
June 16, 2020                    KIWASSEE 
NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  President:   C. 
Guillemette 

Greeter & Invocator: R. Briggs           Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at 
today's Zoom meeting: 50 members 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at 
our Zoom meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

June 18: Kiwassee Kiwanis Board of Directors Zoom meeting, noon. 

June 23: Program: Helping Hands Dentistry 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction 
(K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: (CarolAnne) 

The annual Kiwanis raffle has no deadline, so you can still see Alex Rapanos for tickets-
-but they may be starting to curl around the edges, so act fast! Funds raised will be split 
between the Michigan District and the Michigan Kiwanis Foundation.  

Board of Directors, please send agenda items for this Thursday's Board meeting to 
CarolAnne ASAP.  

CarolAnne is working on filling out the roster of greeters/invocators for the rest of her 
term (through September). SIGN UP! See the link above, printed this week in an 
attractive teal. 

Mike Cronenberger: American flags will fly in public places on July 4! Plans for 
appropriate social distancing are in the works; contact Mike if you'd like to help install 
flags in the a.m. and take them down in the p.m. Breakfast at Shirlene's is a possibility!! 

Al Forster: Many of the remaining dues slackers have paid up: as for the rest of you, take 
care of this matter! 

Bruce Rayce: The Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation meets via Zoom today at 1:30 pm. 
Watch your email for the link from Kim. 



MEMBER NEWS: LaVerne Myers' wife Celia is back in the hospital, hoping to be 
discharged this weekend. Jim Young and his wife Jan lost their home, its contents, and a 
car in the flood. They're relocating in Midland. The 46-unit condo community where they 
lived will be sold to FEMA and will likely be restored to its original condition, a 
beautiful wooded area.  

PROGRAM: Terri Trotter, president and CEO of the Midland Center for the Arts. Dick 
Jellum introduced Terri, who has been in her position at MCFTA since 2015. Prior to 
that, she served in the same position for the Sun Valley Center for the Arts in Idaho and 
has focused her career on Art Center management. Originally from Chicago, Terri earned 
a BA from Northwestern University and a Master's degree from Indiana University. She 
is active in church and community activities. 

Terri provided a status report on what is and isn't happening at the Center right now. It 
has been closed to the public since March 10 and all live performances, including two 
Broadway shows, were cancelled. As Terri noted, the Center is "a gathering spot for big 
groups; we can't do that right now." Instead, staff set out to make the arts virtual and 
moved in-person programs on line. The most popular features turned out to be the 
interactive ones, so what began as a variety of presentations has evolved into live 
discussions. 

The Center is also rolling out new virtual programs. For each "Matrix Video Talk," a 
community member will discuss a previously announced film; for the first session, Terri 
and her UM junior daughter will talk about “Arrival." This week, the combined Center 
choirs presented "I Can't Breathe" and “Seven Last Words of the Unharmed,” both 
composed by Joel Thompson, who also led a dialogue about the role of race in the arts.  

Terri also discussed the impact of the recent flooding on the five buildings that comprise 
the MCFTA: the main Center, Doan Historical Center, 1874 Bradley Home, H.H. Dow 
Museum, and the Carriage House. Although the staff were prepared for flooding and 
moved several items to higher levels in the buildings, no one anticipated the two feet of 
water that filled the Historical Center, which is currently gutted. Dozens of volunteers led 
by FEMA-trained experts, along with members of the Michigan Museum Association, 
helped the staff relocate boxes and boxes of archives and artifacts to the Center to protect 
them from the high humidity in the Historical Museum. Sensitive documents and artifacts 
were sent to SVSU and a historical museum in Grand Rapids; several have been frozen as 
the first step of a painstaking restoration process. Items from the Grace A. Dow Library 
are not being stored in the Center. 

The Center has its own flood-related issues: power units were inundated and, as a result, 
the building has had limited power. Terri said she and the staff will be determining how 
best to protect the building's utilities, possibly relocating them at significant cost: she 
recently submitted an estimate of $9 million to FEMA for repair and restoration. 
Currently, the Center's lobbies are full of items from the Historical Museum, which will 
be relocated to storage rooms on the upper level. The staff is looking at outdoor and 



online summer programming, as well as taking a long view of how the Center can best 
serve the community in the future.  

At this time, Matrix is part of the outdoor planning that may include a concert at the 
Fairgrounds in mid-July and a tent concert in August to kick off the festival. The staff is 
working on the logistics of social distancing for inside events, working with a suggested 
20% capacity, which for the Auditorium is about 300 people. Events will include a 1st 
Thursday Comedy Night in the Auditorium, and the Symphony Season is in the works, 
with the possibility of both in-person attendance and live streaming. The local Center 
Stage plans to stream all of William Shakespeare's 36 plays live on Facebook through 
December. Terri anticipates very few professional shows. 

Asked how the Center will survive, Terri explained that COVID caused the Center to lose 
$1 million in revenue, 40% of which comes from ticket sales. Fortunately, the Center's 
finances are in good shape, which should prevent it from shutting down altogether and 
laying off staff. There's a lot of uncertainty right now. That said, Terri praised her staff's 
hard work and creativity. 

HAPPY DOLLARS: Roger Briggs reported that Hillside Elementary has been sold and 
that the new owners are preparing several of the apartments for families displaced by the 
flood. Betsy Sullivan said Shirlene's Cuisine plans to open for full service around July 4 
and will follow CDC recommendations regarding social distancing. Acting as Walt 
Rupprecht's proxy, Sam Choo reported Walt's 69th wedding anniversary.  

AFTER-HOURS GET-TOGETHER: A quick member survey showed interest in a 
Kiwassee social gathering; watch for details! 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Remember to copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-
4V9V0cuTDTVZ-2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish to greet folks and provide 
the invocation. Contact CarolAnne if you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your 
Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Send agenda items for both Thursday's Board 
meeting and next week's regular meeting to CarolAnne. Keep track of what your Happy 
Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and CarolAnne will consult Al 
Forster to determine the best way for members to settle up.  

	


