
July 7, 2020                    KIWASSEE 
NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  Presiding:   K. Clark 

Greetings & Invocation: S. Bender          Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at today's 
Zoom meeting: 32 members, 2 guests 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

July 8: Saginaw Township Kiwanis Club Zoom meeting, 12-1 p.m. (C. Guillemette--watch for an email 
from her with details) 

July 14: Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation Board meeting-1:30 via Zoom (B. Rayce) 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

LaVerne Myers' wife Celia passed away July 1. Martha sent a sympathy card to LaVerne on behalf of 
Kiwassee members. 

Alex Rapanos still has Kiwanis raffle tickets. Funds raised will be split between the Michigan District 
& the Michigan Kiwanis Foundation.  

Mike Cronenberger thanked the Kiwanians who planted 150 flags in public locations around town on July 
4--they looked great! 

Al Forster: Watch your email for your third quarter dues bill. If you're one of the fourteen members who 
hasn't paid your second quarter dues, you still owe them AND a $2 late fee! 

GUESTS: Katherine Tate and Jennifer Majorana of the Legacy Center for Community Success. 

PROGRAM: Roger Moll introduced Jennifer, who serves as Director of Adult Literacy for The Legacy 
Center for Community Success. Jennifer is the Director of Adult Literacy at the Legacy Center, where she 
directs the adult basic education, English as a second language, math, and workforce programs. She has a 
Master's degree in English as a Second Language is working towards a Ph.D. in educational leadership. She 
tutors four students and teaches a weekly conversation class on Friday mornings.(Today's other guest, 
Katherine Tate, is the President and CEO of the Legacy Center AND Roger Moll's daughter :-D) 

Jennifer began her program with comments about COVID's impact on literacy; at this time, there are 
waiting lists for all of the literacy programs at the Center. Remote learning has taxed both young and adult 
learners: anyone already struggling with reading has had to make tremendous efforts to sustain the gains 
they were making through face-to-face tutoring. The good news is that, after being closed to tutors and 
learners for three months, The Center is opening back up for tutoring that adheres to health experts' 
recommendations for safe person-to-person contact. Jennifer is hopeful that the number of learners, which 
had dropped to 46 during the pandemic, will return to or exceed the 150+ the Center helped in 2019. 



Making the transition to tutoring via Zoom has created a steep learning curve for the Legacy Center. Not all 
learners enjoy access to and proficiency with computers, and the Center is working to determine how to 
reach and accommodate those who have dropped out of the tutoring sessions in the wake of the lockdown. 
That said, remote learning has eliminated two big barriers to learners' ability to receive tutoring however: 
transportation and childcare. 

In addition, Sam Choo observed that, given differing social customs for social interaction, some ESL 
learners may be more comfortable with remote learning than they are with face-to-face tutoring. The 
increase in tutoring that will come when the Center and Michigan Works! reopen poses many challenges: 
the demand for reading and math skills for employment will increase, and parents opting to home-school 
their children may need to strengthen their own reading and/or math skills in order to help their children 
learn.  

Questions for Jennifer and Katherine included the number of languages represented by the Center's learners 
(10), many of whom are Dow spouses; and the status of math tutoring. Currently, the Center has no math 
tutors. (any volunteers out there, Kiwanians?) A Zoom program with virtual whiteboards for both users 
may facilitate math tutoring. Katherine also said the Center is considering using Jump Math, an incremental 
program similar to the Barton Reading and Spelling program used with both youth and adults. 

Members also asked if the Center still uses the Developmental Assets Framework: they do! in fact, 2020 is 
the year for the next study. Currently, they are looking for funding and discussing the logistics of 
administering the survey: students must take it during the school day, and at this time the District is in the 
process of determining what the school day will look like. Given the serious outcomes Adverse Childhood 
Experiences can create in adults, Katherine asked Betsy Sullivan to contact her about incorporating the 
ACEs protocols into the Center's programs.  

Jennifer told us the Center is ALWAYS looking for volunteer tutors--visit their website learn more about 
the important work this organization does throughout the community: https://www.tlc4cs.org. Click on 
"Get Involved" to complete a volunteer application. 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Beth Laming is next week's Greeter/Invoker, and next 
week's program will be provided by Lisa Thompson, Executive Director of Self, Love, 
Beauty. Remember to copy and paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-
4V9V0cuTDTVZ-2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish to greet folks and provide the 
invocation. Contact CarolAnne if you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood 
Experience." Keep track of what your Happy Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and 
CarolAnne will consult Al Forster to determine the best way for members to settle up.  

	


