
June 30, 2020                    KIWASSEE 
NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  Presiding:   K. Clark 

Greeter & Invocator: R. Moll           Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at today's Zoom meeting: 
49 members, 2 guests* 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

July 4: Flag installations at Jerome St, Courthouse, Circle, Midland Center for the Arts (M. Cronenberger) 

July 14: Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation Board meeting-1:30 via Zoom (B. Rayce) 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Jack Lehman's mother Gloria passed away June 22. Martha sent a sympathy card to Jack on behalf of 
Kiwassee members. 

Alex Rapanos has Kiwanis raffle tickets. Funds raised will be split between the Michigan District and the 
Michigan Kiwanis Foundation.  

Mike Cronenberger thanked the Kiwanians who joined him to locate the sleeves for the July 4 flag 
planning: Martha Briggs, Bob Davidson, Mike Feider, Jim Heffel, Roger Moll, Rudy Phillips, Phil 
Sarnacke, and Jim Young.  

Bruce Rayce: The Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation will meet via Zoom July 14 at 1:30--NOT TODAY!  

*Bruce Rayce introduced Larry and Nancy Memmer, immediate past-Division 6 Lieutenant Governor 
and Division 6 LTG-elect, respectively. Larry explained that, since there was no Spring Divisional due to 
COVID, leadership classes will be virtual; see Bruce for details. Also, Larry's visiting Kiwanis clubs' Zoom 
meetings to announce their awards. Kiwassee was named Distinguished Club with recognition of President 
CarolAnne and Secretary Karen Adams; Outstanding Club, 100% Foundation support, Action Club and 
Key Club sponsors, and Salvation Army bell-ringing. In addition, Bruce Rayce was named Distinguished 
Lieutenant Governor -- no surprise there! 

The 2020 Michigan District convention will take place virtually, with informational sessions the week of 
August 17.Delegate sessions will take place over the weekend, along with retirement of this year's officers, 
installation of 2020-21 officers, and recognition of members who passed away this year . Both District and 
International dues for the first 150 new members who joined this year have been waived through October 1, 
2020. 

PROGRAM: Captain Brian Goodwill, Midland Salvation Army. Before Brian provided information about 
SA's response to COVID, flood relief, and the summer SHARE program, he did his "Know Your 
Kiwanian" A to Z style. Check your email for this informative list! 



MARCH to early MAY: The local response to COVID-19 was an effective collaboration between 
community agencies. The Midland Area Community Foundation made $500 gift cards available to eligible 
families affected by the shut down. Salvation Army processed over 2700 applications, and the 1500 
recipients picked up their gift cards at the Greater Midland Community Center. SA also provided rent and 
food assistance and served as a location for area school lunch pickups until that program ended with what 
would have been the end of the school year. 

MID-MAY: As immediate needs had decreased, the Goodwill's took a family trip to visit Brian's sister in 
Denver. His own vacation was cut short when the Edenville and Sanford dams failed on May 19: by May 
20, he had flown back to Michigan to oversee SA's response to this catastrophe. That night SA served 
meals to displaced families and has continued to do so every day since. While they initially rotated between 
several area hotels that were housing the families, the number of people needing temporary digs has since 
declined and SA is currently serving just at Spring Hill Suites. To date, SA has served 2400 meals and 1260 
bottles of water. 

In addition, SA helped out with flood clean up efforts in downtown Sanford as well as the Sanford Lake 
area, and assisted the Meridian High School location with the distribution of the over 1000 cleanup kits that 
included totes, tarps, and cleaning cloths . Between 25 and 30 local agencies continue to meet weekly to 
address needs, with committees to manage volunteers, rehousing, and rebuilding. Brian hopes the FEMA 
disaster declaration and the funding associated with it come soon. Midland organizations and individuals 
have come together to provide help where and when it's needed. 

JUNE 22: Salvation Army's SHARE summer program for K-8 students opened for business at two sites, 
the Salvation Army Center and Eagle Ridge Church of God. This is the 40th summer for the program, and 
SA is adhering to all COVID regulations to ensure everyone's safety. A total of 110 children between the 
two sites is about half the usual number involved, which makes it easier to follow safety practices.  

In response to a question about how children are coping in the face of COVID and the flood, Brian said that 
he, Bruce Rayce, and Alex Rapanos are working with the Monday club to determine how we can respond 
to their needs. He has no hard data regarding specific issues children are facing, but said that right now, the 
priority for all affected by the flood is stable housing. He noted that 211 and the Red Cross have been 
responding to requests for help.  

In speaking to both current and future funding needs, Brian explained that while SA can always use more 
money, they are in good shape right now, thanks to the MCAF grants, along with support from United Way 
and Red Cross. FEMA monies will be parceled out to counties for food and shelter, and Brian said funding 
amounts have been up because of COVID's impact on unemployment. It also helps that evictions have been 
suspended in the wake of the pandemic. Regarding sweat equity, SA can use help serving the daily meals. 
It's a 3-hour commitment, from 4:30-7:30 pm. Contact Brian at Brian.Goodwill@usc.salvationarmy.org.  

Brian reiterated his praise of the exceptional collaboration of so many local organizations to provide 
support to people struggling at this time. 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Stu Bender is next week's Greeter/Invoker, and next 
week's program will be provided by the Legacy Center. Remember to copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish to greet folks and provide the invocation. Contact CarolAnne if 
you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Keep track of what 
your Happy Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and CarolAnne will consult Al 
Forster to determine the best way for members to settle up.  

	


