
September 1, 2020                              KIWASSEE NEWSLETTER                            Presiding: K. 
Clark 

Greeter/Invocator: P. Sarnacke                   Editor: M. Briggs                     Today’s Zoom meeting 
attendance: 36 

note: Copy and paste the following link to sign up to greet and give the invocation at our Zoom 
meetings: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing 

ALERTS: Carol Anne Guillemette's new email address is carolanne.guillemette21@gmail.com. The 
direct link to the Midland Area Schools Chromebook Replacement Fund 
is https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/. 

CALENDAR 

September 10: Distributing dinner meals to flood victims and volunteers, Red Oak Restaurant, Sanford; 
4:15 pm (M. Briggs) 

September 15: Odd-numbered Committee Reports (Audit, Club News & PR, Membership, Human & 
Spiritual Values, Senior Youth 

September 22: Even-number Committee Reports (Club Meetings, Community Service, Fundraising, 
Junior Youth, YCP1  

May 20, 2021: PAO (Personal Assistance Options) Celebrity Art Gala & Silent Auction (K. Allen) 

MEMBER NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: Kathy Allen announced that the annual Personal 
Assistance Options Celebrity Art Gala and Silent Auction has been rescheduled for May 20, 2021. Watch 
for details! 

Jim Morgan reported that Duane Brooks is back at Story Point (at Independence Village). Check the email 
Martha Briggs sent with pictures of three long-time Kiwassee members who are now at Independence 
Village: Norm Hozak, John Mier, and Duane! Happy Birthday to Roger Briggs and Fred Honerkamp, and 
best wishes to Roger and Anne Moll, who recently celebrated their 49th anniversary! 

PROGRAM: Andrea Secrease, Executive Director, North Midland and Coleman Family Centers. A 
CMU graduate in education, Andrea has spent most of her adult career life at the North Midland Family 
Center as a classroom teacher, a program coordinator, and now executive director of the two northernmost 
family centers that are part of Greater Midland. In that time, she's had a chance to learn a great deal about 
the role of the family centers in their respective communities.  

Programs at both centers include pre-school, before-and-after school care, fitness classes, personal training, 
wellness programs, special events, and summer camps, along with specific programs at one center or the 
other. Greater Midland is a 501C3; funding comes from grants, donations, and sponsorships, in addition to 
revenue generated by programs participants pay for. Many families in rural northern Midland County are 
economically challenged and, while their income is too high to qualify for public assistance, they don't earn 
enough to make ends meet (ALICE: Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed). To support their 
participation in the paid programs, the centers offer scholarships and a sliding scale of fees.  



NMFC partners with other agencies and organizations that serve low-income families, including West 
Midland Family Center (not a part of Greater Midland), Social Services, the Diaper Alliance, and CORE 
(Community Outreach Resource Extension). Assistance to flood victims has included a food pantry and 
periodic large-scale food distribution events (another one will take place in a few weeks--good timing, as 
displaced families are returning to their homes). Fifty people were house at the NMFC after the flood. 
Donations of personal care and housecleaning products were available, as were gift cards as "gap" funds for 
food, bills, clothes, a household items the Center did not have on hand. Following the flood, CORE 
personnel visited the NMFC twice a week and provided long-term crisis support for flood victims.  

Ordinarily, NMFC serves 700 families a year via the Food Pantry and periodical distribution events, 
giveaways, transportation, and utilities assistance. The combination of COVID and the flood magnified the 
area's existing needs: at this point in 2020, the Center has served 3500 families. Andrea explained that more 
families are experiencing more difficulties and are asking for additional assistance because they are food 
insecure and must juggle their bills to stay afloat.  

She shared details about income and achievement gaps between northern rural Midland County and the 
City of Midland: the average annual income of area rural families is $15,000 or less, and 60% of area rural 
residents have a high school diploma or less, compared 2% of Midland's residents with a high school 
diploma or less. A recent phenomenon is the increase in construction of large, expensive homes in the 
northern townships, joining older, smaller, often dilapidated homes and trailers. Generational poverty is 
common in northern rural Midland County, and the remote location creates transportation challenges for 
families in this area too. There's lots of work to be done.  

That said, Andrea is looking forward to Coleman Family Center's food support center, similar to The 
Bridge in Midland and essential to the area because Coleman does not have a grocery store. She's also 
working on building a perception among NMFC's population that the Center can be the go-to for families 
and community members the way Mills Elementary School was before it closed and was ultimately torn 
down. Kiwanians can help by being speakers at upcoming programs for teens, reading to children in the 
early-care classrooms, and visiting the Center on a regular basis, serving as an additional familiar 
and caring adult in these kids' lives.  

For more details about the Northern Midland and Coleman Family Centers, email Andrea at 
asecrease@greatermidland.org or visit INFO@GREATERMIDLAND.ORG. 
  

WRAP-UP & REMINDERS:  Rudy Phillips is next week's Greeter/Invoker, and next 
week's program is Heather Crowl from the Midland Area Community Foundation. Remember that you 
can sign up to greet folks as they enter the Zoom meeting and provide the invocation-just copy and 
paste https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yTkH9cq-vaPLj547cEbYj-4V9V0cuTDTVZ-
2S7yC7WI/edit?usp=sharing. Contact Carol Anne if you'd like to give a 5-minute "Know Your 
Kiwanian" or "My Flood Experience." Keep track of what your Happy Dollars donation would be if we 
were meeting in person, and Carol Anne will consult Al Forster to determine the best way for members to 
settle up. 

Visit https://www.midlandfoundation.org/fund/chromebookreplacementfund/, the direct page for the 
MPS/Kiwassee Chromebook Replacement Fund. 

	


