, it's the hard work of dozens of City employees that has 
made him "look good." He plans to pass along to them the compliments that have been directed to him.  

Details about the status of . . .  

US10? MDOT has awarded a $1.78 emergency contract to Fisher Contracting to make repairs to US 10. 
Temporary crossovers will allow one-lane traffic in both directions. The eastbound roadway will be 
repaired first, followed by the westbound bridge and roadway. Work is expected to be completed and 
temporary crossovers removed by the end of June. 

the dams? Damage to the Edenville and Sanford dams is still bang assessed. Boyce Hydro, the private 
company that owned these dams, along with the Smallwood and Secord dams upriver. Boyce must grant 
access to the property to the Army Corps of Engineers so they can conduct their assessment. At this time, 
what's left of the Edenville Dam is still holding water from the Tobacco River. The dams are in the process 
of being purchased by the Four Lakes Task Force, so their status is uncertain. Brad said the City of Midland 
would be involved in future talks about the dam system.  

the status of City and Township taxes? As required by the State of Michigan, summer tax rates are already 
set. Because property values will certainly go down as a result of the flood damage and loss, assessments 
will also go down in 2021. As a result, lower tax revenues will create significant challenges to the City and 
Townships' ability to provide service to their taxpayers. 

Fire Stations? Station 1 on Haley Street lost power for a while, but no other Midland fire stations were 
affected. Regarding plans for a 4th fire station in the northwest part of town, where significant development 



is occurring, Brad said the City has determined a search area and may purchase property in anticipation of 
adding another fire station in the future. 

Additional questions concerned the Midland Mall and the old Holiday Inn on Wackerly, but the flood didn't 
turn them into eyesores. 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Remember to copy and paste https://docs.google.com/ 
spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq- vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ- 2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish 
to greet folks and provide the invocation. Contact CarolAnne if you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your 
Kiwanian" or "My Quarantine/Flood Experience." Send agenda items to CarolAnne. Also, plan to share 
good news next week because Happy Dollars will be part of our Zoom meeting! Keep track of what your 
donation would be if we were meeting in person, CarolAnne will consult Al Forster to determine the best 
way for members to settle up.  

See you next week on Zoom! 

  

  

	


