
July 21, 2020                    KIWASSEE 
NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  Presiding:   C. Cook 

Greetings & Invocation: R. Briggs         Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at today's 
Zoom meeting: 32  

Note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

July 25: MDOT Highway Pickup along M-20, Merchandise Outlet parking lot near the DCECU ATM (M-
20 and Vance)  

August 22: Services for Celia Myers, First United Methodist Church; details to follow (L. Myers) 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Al Forster: Pay your dues! Also, an additional $900 has come in for the Project Fund. These monies are 
separate from member dues.  

Crystalee Cook: If you planned to sell Kiwanis raffle tickets, you're out of luck (pun intended): the 
fundraiser ended June 30. Next year! 

Roger Briggs: The MDOT Highway Pickup is this Saturday, July 25. Meet at 9:00 a.m. near the DCECU 
ATM in the Merchandise Outlet parking lot on M-20. Dress for the weather, although long pants are 
suggested. BRING A MASK and gloves. In the meantime, please view the safety video in the comfort 
and privacy of your own home: https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=ZjNi5MCTl9g&feature=youtu. 
be&noredirect=1. (The Law Enforcement Center is not allowing outside use of the conference room 
where we usually meet before heading out to M-20).  

MEMBER NEWS: Welcome back to LaVerne Myers. Services for his wife Celia, who passed away July 
1, will be August 22 at First United Methodist Church. Details to follow. Roger Briggs reported that, 
because Sanford Lake is gone and may not return for several years, he sold his boat and jet, which he'd 
owned for 30 years. Fortunately, he still has his Harley. 

PROGRAM: Kiwassee member and 2020-21 Vice-President Kathy Allen provided an update about 
Personal Assistance Options. Kathy is a licensed social worker with the State of Michigan and started out 
by working in a group home for people with mental illness. After that, she worked as a mental health 
technician on an adolescent psychiatric unit while she was in college. After graduating, she took a job as a 
case manager for Community Mental Health in Midland, where she eventually became the agency’s 
Supervisor of the after-hours program. In all, she was employed by CMH for fifteen years before taking her 
current position as PAO's Executive Director in June 2006.  

Personal Assistance Options is a large 501C3, a non-profit whose mission is to support people with 
disabilities to be as independent as possible, based on their needs and goals. Their services are entirely 
face-to-face and 1:1, and only for people who live independently. PAO has 130 employees who serve about 
the same number of, the majority in Midland County and others in Bay and Isabella counties Services range 



from a few hours per week to 24/7. Funding comes from Medicaid via Community Mental Health for 
Central Michigan and the Department of Health & Human Services; individual, business, and foundation 
donations; and private pay. 

PAO offers three programs: Community Living Support, Mentoring, and affordable housing. Community 
Living Support is for anyone aged 18 or older. Services can include administering meds, housekeeping, 
meals, and laundry, providing transportation to and assistance during medical appointments, and providing 
community inclusion and connections to community resources. Currently, the oldest person PAO serves is 
101. Mentoring provides skill building to youth with challenging behaviors. Everyone in this program also 
receives services from their local community health agency AND has a therapist's diagnosis of serious 
emotional disturbance. PAO employees help these youth practice appropriate communication and 
interaction in ordinary daily contact with others. Affordable Housing consists of two homes in Bay City-
one with 3-bedrooms/1 bath, and the other a duplex with 2-bedrooms/1 bath upstairs and 3-bedrooms/1 
bath downstairs. Both have a wheelchair-accessible ramp and a small yard that the residents maintain. Their 
rent includes utilities and water, and their landlord is exceptionally benevolent. :-D 

In addition, PAO is also the proud sponsor agency of the Midland Aktion Club; Kiwassee is the proud club 
sponsor of this service/leadership club for adults living with disabilities. Kathy joins Martha Briggs and 
Alex Rapanos as advisors of the club. Members meet twice a month and participate in a variety of service 
projects in Midland. A popular Talent Show is an annual fundraiser; members select the recipients of the 
monies raised.  

One of Kathy's responsibilities is to review Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer's executive orders to 
determine which ones impact PAO and how best to respond to them. Back in March, Whitmer declared 
PAO and all of their support staff as "critical infrastructure workers." As a result, Kathy sent a "letter of 
designation" to each support staff that enabled them to travel to/from their home to the person served. After 
having reduced hours since late March, the office safely reopened last week, requiring masks for everyone 
and using a plexiglass shield at the front desk. An on-site pantry stocks hard-to-find items like hand 
sanitizers, disinfectant wipes, masks, gloves, TP, and paper towels.  

PAO has benefited from the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security), in particular 
the Paycheck Protection Program, which provides loans to businesses, including nonprofits. The CARES 
Act also included one-time payments to qualifying individuals; all PAO employees received $1200 for each 
adult, and some received $500 per child under age 17 as well. While one PAO employee took advantage of 
The Families First Coronavirus Response Act, which allowed him to receive paid sick leave as long as he 
had a doctor's note, a few others who qualified for the program opted instead to file for unemployment so 
they could receive $600/week. 

The flood forced the postponement of PAO's annual Celebrity Art Gala fundraiser to September 24th. This 
year's "celebrity" teams are Dow Chemical Employees Credit Union and Isabella Bank. PAO helped 
a handful of employees and people with special needs evacuate their home/apartment and find temporary 
housing, and kept tabs on them daily until they were able to return home. Kathy has used her monthly 
employee newsletter to focus on self-care and provided resources to contact for help and free professional 
counseling.  

For more information, visit www.paomidland.org or email Kathy at allenks@paomidland.org.  

HAPPY DOLLARS: Kathy Allen reported that on July 8, Aktion Club members and advisors-all wearing 
masks-helped serve meals to people staying at Spring Hills Suites in the aftermath of the flood. Martha 
Briggs added that former AC member Jim Pankey and his mom Betty are staying at Spring Hill Suites and 
will return to Riverside soon, came to the canteen to fetch their meals and visit with us! 

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Sam Choo is next week's Greeter/Invoker, and next week's program is 
the Disability Network. Remember to copy and paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-



vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish to greet folks and provide the 
invocation. Contact CarolAnne if you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood 
Experience." Keep track of what your Happy Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and 
CarolAnne will consult Al Forster to determine the best way for members to settle up. Highway Pickup 
volunteers, check your email! 

	


