
July 28, 2020                    KIWASSEE 
NEWSLETTER                  www.kiwasseekiwanis.org                  Presiding:   C. Guillemette 

Greetings & Invocation: S. Choo         Editor: M. Briggs             attendance at today's Zoom meeting: 
33 

Note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

CALENDAR 

August 13: Distributing meals to flood victims and volunteers, Red Oak Restaurant in Sanford. Details to 
follow. (D. Jellum) 

August 22: Services for Celia Myers, First United Methodist Church; details to follow (L. Myers) 

September 24: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: CarolAnne reported that Saturday's M-20 highway pickup was a rousing success, 
with four teams of three people each picking up 20+ bags' worth of trash, while organizer Roger Briggs ran 
interference. Volunteers included Kathy Allen and her partner Robert Dotson; Aktion Club member 
Konrad Anders and his mentor Justin Oh-Lee; Martha and Roger Briggs; Bob Davidson, CarolAnne, her 
husband Patrick, and son Max Bennett; Jim Heffel; Roger Moll; and Carol Rumba. Not only did a sharp-
eyed Patrick find someone's driver's license, he also spotted an endorsed check that belonged to Max's older 
brother! Thanks to all for improving the view of M-20! 

Fred Honerkamp told members about a Kiwassee Foundation partnership with the Midland Area 
Community Foundation. Searching for ways to help flood victims, in particular children, the K Foundation 
set up and seeded with $10,000 a MACF fund to replace the 250 uninsured Chromebooks that were 
destroyed in the flood. MPS officials consider replacing these personal computers the district's "most 
urgent and crucial need. The Kiwassee Foundation is inviting area Kiwanis clubs, other local organizations, 
and individuals to sponsor a child's Chromebook with a $270 donation; larger donations will be accepted as 
well. Anyone wishing to support this initiative can donate via cash, check, credit card, or transfer of funds; 
visit the MACF (www.midlandfoundation) for specific information about each option. 

Heads up: we have an opportunity to help distribute hot meals to flood victims and volunteers. The event 
will take place from 5-7 pm on Thursday, August 13, at the Red Oak Restaurant's parking lot in Sanford. 
Volunteers should arrive by 4:30. Community Service committee has pledged financial support and will 
have more details at next week's Zoom meeting. Learn about the event 
at https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/Community-organizations-donate-meals-nbsp-for-
15442491.php. 

MEMBER NEWS: CarolAnne announced four recent re to resignations: Mike McNulty, Ron Keller, Bob 
Wise, and Jack Lehman. Jack is relocating to Rockford, MI (north of Grand Rapids) and plans to join the 
local Kiwanis Club there. 

PROGRAM: CarolAnne introduced Kelly Pelong, Director of the Disability Network of Mid-Michigan. A 
CMU graduate, Kelly is a licensed social worker and has spent her entire career working with people with 
disabilities. She has been with DNMM since 1994 and from 1998-2018 oversaw the direct support 



programs for people with disabilities. She was instrumental in DNMM's partnering with the Great Lakes 
Loons as the sponsor of accessible services at Dow Diamond. 

Kelly began with a tribute to activist Ed Roberts, widely considered to be the founder of the Independent 
Living movement. Paralyzed from the neck down due to polio, Ed was the first student with severe 
disabilities to attend UC Berkeley, where he worked with other students to develop an on-campus program 
that became the first Center for Independent Living of the many that currently operate around the world. 
The Disability Network is a CIL, renamed to clarify that the non-profit is not a residential community but 
rather serves people with disabilities. It is one of fifteen CILs in Michigan and serves twelve counties in 
mid-Michigan.  

The Disability Network works to change societal attitudes about people with both visible and invisible 
disabilities, and to provide an environment where everyone, regardless of their abilities, can contribute to 
their communities based on their own interests, skills, and desires. DNMM meets people where they are, 
realizing that each person is unique.  

Kelly explained that services include Independent Advocacy to help people understand their rights as 
identified via community policies and state/federal legislation and Systems Advocacy to assist consumers, 
businesses, agencies, and communities remove barriers to accessibility, specifically in housing, 
transportation, and employment. Information and Referral answers individuals' questions about their 
rights, the law, accessibility, community resources, and support groups to help them increase their 
independence. 

One-on-one Peer Support and Mentoring connect individuals to build relationships, develop skills, and 
encourage, educate, and advocate for each other. The DNMM also provides Independent Living 
Support with daily tasks like cooking, cleaning, laundry, money management, errands, transportation, etc., 
as well as assistance with a person-centered plan to help an individual plan for the future. 

While there is still more work to do, the passing of the American Disabilities Act in 1990 has changed the 
lives of people with disabilities for the better in many areas, including bus and train transportation, 
employment, access to voting, closed captioning and audio descriptors, inclusive education, barrier free-
housing, and independent living options. DNMM's ultimate goal is access and inclusion for everyone.  

Visit dnmm.org and contact Kelly at pelong@dnmm.org for more information about the Disability 
Network of Mid-Michigan. To learn more about Ed Roberts, watch two YouTube videos:  

Profile of Ed Roberts: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pRH6fTVfyA&feature=youtu.be profile of Ed 
Roberts                                          Harry Reasoner's 2013 60-Minutes interview with Ed and his 
mother: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxidR5SZXxA  

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS: Al Forster is next week's Greeter/Invoker, and next week's program is 
Nicole Ford, new Midland Police Department Captain. Remember to copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing if you wish to greet folks and provide the invocation. Contact CarolAnne if 
you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Keep track of what 
your Happy Dollars donation would be if we were meeting in person, and CarolAnne will consult Al 
Forster to determine the best way for members to settle up.  

	


